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Hon. Mr. READ nid this bill was
quietly allowed so receve its econd read.
ing on the assurance that private rights
were not to be interfered with by it. Now
they were told they woul be interfered
with. Moreover ome bon. members had
leit for home on the understanding that
no change would be made in the bill as
firt agreed to in Comnmttee. Time had
been allowed aIl parties for the purpose of
information and a proper consideration of
its provisions. lie believed the House
sbould legislate with exti eme caution on
matters like the present. The vested rights
of English and other capitaliste should not
becarelessly dealt with. The interested
parties had been given only two days to
appear and state their case. In view of
their enterprise and large investments in
this line, it would be but right to leave
this bill over tilI next session, so as to
give them time to come to Parliament
and urge their claims. A catch-vote should
not be taken on this bill without a proper
undersanding ot its merits. (Heur.)
- Bon. Mr. WILMUT said the vested
rights, so far as he understood, consisted
of a monopoly on the Island of Newfound
land, in consequence of which all the teles
graphie messages passing between Europe
and America went through the Company's
bande. The very same Company tried
to get from New Brunswick years ago , the
exclusive right of carrying their wires
through the Province. lie waa then a
member of the Goverament, and with his
colleagues resolved no suoh monopoly
should be permitted. (Hear, hear.) The
act of Nova Scotia granting a monopoly
was disallowed. Amongst the reiults of
this system, was the charge of 50 cents in
New Brunswic4 and Nova Scotia for mess.
ages that cost but 25 cents in Quebec and
Ontario. Merely sending a message acros
the Gut of Canso, a mile, cot 50 cents. He
was mostdecidedly opposed to these mon-
opolies, and hoped the bill recommended,
by a large majority of the Commeitte,
would pas
Ron. Mr. KAULBACE said that although

he was not favorable to monopolies, he
would mot interfere with vçsted rights,
summailly. IHe would move lu amend.
ment, that the report of the Committe. be
not now recived, but that the bill be r.
committed to make the 166h section read
*s follows -

In case any Compacy heretofore >m-
corporated has legally acquired any prtvi-
leges of landing wire or cable for a marne,
telegraph upon the coastiof the Dominion
of Canada, or of any other country, suoh
Company shall be entitled to exercise and

enjoy any such existing privilee unim>
paired by this act, but no .Company bere-
tofore incorporated by any suob special
act. shall acquire aMy additional exolusive
privileges of landing wires or eâbles as
afore aid."

lion. Mr. BEE80Rl thought th. 16th
clause ws reasonable in itself, and sbould
not be altered as proposed. liowever, the
bill had been caretauy considered in Com,
mittee, and ws not susceptible of imw
provement in the. ouse. The opponents
of the bill bad not sbown say vested rights
or vested wrongs that it proposed t take
away. They had not pointed out exclu-
sive rights in the Dominion belonging to
this Gable Company, because none such
ixisted. If they had, no measure passed

here could affect their rights in -Newfoundd
land. lie believed we ought to oppose
monopolies, which bad doem mo mu.h mis-
chief in, the ëtates. The 16th clause sim.
ply protected us against any further privi-
leges tO this Company.

Hon. Mr BUT&F tRD said he could not
assent to this biti. [Iiear. bear ] If the
Telegraph Company had no right in Nova
Scotia, where was the use of inserting a
proviso respeotngl "any existing rights
the company might have in carrying mes-
sages over Nova 8ootia ?" [Rleir, hear.]
If they had no rights this proviso injured
the bill; if they had rights. they ought to
be protected in them, at al events ill, au
opportunity was given them to meet any
objections thereto. He fully believed
the company were in possession of certain
privileges, which enabled them to conduot
telegraphie communication over Nova
Scotia, and ought not to be deprived of
them in the way proposed. L was mot
that the bill stripped them of rights, but
required them to oonoede privileges. It
was not in their power to concede to any
company that might be formed under Our
legislation or that of Newfoundland. Un-
less the company did thi., however, the
legislation required has to bi denied, aMd
if they had any right to send messages
over Nova Sooia, the Bill destroyed it.
le should vote gainst this speos of legis-
latiòn.

lon Mr. 2ENNY was sorry to have te
vote against this bil, whih h would do
becaue .it sttuek at vested rights. He
argued it ws vry much of the nature of
a private biD, bdt orne of whibh no notice
had been givan. Todd laid dwn the dis,
-tinction andthe rul.. lu this eseo one
pretemded to bo a suitor, and yet there
m tis be somebody that wished to upset
this monopoly, for monopoly it was.
[flear, , hea.] What he oM-
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