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CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARIES OF THE but had .to be left behind when she could go no
WAR OF 1812. farther; and darkness came on before the long
: J. Vroou. | journey was ended. Still the brave woman kept
XIII. — The Battle of Beaver Damsz on. At last she came upon an encampment of
June 24.— Before daylight on the morning of 2rmed men. They o Indfans,‘,A andw:th them
the twenty-fourth of June, 1813, five or six hundred _She found safety an:d p rotectlon tOOk '
of the invaders, with two field guns, were quietly t© the house of a friend, whqg ?h',’, W
advancing through the woods from Queenston to €are; and they sent forwa:rd the M 4
attack a British outpost, when they were fired She¢ had brought at the risk °f her ﬁ‘fe .
upon by Indians. They kept on for some distance, they prepare'd for the bewﬁdeﬁng am n
returning as well as they could the fire of their woo.ds by which the batt.le, b poset D
unseen foes, whose terrifying yells were as effective Lufutenant James F'”G“’bf?'?,' o \ﬂmm
as their bullets; then a British officer summoned Warning was sgnt, was at.the' M
them to surrender, and they obeyed. This is, in Pendent OOy of shrmnshers '
brief, the story of the Battle of Beaver Dams. 80od service along the Niagara fm We
- But it leaves much to be explained, and there are told that he and his men were a
- -two persons connected with the story who should M8 the. Irish vernacular. Whe”‘
be particularly mentioned. o amved . Beaver Dams. _
The first is Laura Secord, whose name is known Willing to surrend ik tosave 2
to every reader of Canadian history. She had dreaded Indians, bywhom e
already proved herself a heroine. While the 2nd of whose numbem ’
United States troops were in possession of Queens- H‘f t°°k advantage Of
ton Héights, after the death of Macdonnell and have theauthonMﬁ #
before the final engagement, she learned that her o e
husband had' been wounded in the battle. She ASNEVEESS Of m’
found him lying on the battlefield, just in time to On€ With real authority to
save him from two of the enemy who would have
killed him with their bayonets. Throwing herself
upon his body, she protected him until one of the
United States officers came up. The officer
promptly sent the two men across the river under
arrest, and had Secord taken to his home in the
village of Queenston. This occurred on the thir-
teenth of October, 1812. On the twenty-third of
June, 1513, Secord was still confined to his house,
not fully recovered from his wounds. Two officers
who happened to be billeted there were overheard
discussing plans for the capture of the nearest
British outpost, thirteen miles distant. The hus-
band could not go to warn the British; so Mrs.
Secord set out; accompanied by her niece, to carry
the message to her brother’s: house, some two miles
away. When they got there, they found the place
deserted; and without hesitation, they determined
to go on and deliver the message to Lieutenant
FitzGibbon, who was in command of the threatened
outpost. To avoid the enemy, they chose a long,
circuitous route of nearly twenty miles. The story
of deceiving the sentries is not true. ‘They suc-
ceeded in passing the sentries without being seen.
The niece kept up with Mrs. Secord for a time,




