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the colonies with the UnIted States will be
permitted. This, however, would postpone
union with Canada for' the next fifty years
Sir Robert Bond seems wboliy out of ue
witb Mr. Chamberlain's policy, and unlesu
he can be converted and made a federation-
lut, confederation cannot soon become a
vital question ini the colony.' That is the
opinion I formed of that gentleman years
ago, and kt is confirmed by everything I
have learned and everytbing I have read,
both wben I was In Newfoundland a year
or two ago and what bas taken place since.
Sir Robert Bond would much -ratber be a
big frog lu a very small pond than be a
tadpole In a large lake like the Dominion.
And as long as he can reinain at the head
of affairs In that country we need not ex-
pect to have confederation very soon fromn
bis bands.

There are rnany thlngs I would like to
discuss but 1 have spoken longer than I
Intended to. There la so mucb In con-
nection with questions affecting the In-
terests of this Dominion that I offer that for
my apoiogy for occupying so mucli time.
MWheu the various hbis corne before *us as
indicateq. by the mover of the address, *we
wll be able to discuss tbem seriatirn and
consîder thern on their merits and dispose
of them as an independent non-political
body like tbis, should do.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-I arn sure that I echo
the sentiments of every bon. gentleman ln
this chamber wben 1 say we ahl share iii

tbe deep expressions of regret at the rnany
changes that have tak-en place since our
last meeting. One gentleman particularly
to whorn the lion. gentleman referred,
wvas a very intimate friend of mine, a lite
long friend of upwards of hait a century,
a gentleman of very great -public spirit. Blis
deatli was a beavy loss to the city of Ot-
tawa and to many friends on both sides
of politîcs. A&nd 1 rnigbt say that outside
of this chamber and outside of tbe public
duties whicb be had to discliarge as a
member of the Conservative party, the late
Mr. Clemow lad quite as many warm and
sincere frienda arnong his political oppon-
enits as arnong those lie was associated
wlthbhere.

I have great pleasure also in sharing with
my hon. friend in the encomiums lie passed
upon the speeches made hy the mover and
seconder of the address. Both dis-
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charged that delicate duty witb a great
deal of tact and very much eloquence
and I think the remarks were duly
appreciated by this Ohamber. The hou.
gentlemen were flot novices In addressing
public assemblies. They graduated In
anotber place where *both of them galied
some distinction. They had for a long
time been members of the Bouse of Com-
mons and now that they -have beea trans-
ferred to this Chamber, tbough during their
stay in.the other Bouse no doubt tbey were
very active politicians, the atmosphere, non-
political as it sometlmes ia In this Cban-
ber, will probably mollify the strong feel-
ings tbey used to exhibit on former oc-
casions.

*My bon. frIend took the hon. senator
who rnoved the address very mucli to task
because lie thought he had eniarged too
rnuch on the praise bhe gave the premier
and necessariiy the praise be gave the policy
of the goverument. Tbat is practically 1t,
and my honourabie friend dlsputed the
rigbt of tbe government to any praise for
the changes that'have taken place In the
last six years. I cannot allow that chal-
lenge to go wlthout pointing to some
tacts which most conclusively prove tbat
some extraordlnary -change did take place
la 1896, when the change of government
occurred and tbat tt was scarcely possible
that the remsrkable prosperity that dawned
on Canada from tbat yesr up to'the pre-
sent time conld be entirely due to sunshine
and shower. 'I think kt can be very clearly
shown tînt during the whole period of the
national policy, from the tirne it w-as fairly
laundhed In 1882 down to 1896, the trade
of this country was absolutely paraly-
sed. No other word wili fill the bill. You
have oniy to look at the -figures to see at
once that lt seemed as If sorne extraor-
dinary calamity ibad befallen this country
between these particular ycars. It is Blot
that the people of Canada did not exhibit
the same Industry In that period as the
year before or the year after, that tbey
bad not good crops or that trade should
flot bave prospered. But the whole
policy o! the party during those years w-as
to trade among ourselves. and to avoid trade
with outside countries, which I think was a
very great mistake. The only wealth that
comes to the country ls by the external
trade, whetber it ls buylng or selling. It is


