
• means different thinigs tà thé different parties concerned.  The  Plan should provide a 
,clearer definition. 

On of the lar2est Canadian ,go -vernment organizations, the Canadian International 
Develop' merit Mency  ([IDA),  has carried out an experitnent,in decentralitation  o' Ci  the 
paSt years. This has proven extremely costly and e the:26th and 27th sessions of the 
General 'Çonference led Our gêvrniietit to pronounce itself against this type of 
development  for  UNESCO \vhen it would not be carried out first of all in existinz 
institutiOnS such as the'Rezional.ancl ,Liaison  Offices  and  the National CommissiOns. 

The National Commissions  can play an important 'role in decentralization. However, we 
must not lose sight  of  the farg that they are .not part dr the administrative structure of 

FleadquarÉers, ,since theY are national entities and must never be identified with a 
'Regional or Liaison Office. We agree wittuthe proposals,in Paragraph 14 concerning the 
,NationaI Cominissions, HoWever, any progress here only be poSsible if -there is State 
action in favour of its National Commission, iswell as action on the gecretaristrs part. 

Without a new work spirit or discipline at all levels of -the Secretariat, the National 
Commissions \vill continue, to lack inforrnation or receive it too 14e,, and will continue to 
not be consulted when the Secretariat implements an activity in their country. It  s  clear 
that National  Commissions must incrqasingly talce o\  er. the implementatiOn ,of major 
actions  under the UNESCO programme, and thus -they arc an indispensable partner for 

, the realization of Programme (C 15). This is  the  case  for the Canadian Cpinrnisipn, 
whiCh in f993 organized' the International UNESCO Congress on Education for Iiiirrian 
Right's and Democracy (Montreal, March 1993) and which is currently ornnizing the 
International UNESCO Symposium on Women and the Media: Access to Expression and 
Decision-Making (Toronto, Febmary-March 1995). 

Concentration 

The Plan .should recognize the diffi,éultie's hihereliL in uôneentration, mention  the efforts. 

that have been made by Member States and the '-Secretariat under this,..11eading over the 

yeats., and point out the major steps that have been taken. A btief . development> on  this 
point would help make clear that the Member, States, while cognizant of the difficulties 
involVed, are:continuing their .  efforts. The  word "conc'entrationn Was .long used as a 

wnrd. Wlietlier  or  ni:Ft it ever, did exist.the magic is no longer there, and for- the 
new  jp]ii t•Q be.belieVable it'must use realiStic terms. 

We  agi-ce  With  the priorities under, peagraph 30 with the' following roseratiOns: 
indented para2raphs 1 and 5 should be iefopnulated  in ight  of the preceding,cornrnents 
on the" tern-) de_ -_niAizitiiçai. hi paragraph, 5, the term radiCal  dr any other equMlerif 
should be omitted. 
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