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wbîcb is foilowed in enacting a bill of this
kind will continue just as long as the world
is in the state in wbich we now find it. It
is about time we reahized that this is probabhy
the normal state of ai! airs of the world today.
We are probably living in 1953 in what wil
be normal times. Tbe only alternative that
is likely is if tbere sbould be a tbird world
war, wbicb none of us wants; in that event
there is legisiation written on the statute
books in the form of the War Measures Act
which can be brougbt into effect. Speaking
as one member, as a member representing
one constituency, I cannot see the wisdom in
having emergency powers under conditions of
tbis kind.

There is one other factor wbicb is very
seriaus. I referred ta it the otber day when
the Speaker was in the chair, and that is
that this type of legishation can be used as
a threat. The government bas this power at
the present time. It bas it for only two
measures, but it bas that power, and because
of the fact that the act is on the statute books
it can say to anybody in Canada, "You do so
and so or we wihl take action under the
Emergency Powers Act". The Minister of
Trade and Commerce expressed that very
clearly a year or two ago. On September 8,
1950, at page 460 of Hansard be said:

I suggest to the committee that a word £rom the
government Is more effective if there is a law in
the background that can be applied in case the
response is flot ail that may be desired.

I believe that bebind the argument of the
Minister of Justice on this measure there is
the thought that tbe government would hike
to bave this legislation on the statute books
so it can be used as a tbreat to make the
Canadian people do as the government wishes.
In any event, that is one very serious feature
of legislation 0f this kind.

In the course of bis remarks tbe minister
showed what seemed ta me, with ahl defer-
ence, ta be a schoolboy attitude. He remindýed
me of a schoolboy debating, and a schoolboy
not in a very bigb grade. He showed a
delight in arguing: Why, we have saved par-
liament ail its rigbts. Have we not written
into the act that wben we pass an order in
council it shahl be put on the table of the
bouse, and then if any member wants ta
rise and challenge it be can do so and can
have the whohe order in council canceiled?

Well, that is a fine substitute for a free par-
liament, a fine substitute for baving measures
debated in the way that everything else is
covered in this bouse.

Tbe minister knows and you know, Mr.
Chairman, and everyone in this bouse knaws,
that by the time the government bas passed

Emergency Powe'rs Act
an order in council behind closed doors and
bas laid it on the table, there is just as mucb
chance of that order in council ever being
voted down as there is that we shahl be able
to fiy to the sun. It is one of those things
that do flot happen. The Canadian people
had better flot be fooled by a specious
argument of that kind. Wben parliament is
reduced to having only the rigbt for a
private member to introduce a resolution
against an order in council, then the rights
of parliament are mighty srnall. There is
flot the slightest possible chance of the
government's action in passing the order in
coundil being repudiated. This provision is
just a sop. It is just put in the act for a
bit of face-saving. As for protecting the
Canadian people or the rigbts of parliament,
it is useless.

What worries me the most about this
whole situation, Mr. Chairman, is the attitude
of the members of the cabinet. Tbey really
seemn to believe that tbey cannot run tbis
country without these emergency powers.
Tbey show flot the sligbtest indication of
belîeving that they are going too f ar in taking
away the rights of parliament, as they are
cboing, by a measure of this kind. I point out
once again that only two of the members of the
present cabinet have ever been ministers at a
Urne when they did not have emergency
powers. They are the Minister of Trade and
Commerce and the Minister of Agriculture.
AUl the rest of the ministers have been
appointed to the cabinet since i939 when
the War Measures Act was brought into
force. The Minister of Trade and Commerce
does flot need to worry because be bas on
the statute books, in bis Defence Production
Act, ail the powers that be would require
in the midst of a third world war. We
cannot complain about the way in which that
was done, because the act was passed after
a proper debate. 0f course, this minister bas
neyer been hesitant about taking powers, and
he bas got tbem in the shape of a statute.

The Minister of Agriculture seems to get
bis way wbetber or flot he bas powers.
Perhaps he does flot need tbem. In any
event, he seems to get along very well witb-
out tbem. Ail the other ministers in this
cabinet are war babies.

Mr. Martin: Sa long as we are not
babies.

Mr. Green: They are ail accustomed to
baving these emergency powers. They are
accustomed ta going over ta the east block,
slamming the door, pulling down the blinds
and passing an order in council wbicb then


