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As to the Bills respecting Government
railways, and the mode of trial of claimsagainst the Crown, we can say nothinguntil we see them. As they are Depart-
mental measures which I presume havebeen found necessary, they will probably
be such as will meet with our approval.

With respect to the new canal at SaultSte. Marie, I do not venture to say muchafter what has been said by the hon.gentleman fron Ottawa. He is familiar
with the ground and I am not. I concurin what he said as to the Senate havingbeen to a certain extent slighted in notbeing asked to give its concurrence to
•his measure. I believe that the Senate's to a certain extent responsible for thatslight, because this House has almostalways accepted and endorsed everyGovernment measure ; and the Govern-ment have probably felt that they needflot bother nuch about our dignity-that we would do what they wanted atany rate. I have learned from a gentle-hnan who is in a position to know-anbon. ember of this House-that thiscanal would be a most expensive one-rost difficuit of construction; and I thinkit would not be wise to undertake theconstructionof this canal until we had firstheard the result of the negotiations which,are spoken of so hopefully in the earlierPart of the Speech. If the negotiations
turn out satisfactorily, then there will beno necessity whatever for constructingthe canal; and, having the Pacific Rail-way in operation for military purposes, itwill be time enough for us to talk aboutbuilding the canal after we find that weshah not be allowed to utilize the exist-ing canaL A canal such as the one
proposed would cost' a great deal morethan would be saved to our commerceby its construction.

The last paragraph tells the gentlemenof the House of Commons that theaccounts of the last year will be laidbetfore them as well as the estimates ofthe ensuing year. That does not comewithin our province, but I cannot helpadverting to one feature of those ac-counts. They show a largely increasedexpenditure, amnounting to about $39,-000,ooo, a falling revenue, and a deficitof nearly $6,ooo,ooo, a deficit whichtaken with that of the year before, isharger than all Mr. Mackenzie's deficits

taken together; and hon. gentlemen will
remember how very eloquent some hon.
members were on the subject of deficits
during Mr. Mackenzie's time. I hope
those hon. gentlemen realize now that
deficits may happen even under Con-
servative Administration-a thing which
they deemed impossible three or four
years ago.

HoN. MR. KAULBACH-I was
in hope that the same course would be
taken in this House as was adopted in the
other branch of the legislature, and that
the debate would close with the remarks
of the mover and seconder of the Address
and the leader of the Opposition on this
side of the House. But my hon. friend
from Halifax who sits near me. and
whose views on some questions I approve
of, when he rises, as he generally does on
all questions, and speaks disparagingly
of the province from which I come, he
induces me to speak when I would other-
wise feel disposed to be silent. When
he refers to the general prosperity of
Canada and states that it does not apply
to Nova Scotia it evidently shows that he
shuts his eyes, or that he knows very little
about his own province generally. The
position of Nova Scotia is not that of
Halifax or the little pessimist circle in
which my hon. friend moves. We have
expanded our trade and commerce all
over Nova Scotia. If we look at the
Nova Scotia of fifteen years ago and
compare it with the Nova Scotia of to-day
and the developement of trade and com-
merce in every county and town we will
find that business is largely increased
beyond what the most hopeful contem-
plated. We find that traders who form-
erly purchased their stocks in Halifax are
now direct importers from foreign coun-
ties in every little town, and that probably
the general prosperity of Nova Scotia may
be somewhat of a disadvantage to the
City* of Halifax because of that city con-
tinuing in the old groove.

HON. MR. BOTSFORD-That is so.

HON. MR. KAULBACH-Theyallow
their competitors in the Upper Provinces
to import goods across the Atlantic and
then assort and send them down to be
sold throughout Nova Scotia and compete


