
Bob Finbow, Dalhousie University, briefly addressed the impact social and

enviroinental clauses in trade agreements actually have on the development of social equity,

democracy and environmneftal awareness in the region. Can the adoption of a clause within a

multilateral context actually have any impact on how individual governmrrents treat their societies

and environxnt? For example, in the context of Mexicanl authoritarianism, it is doubtful any

such comniitment would be adhered to. The enforcement of social and environmnental provisions

is another conundrum that would have to be addressed. Therefore, other, long-term opportunities

to influence change in the region should be sought.

It is useful to keep in mind-the danger of Norhim neo--toloni-alism towards Latin

America in imposing values and standards and the growing challenge in the United States to

globalization. Barbara Arneil's contribution to the former point was that many people in the

South do flot share the saine concerns about the negative impacts of trade liberalisation expressed

by the opponients of neo-liberalismf located in the North and see trade as a major vehicle to

growth and development. Arneil also suggested a country-speciflc focus, since the needs of Latin

Ainerican countries vary widely.


