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COMMONS DEBATES.

JouLy 3,

Mr.CAMERON (Middlesex). Idesiretomove an amend-
ment in thedirection that I favored when the different clauses
of the Bill were discussed in committee. I strongly favored the
proposition which was then made, that those in charge of the
preparation of the local electoral lists, in other words, the
clerks of the different municipalities, should have the pre-
paration of the primary lists under this Bill. The men who
have had the preparation of those lists in their hands
throughout the Province of Ontario have done their work
satisfactorily ; they are men of all political parties, and they
have been actively supervised by the municipal councils of
their own municipalities, while there has been an appeal to
the judge. Under this Bill, the preparation of the lists is
left in the hands of one individual, who has not such super-
vision exercised over him. While I take exception to the
change proposed for these reasons, I also take exception to
the course pursned in this matter in the Bill now under
discussion, because I believe we are passing over an efficient,
a reliable, a thoroughly responsible body of men, who have
had these duties to discharge for a number of years,
and have, in much the greater number of instances,
discharged them with a credit which certainly should not
be reflected upon by the course proposed by this Bill.
Independent of political reasons, these men are able to dis-
charge the duties of the preparation of the voters’ lists
throughout the Province of Ontario with care, and so as to
secure to us what is the main purpose of any electoral sys-
tem, the success of the party that isin the majority. I
deny that the same purpose can be as efficiently secured by
this Bill. This Bill proposes to remove the control of the
voters’ lists from the people themselves to an appointee of
the Government of the day, a course which, I think, will
resultin great diseatisfaction among the people. Independent
of these reasons there is that of expense. In the present
case we are assuming a responsibility which can be avoided
by the adoption of the proposition I deeire to make. For
all these reasons, I beg to move, in amendment:

That the Bill be referred back to the committee, for the purpose of
amending the same, 80 a8 to provide that the preparation of the voters’
lista in the Province of Ontario shall be in the hands of those who now

prepare the voters’ lists for the election of members to the Provincial
Legislature. .
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Mr. LANGELIER. [have an amendment of a some-
what similar nature to that which has been negatived,
which applied only to the Province of Ontario. My amend-
ment will apply to the"whole Dominion. It is this:

That the Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the Whole, for the pur-
pose of amending the same, 80 as to provide that the lists of the electora
qualified under this Act shall be prepared by the same officers and in
the same manner as those of the electors qualified to vote at elections
for the Legislative Assemblies in the several Provinces. .
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Mr. LISTER. I beg to move in amendment:

That the Bill bs referred back to the committee, for the purpose of
amending the same, 80 a8 to provide that in case of an appeal upon the
claim of any person to be put upon the voters’ list or the right to
remain upon such list, such person may vote, but his ballot shall not be
counted, but ehall be sealed up by the deputy returning officer in an
envelope endorsed with the polling division, the election and the num-
ber opposite the voter’s pame upon the poll book, and such ballots shall
be forwarded to the court in which such a.;;penl is pending, and when
the appesl is decided the court shall certify to the returning officer the .
votes to be added, if any, to the number counted for each candidate,
and the return shall be corrected accordingly, and the court shall also
certify the result of the appeal to the revising officer, who shall amend

the voters’ lists, so far as may be nece i .
certificate, hy y ssary, in accordance with such



