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The Problen

There iz urgent need. for information on the distridution,
pathogenieity, and sontrol of emtozoal parasites of domestic
enimals in Cannda, espeeially =8 regards their bearing on the
eeonomic produetion of sheep, swine, and poulitry for markets
Therc hag been practieally no work dore on this subject in Cannda.
The losszes are known %0 B¢ heavy but hardly any definite informa-
tion ia availedblge Recopgnizing the need for knowledge on this
subjeet, Mpcdonald College in 1927 initiated a survey of .conditions
in the Province of Qnebee. Owing to the lsox of funds the survey
was neecssarily linited, but studies at the Montresl abattoirs,
where pigs and gsheep were found 40 be simost Invariably infcested
with verminous parasites, snd the vepeated statements by dreeders
that 1t is extremely diffieult for them $6 feed thHese animals
ecomomically for market, further impresséd on us the reed for an
investigation inte the¢ meanz of mmelivratisns these condit tons.

The parasités which seem %o eall Tor more immediste attention are
nodular worm- - in sheep, Ascaris in awine, and caeca waorme, Ascaridia
and Ceceidia in poultry.

Pollowing this survey we carried out a sertiin amount of
preliminary work on easca (Heted ) worms and Amearidia in poultry,
paylng special atientlon to methods of breeding and hemdling pest-
freeé chicks for experimental purposes, but were unabvle to &o any
work on the larger animels owing to lack of funds and adequate field
equipment .

It may be poibted out that ihe prodlems ave not merely of
loeal importance sinee the same or related pardsites constitute
one of the prinecipal limiting factors wherever the same classes
of live steck are produceds The bacon trade is of yital importance
to Canada and represents an important feature of our tra&e*relationa
with the Mother Countrys This trade has always had to meet keen com-
petition, larpely fyom foreign countries, and this competition is
heotoming incroasingly sevére. Faced with the probability of rising
tariffes in the United States, we need more than ever to improve our
position in the Zmpire markets and to bring all the resourees of
scienee to bear in removing every handicap to eeonomical produstion;
and eve of the most important of these handicaps is the high ingidence
of parasitic infestation.

: Hhike it is true that shesp and poultry prodiicis are abaorbved
largely by the Home market, there exists a promieing nucleus of trade
which it ig recognized must be inereased due %o the D rce of sconomic
conditions hoth at home and sbroad. The wolume of pounliry products




