
12726 COMMONS DEBATES April 28, 1986

Parliamentary Employment and Staff Relations Act
address the comments of the Hon. Member for Saint Denis 
(Mr. Prud’homme). I agree with him that Private Members’ 
Hour has been mysterious. Over the years I have observed 
various debates on Bills and resolutions when he was in 
government and now when we are in government. There is a 
new system for Private Members’ Hour whereby twenty Bills 
are drawn and six have to come to debate. I am sure my friend 
would acknowledge that that is a major step ahead. It is also a 
satisfying role for us as private Members because we can 
spread information among our fellow colleagues as well as 
people in general.

For me the life of Louis Riel was the life of an individual 
struggling against power and the abuse of power by Govern­
ment. Whether or not it is so in Ireland today, it is an argu­
ment against extremism. Surely our role is to temper the 
extremism with which people in the ordinary population 
become involved because they have not sat down and looked at 
the facts. That is true whether it is in Ireland or in South 
Africa or whether it was in the West during metrication.

Louis Riel is the story of the West and its land, the attach­
ment of people to the land. My friend opposite would be the 
first to acknowledge what happened when the previous 
Government, his administration, tried to change to the metric 
system thousands of miles in the West which had been 
surveyed, every mile going from east to west and every two 
miles going from north to south. It was as much an attack on 
the culture of the West as was Sir John A. Macdonald and the 
surveyors coming to the West to impose that very system. It 
was the very insensitivity of the Government that was appar­
ent. Surely our role as individuals is to try to ameliorate that.

I would be happy to sit down to work toward a resolution 
which would give Louis Riel the acknowledgement he deserves. 
Clearly he is a western hero who stood up to the power of 
Government and the abuse of power by Governments.

[Translation]
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Charest): The Hour allotted for 

consideration of Private Members’ Business has expired. 
Pursuant to Standing Order 42(1), this item is dropped from 
the Order Paper.

and referred to a legislative committee, and the amendment 
of Ms. Copps (p. 833).

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Charest): Pursuant to Standing 
Order 13(5), the House will now proceed to the deferred 
recorded division on the amendment to the motion for second 
reading of Bill C-45, an Act respecting employment and 
employer and employee relations in the Senate and House of 
Commons.

Call in the Members.
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PARLIAMENTARY EMPLOYMENT AND STAFF 
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MEASURE TO ENACT

The House resumed from Friday, April 25, 1986, consider­
ation of the motion of Mr. Hnatyshyn that Bill C-45, an Act 
respecting employment and employer and employee relations 
in the Senate and House of Commons, be read a second time

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Charest): I declare the amend­
ment negatived. The Hon. Member for Ottawa—Vanier (Mr. 
Gauthier) on a point of order.


