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THE PERIODICL4LS.

THE Century long ago attained sucb excellence as to make the mainten-
ance of its attractions a task of no ordinary difficulty, whilst to improve it
would seem almost impossible. The current issue is, like most of its pre-
decessors, plethoric of good reading and splendid illustration, the former
judiciously varied in character to suit all literary palates, tbe latter a
veritable "1joy for ever." The Century is doing a good work; and it la
satisfactory to know that the proprietors' efforts to raise tbe artistic stan-
dard of popular magazine literature are being crowned with a most gratify-
ing commercial success.

THE December Atlantic concludes Vol. liv. The list of contents of the
current issue is a strong one, and one paper at least will probably provoke
discdssion in this country : "lCanada and the Britisb Connectioin," the
opinions expressed being valuable in these days of Imperial federation and
other cbimeras as sbowing the trend of opinion amongst our neighbours as
to Canada's political future. The articles on "lPoe's Legendary Years "
and "lCombination Novels " are of considerable interest, the former giving
for the first timie a satisfactory account of the more obscure passagýes in
Poe's life. A pleasant littie paper ini the " Contributors' Club " depart-
ment takes the form of "la private fling at the editors."

WITH its December number Lippincott's Magazine also completes an
annual volume. Iu flowing language E. C. Reynolds tells us why bie
thinks an American J>unch is not, at any rate for some time, practicable.
"lThe American humoriat is deficient," it is said, Ilin ch&iaroscuro "-voila
tout. Under the caption "lA Western Iudust.ry "-and a growing one,
apparently-a graphic description is given of sugar-making at a spot where
"twelve years ago the prairie wolf howled at nigbt and the rattle-snake

sung his song of warning in thec day-time." Fiction, poetry, travel, eacb
have their departments , whilst the illustrations wbich accompany the text
are of higb quality. Lippincott's is, in a word, a very cbeap and a very
excellent magazine.

THE young sportsman, whatever particular brancb of sport hie May
affect, can, tbanks to Outing, so to speak, fight bis battles o'er again in
front of the friendly stove, whilst King Frost bas locked up yacbting
waters and covered favourite bicycle "lruns " with an inconvenient àf
beautiful carpet. But would it not be advisable for the publishers of this
brigbt Ilmonthly magazine of recreation " to give papers, songs, and atonies
on the exhilaratiug glories of 'l the outside edge," the fascinating excite-
ment of aleighiug, and otber winter sports ?

THE Cbristmas St. Nichbolas contains a f dnd of deligbt for youthful
hearts. No trouble or expense seems to have been spared in the effort to
produce a model mnagazine for the young folk. Its toue is bigh, as befits a
popular instructor, whilst the papers and stories-not forgotting the beau-
tiful illustrations-are well within the comprebiension of any intelligent
boy or girl. IlPlease seud us a bound copy of St. Nicholas " will doubtles
be the burden of many a petition to Santa Claus. At any rate, it migbt
well be 80.

THE fourtb number-the October issue-of Descriptive America, is
to baud, and is devoted to the State of Wisconsin. Lt is difficult to give
even a faint idea of the magnitude of tlie task undertaken by Messrs.
Adams and Sons, the publishers. Eacb part of their invaluable work com-
prises some forty-eigbt large pages containiug every conceivable manner of
information regarding the State treated of, and is preceded by a inap-24
by 18 in.-corrected to date. Tbe text is illustrated by geological iuaps,
cuts of prominent places and personagea, and interesting landscapes. The
editorial work bears traces of great care, and altogether it is no matter for
surprise that this mamrnoth gazetteer bas been received witb a chorus of
praise froi the whole continent.

HEADED "lLa Littérature Murale" Le Livre bas a most intcresting
paper in the current number, accompanied by valuablejac similies of play-
bills, window-bills and posters announcing the appearance of some of tbe
most prominent literary and dramatic events of the past haîf century.
The next most important article is entitled "lL'Influences Fraçaises en
Russie." ________________

BOOK NOTICES.

LYRA ELEGANTIARUM. Edited by Frederick Locker. New York: White,
Stokes and Allen.

LONDON RIIYMEa. By Frederick Locker. The saine.

In a felicitous preface Mr. Locker expresses the opinion that " genuine
vesde société and vers d'occasion should be short, elegant, reidan

fanciful. . . . The toue should be pitcbed bigb. . . . The
rbytbm should be crisp and sparkling, wbile the entire poem should be
xnarked by tasteful moderation, high finish, and completeness."» With this
as bis guage Mr. Locker ha s naturally succeedcd in collatiug some of the
beet specimens of that class of work in the Englisb language, and bis pub-
lishers have reproduced them lu so chaste and elegant a form as to make
the book one of the most attraotive of the holiday season. In "4London
Rhymes" we get specimens of Mr. Locker's own work. These also are
vers de société, and tbough somewhat local lu themes, their poetic beauties
must ensure popularity even on this aide the Atlantic. A bijou little
book, and the "lauthor's edition."

VoIcES FROM THE ORIENT. By the Rev. George Burnfleld, M.A., B.D.
Toronto: C. Blackett Robinson.

This volume is the outcome of a journey througb Egypt and the Holy
Land, and is unquestionably an acquisition to Biblical literature. Tbe

descriptions are flot second-band, but the resuit of personal and evidently
careful examination. Mr. Burnfield bas been several times appointed
examiner in Oriental literature. The knowlcdge of these Oriental Ian-
guages the author turned to good account in lis work ; his illustrations of
many passages of Scripture the reader wilI not only find higbly interesting
but likewise very instructive. Witb travels in the Bible Lands, the field
of research is so extensive that every new explorer is sure to find new
beauties. Hence it is that travels in the East neyer lose their charms
and freshness, but are always extensively rpad. Mr. Burnfield commences
m;itb a full description of Rome. Fron iRome hie takes his readers to
tbe hardly lcss renowned city of Athens. He next conducts bis readers
into the land of the Pbaraohs, and tells tbem ahl about Alexandria, Cairo,
tbe Pyramids, Bene-Hassan, and Thobes, and tbe ancient tomba and hiero-
glyphîc inscriptions tbat are found in the two last mentioned places.
Fromn Egypt hie conducts the reader by stages into tbe Holy Land, giving
an account of some of tbe places that were passed on the route, interspersed
with some amusing occurrences. As miglit be expected, his description of
Jerusalem and neigbbourbood is precise. Mr. Burnfield was evidently
determined to sce everything that was wortby of notice. The book is
written in a very plcasing style, is illustrated witb many plates, and is got
up in a style whicb reflects great credit upon botb editor and publisher.

AN UNSENTIMENTAL JOURNEY TIUROUGH CORNWALL. By the author of
IlJobn Hlalifax, Gentleman." With illustrations by C. Napier
Nemy. London and New York -Macmillan and Company. Toronto:
Williamson and Co.

A reprint, got up in very handsome shape, of a story which ran through
tbe earlier number of Vacmillan's Illustrated Magazine. It goes without
saying tbat, even to those who are flot familiar witb the localities toucbed,
tbe descriptive text is f ull of interest, wbilst the wealtli of illustration wbicb
accompanies it makes tbe book one of tbe most charming of tbe holiday
season, with special attractions for those wbo bave a loving remembrance
of the Motber Land.

CHRXISTMAs-TRtEx LAND. By Mrs. Molesworth. London and New York:
Macmillan and Co. Toronto: Williamson and Company.

Tbere is sucb an amount of trash shot into the market at holiday season
that it beboves donors of youtbs' books to have a care in the selection of
their gifts. In the above, wbich is beautifully printed, illustrated and
bound, the publishers' naine, not to mention that of tbe authoress, is
sufficient guarantee for its tone and excellence.

SOME HERETIcS OF YESTERDÂY. By S. E. Herrick, D. 1), Boston:
Houghton, Mifflin and Company.

A collection of lectures delivered last winter by the author to bis
congregation in Mount Vernon Cburcb, Boston, and forming a valuable
biography of the twelve Protestants who carried on the work of Reforma-
tion-froi the time of Tauler in Germany to the ministry of Wesley ini
England.

SIIAW'S NEW IIISTORY op ENGLisii LITERATuRE. By Truman J. Backus,
LL. D. New York and Chicago: Sheldon and Company.

A bandsomely printed revision of the well-known "lManual of English
Literature." Mr. Backus bas improved the logical arrangement, corrected
the lack of unity in several chapters, siînplified the style, developed tbe
discussions of Old and Middle-English literature, added short quotations
froin English and American critics, and enlarged the book by including
the discussion of tbe lives and work of eminent Englisb men of letters
who have died since the former edition was publisbed.

F ieHTE'S SCIENCE 0F KNOWLEDGE. A Critical Exposition. By Cbarles
Everett, D.D. Chicago: S. C. Griggs and Company.

An addition to IlGriggs' Philosophical Classics," devoted to a study of
"Ficbte's Principles of the Complete Science of Knowledge," and contain-

ing references to bis other writings aufficient to show the relation which
the results reacbed in this work bear to bis system as a whole.

STUDIEs IN I5TORY. By Henry Cabot Lodge. Boston : Houghton,
Mifflin and Company.

A number of essaya written at various turnes bearing, with one excep-
tion, directly upon the bistory of the United States. The eleven chapters
include papers on The Puritans and the Restoration, A Ptiritan Pepys,
Tbe Early Days of Fox, William Cobbett, Alexander Hamilton, Timnothy
Pickering, Caleb Strong, Albert Gallatin, Daniel Webster, Colonization in
the United States, and Frencb Opinions of the United States, 1840-81.

AmERICAN NEWSPAPER ANNUAL. Philadelphia: N. W. Ayer and Son.
Containing a liat of all newspapers in the United States and Canada,

with a quantity of information regarding their circulation, issue and polit.
ical features.

THomÂs CARLYLE. A History of bis Life in London. By James Anthony
Froude, M. A. Two Vols. ln One. New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons. Toronto : Wm. Briggs.

Noticed at lengtb by IlBystander " in Ta WEEic of Nov. 6th and
l3tb. A handsome edition.
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