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At the end of 1997, former executive editor of the New York Times, A.M. Rosenthal confesscd
'"Early this year 1 realized that in decades of reporting, writing or assignrng stories on human
riglts, 1 rarely touched on one of the most important. Political human rights, legal, civil and
press riglits, emphaticaily aftew; but the riglit tawoshp where and how God or conscience
leads, almost never." While Rasenthal has changed dramatically on this score, the pattern he
describes pervades aur culture.

One main cause of our ignorance is what 1 cali "secular myopia," by which I mean "an
introverted, parochial inability even ta sec, muclesbs understand, the robe of religion in human
life." This myopia is widespread amongst "the chattering classes"' and is particularly prevalent
amongst journalists and political commentators and analysts.

As Edward Luttwak lias written: "Policy makers, diplomats, journabists, and scholars who are
rcady to over interpret econamic causality, who are apt ta dissect social différentiations ever
more fincly, and who w&ill minutely categorize political affiliations, are stili in the habit of
disregarding the raie of religion... ini explaining pobitics and even in reporting their concrete
modalities " ("The Missing Dimension" in D. Jalinston and C. Sampson, eds., Religion: The


