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Dn that the reason for

The services of this journal are offered throughi an
inquiry column, which is open ta subscribers and the
public generally without charge, for detailed information
or opinion as ta financial or industrial affairs or institu-
tions throughout the Province of British Columbia.
Wherever possible the replies ta these inquiries will be
made through this column. Where inquiries are not of
general interest, they will be handled by letter. We think
that we can assure our readers that the opinions expressed
will be sane and conservative, and that all statements will
be as accurate as possible.

business activities, the causes of depression tend everywhere
to increase the depression.

Alter eighteen mnonths of w,,ar, what then? Is the end
of depression at hand, or must we in this Province continue
to experience a continuing shrinkage?

The realty commitm-ents of the business interests have
all practically been met: that is, those who were able have
paid up; those who were unable have quit-claimed their
tities to original holders, or have been driven to the wall by
insolvency. The burden to be borne in most cases is the
taxation burden imposed by municipalities. This consti-
tutes a tremendous relief to the business of the Province.

On the other hand, the nlortgage situation is very bad
and apparently is getting worse. Each month a new list of


