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much spaoe as four ordinary soda bisc uits and as hard as
a piece of wood. Whatever imay have bien said about titis
action of the Government, it is no,- doubted by anyono wbo
bas been on a western reserve that the nmasure bas been a
positive blessing. It provides a daily ration cf food for a

portion of the communily that most needs it withsout in
any way bringing iu a sense of pauperism ; it bas built nip
the attondance of the schools, helped te keep the people on
the reservos and bas educaled the taste for civilized, veget-
able food, which the meal consumring western indian did
not have.

The children are ont, playiug at various games on their
way home, sbowing tbat the redness of the skin mnakes no
difference in tbe chiidish spirit. One boy volunteers to
take us to the bayfieids, wbero the greater part of tho coin-
munity are now busily employed. For in truth the I udiaits
bore take more readily te cattle-maising than grain pro-
ducing, and so a groat doal of hay is required to keep thoir
stock througb the wintor. H-ay is pieutiful and cattei
grow fat rninning froc in the summor, so that by instinctj
and environnmeut the Indian bocontes liko Abrahami, or like
the nomadic Kirghiz cf Asia, a tuan of fleeks and horde.
Sbeep bave also been tried, and 9pinning wlteels sent in to
spin the wool, which effort bas proved successful in wbat-
ever reserves teachers ceuld bc fonnd te teach the womren
spinning, se that lucre seeîît5 to be roonti for dovelopmnent
in this line, especially as the ludian womeu grea tly need
iridoor employment.

Under the guidance of the boy uve pase down along
the river cloaring, seeing various berds of cattle lyîng lu
shady places, and thon, turning our backs te the water, we
pîtînge into tho woods. At iret we pase through a growth
of silver poplar, but as we got in further the foliage changes
and we are in Élie iidst cf a foel of sweet-sceniteul epruce.
About two miles cf waiking bing tg to a litIle plain about
five miles in diameter, wth a little lake lying te one 4ide.
Be8ide the patb the thîck wiid grass grows up breast highi,
net aliîead as our cultivated grassesi, but witlî qtalk., lest
in leaves and branches and entarîgled wit tihe vinres cf a
specios of bIne flowemed wild pea. No wortdor the octtle
thrive on sncb royal grasses. [ni the plain, mein, boy8 and

few women are busy i womk. Thero are rranyswinging
scythes, while their sons aîtd wiveq ar-e turîting aveu lte
hay, putting il intn cocks or sakigil. Sorîs cf tire
moiit euetgetic have saved sufficientrtl roney ct purciase
mowers and horse-rakes and these are now additîg to tii-

weallb of their owaers by the iuîcrrased qnantity cf lbay
tbey criu put up. Theme are iîav waggous c f liten'I
patternr, creakiug lRed River carte and'low bord seigus
slipping over the soft tubbie. There is alsec a hay sleizh
of a patterntseen perbaps tîowlîu-,rýe csc tChair ro n înindian
resorve, and remndiag one stongly cf the pictures of
Ludiane neving their camrps acrocs the plains. The herse
stands between shaf ts of twc long, poles whose ends resU ont
the grouud betind lim ; on ttese poles, itear wliî-e tltey
tonds the ground le built rip a sort of stagiug, fronrt wlicit
sprnigs the rack, The load is parmy sepp ortvd oithte
ground, partly ou the hem-te, andl uhile iàtnmay net be quite
as hard on herses as it soeens, every other velticl Oit tise
field is probably an improventent ont it. Tht lîay is being
stacked bore on the plain until wintem, when t i will bo
brougbt into the stables near ecdi ionie' as required.
Each famiiy is cutting thse grass in ils ewn ptîrticulrur cir-le
and titere is penty cf rooins4o that Cthe circles dIo net
enoroaclt upon one anotiter. The herdes are al cf tite
Indian pony stamp aud seu tougit, hardy littli tinigeanîd
very patient, even undor the torrneunting stingH of cloude
of mosquilos and sandflies. libre toc we leamu the ise cf
tite ring of viling wiich at this soason of thte year s to
ho seen curled up on tIhe brint cf every bat. Wtteme the
rnosquilos are bad the veiling je tic longer left up but
brougbl dowr. and the lower edge lied closely about the
neck, thus protecling the weamer front lite attacks cf these
troubiesome insecte. The herses suifer- froînttein severely,
even though Choir owuers strive te alleviale their troubles
by smearing lhemn over wiLlh rarteid grease. \Ve defend
ourselves vigorously by eonslantly beating tire peste off wiliî
handkercbiefs, but find il inspossible to slay very long
watching the haymakers, and so rettru le 'the village.
The season is tee iate for rapls-.irries, wtîilit we had mot
witb lu abundance a fortniglit before, but wiid curants,
white and black, and gYoosebernies hanging ru yellow dlue-
tors tempt us as we pass, andi we caninot refraini frein an
occasional excursion te onue ide te pliick handfuls of blue
saskaloons, the mosl delicicus cf them al. Sortie enterpris-
ing fruit canner will yet put his factory down iii these
norîheru Manitoban wiîds aud ruttke bis fortune. Froni
the timo the slrawberry cones in until the frost bas
spoiled tbelest wiid iduin aud cranbermy hie plant wil ho
kept in vigorous oporation.

As we approacb tho mission-bouse the inisisonary, in
lis workday suit of 1'pepper-and saIt," invites us in. The

jbouse is of squared logs lîke the reet, but twe storeys big h
and considerably larger, with a littho veandah lu f ront.
The gardon before il bas some beds cf bemelike flowers
and many kinde of usefuil vegetables, aIl properly set eut,
hoed, staked and se forth, for Ibis is an objecl-leeson for

the sbarpsighted red tian. The lieuse is very plainly fumu-
isbed, as it needs muet h, cosidering the roads over wlîich

everylbing must be bouglit, aîîd a good marry cf the thingg
are of home manufacture. The white floor is covemed with
rush mats or mats cf grass and rushes iugeniouely wover
by native women ; Ilere are specirîsens of bead work about,
and there is the shoif cf books, coriforlors in weary heurs.

Missionaries are souietimes seen at missionary conferetîces

and like gatheringe in the cities, se we were prepared for
the kindly, undemonstrative man, who was none the les
preacher because ho preacbed through bis hands, his gardon
and bis barns as well as in the pulpit of the mission church.
But we were just a trifle curions to sec a roal live mis-sion-
ary's wife, in ber own home, and were perhaps a truffe
startled to find that she was not essentially diferont from
good wives iu gonoral, and quite capable of being the
source (as indeed she was) of whatever sweetness and light
we had observed in the Indianho'.

But we muet not delay toek of the comnfortable
chairs aud the cool, pleasant rooma. with their iuviting-
bomeliko look ; suffico it to say that, situateIt far away froin
the comforts and enjoyments of civilization and with very
infrequent mails (somotinies once a month or Ieýs fre-
quently) each mission ho)use visited proved that out of few
materials and in a stran 'ge, wild land, a(Christian home is
a powver for good such as no Goverumnent money can create,
and for which power the hevde of the [n hlan D ,,parttnèt
should ho ninfeignedfly thvankfnilt) the tiss;ioiinry secietie-s.

Contrary to our expectation4 the H-uîsrmn'e Bxy Coin
pny's post consisted of a very generous dtwelling bhous,4,
and a very ordinary sizqd store, mueh emaller than the
former, anti we were still furthpr surprised bylvnng
tlinugh it seems sensible enough, that the mangioiî at, the
post i4 generally larger than thse store. Th(- persan in
charge requires more consideration and corufor1. titan the
goods ho setîs. The store is a plain log building ; iri-dde it
contains one large puWiic rom)i, itt"d îith shelveq froim
ftoor to ceiling on tbree sides, windows and door on the
fourt.h. On the shelves are displayed gconls of every kinJ
required on a reserv(e and thesa app ýar teo h o f a ithl
more sensible and civiliz ýd kind than in the, days of IltI ll n-
tyne. Thle Ce)mpany'e iofl,ýer.4 ara tr.tine t like thb uue of one
of ou'. large bilnkiîsg comt)any5 anl 1tin ved la', ît frin
poslta post as îhf)y receive promotion.

Evenirtg is settling downi as we lenve the reserve. [n
aI I directions rîlg tiros are burigi n their I iftîl"feue
nif enoloqures,, which prevent th(, cVtle frein tranpiug tîtein
out in Lîteir oagernes.s to stand in the sinuke. N'U-n and
boys just come froin haying are playing fo u on the
village green, the women are itiilking caw-i i enclosures
lieside thte bouses, sînaller bi)y-,an'd girl.s ar playing at
dilî,rent gumeos irafnto the ditrorent lterd'u of cattle, love-
înrkin'y î.t 'Yoiny an toc over tIviiirilik-p t and acro-te Che
palilg-t, Olier b)oys stîlI are racingY abolit on pores, yett
nieo er eemin te knock over any oite or te mun intt a cani-
tanklerous ox. Thle village is a piclore of life and catîlo
and snsoke and dusicy evening lieut c uit n-ver fade---a
pipture of this western land, yet se strangoly suggestive of
the scenes given us of Cossaok c umtpe be. d Id Mottior
VolgaI." O lorificrous sinokeci, s;uidllie i, brrha)d
black- lai red, dar eye1 uverru; stran, g uvel bilt rîten
active children, iîerd- ofcet tie antd drovus of polnies 4; foo)'.-
baIl, ittil kiug -pails. \Vha ,a erîttrong of asseciatiotîs
for an Indiatitrierve !11,w niucli cf ilvance it tellei
Hlow mtîch of chIanige ince the inoio eantd loîffulo were the
Indians solo concerin-anul as we ru'rp iuîto aur cario,3 and
pusti ott into the broad streain, antd feel t Iu ,,ool breeze
sweep up frointIha bend in thte river we (do net doebot thtat
the prmetent lite i., better, ftlir, tliani thn olil, and tîtat
despite hie in ny weakaei4.sss iairl tny lapseýs imUbarb ur-
iii th(, lindtii npnarer to) our ido il,a ul tI i t th work cf
Agenit taniacîeranad '4rsiotitry lieu not bIen in vain.

IOrA NORr'rî[
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rIR is~ an article in tIse curr,,iILurnwÛer ef th"ýT' lVsî utrIevicu> uviich it lire ardly vklr
provoked-ttta-t attention frein tiie Caniadian proeswiich
il deserves. [t is entitled IThe Present Positionr cf Can-
ada, " and is sigued with a nîuîn uvlich lbas already licou
seen in Ibe Eegitooeuut andi eîsewîere-thai tMmL. r.Law-

ronce [rwell. LuIn oasuad style' it ii exetïpîary : il is

rarely indeed that political aud econornical suibJîcîs are
treated in a manner se unpr(,jtilieeýd anîl sa ipasieniale.

t also bears evideuîce cf lise caieful anrd conscientieus
collectioni cf facts, audîthe fActs are put forwvam'liin a way
aI once lucid and attractive. (if the present po-ition cf
Canada, however, the writer belde the glo)istl vieuve.
Througbout the many tepics witii whieît h deals the pps-
siipistic note predominates, aud tIti s4sirnistic note
acoude in a sort cf crescendo tiltIil reaches the concludinug

sentence, which ruas thtus : "rot ritain is, i foar,
bocomiug disgustod witb Canada, lier slow growth and hiem
proteclicuism, and if the buîk of lier population expressed
a distinct desime Uc cut the political cable, il is net pro-
bable that there would bo any very stroug oppositiont upon
the part et John Bull. " Qualified and guamded as this
deinile expression cf opinion is, it le doubtful if il
wonid receive the cordial assent of mauy u-îtive-bomn
Canadians. That colony, surely, wbich placidly accopted
the assertion thal the feeling with whicli it w-..s reamded
by the Mether Country waq one of dli,4,uut, vould ho open
te a charge of apalhotic, if net cf untîlial, cou tuct. But
tisa, it hias rtot been widelycrsutd in the colonial
preose is probably due, net ta our apathy or iuipiety, but
either te tire act that tht'estris aul t lbre wideiy
read, or te the faecl thal the ausertiort lias been rogarded
merely as the expression of persons1 opinion, and lbas been
read aise with an amount cf inreilaiity that d(eed a
roply uunecessaî'y. Neverthoees, Air. [rIvrîl lias said in
an Eurglish magazine of some3 importatioe that h litinke

Great Britain is becoming disgusted with Canada, and
what is more has led up to that sayiug with sorte seven or
eigbt pages of figures and facts-the first certainly net
often assailable., the second, perhaps, more open to con-
troversion. With Mr. Jrwelt's figures and facts, however,
the practised politiciaun may ba lef t to deal. The
Critie is content to question the alleged disgust with
which hie thinks Great Britain regards lier Canadian
colony.

If by Great Britain Mr. Irwoll means tho majority of the
people of the British Isies, the ans wor is that tho majority
of the people of the British hises do not know enough
abDut their transatlantic colony to be in a position to
hold any positive views whatever about it. Apathetic,
if not downright ignorant, is the termi by which to clîarac-
torize English interest in Canada. Not so very many
years ago, in a highly intelligent city in the north of Eng,-
land, a lecture was delivered uponr the sulject of the
Dominion, in1 proposing a vote of thanks for which an
othorwise quite intelligent speaker oxpressod the hope
that now that the Alabama dlaims were comfortably set-
tled nothing would intorvene to disturb the harmoniaus
re lationships betweon the two cointries, a sentiment that
was receznvod wjthout comment by the audience. Lt is
well knqwn too that in a printod proclamation issued
broadcast by the Privy Counicil on tho subject of the
Colorado beet le, Ontario was referred to as a town. And
there are few people with connexions beyond the sea
who have nlot over and over again been made ludicrously
aware of the extromely hazy ideas held by persons of
education and intelligence on our geographical and politi
cal position. The bulk of the people of Great Britain
cotnld no more be possessed of a feeling of disgust against
Canada than they couid against the Skager- Ra,,ck or the
Câttegat, for their knowledge of the one is on a par with
their knowledge of the other. No one hates Abracadabra ;
very few (beyond undergraduates) loath Barbara or
Felapton. And this ignorance is excusable ; almost, we
mav say, rational. Whiat do we here know of Ascension
Isie ; and, but for the tornado, what should we have known
of the Mauritius i

But if by Gireat Britain Mr. Irwell means the Govern-
mient for the time boing in power, or if be means that body
of men who interest thoruselves in affairs of the Empire
and are au courant with international and inter-colonial
relationships, evon thon nrot many probably will bo fonnd
to assent to the use of se strong a ternu by which to char-
acterize the feelings engondered hy Cantda's ,îlow growth
andtiber protectionism, even admitting the-e ; for intplli-
gent Englishmen will find causes for the one and will
admit reasons for the other. Mr. Irwoll loses sight of
many obstacles against which the Dominion bas to con-
tend]. Ho compares her-much to hier disadvantag-with
lier powerful neigbbour to the South-a nieigohbour the
contignity of which is nlot altogother ant unmixed boon.
Ife forgets that not tili 1867 were lier provinces confeder-
atod ; and ho forgets thit even now there exist not a few
elemonts tending to disintogration : nothing will over
cause a coalescence betweoni the Frenchi and the English
eloments, and the harmonrizing of Ultraînontanism and
Oran goism is furtîter out of the question still. Tilt the

*Canadiain Pacific Railway was built there wasi absolutely
nothing to bind east and west together, and tilt that date
aiso our spacious and fertile North. West Territories were
loft unpopulated and unknown. There is no maoneyed and
leisure class, and the class that enters Partiament is not
the best possible. The climate is not over-genial, and
want of transportation facilities have contined production
to the boit of the great lakes. Where Australia abounds
in harbours and coastline, our outlot hais for years been
largely confined to the St. Lawrence. No gold filds have
attracted to us mon and money. Where in the Antipodes
the distance between sheep farm and seabord is a matter
of scores, with us the distance between ranch and river is
a matter of thousands, of miles. Tho States were knit
together at their birth by alliance against a common foe ;
we have been mated with an uncongenial twin. Nor hias
Canada indulged in specious rhetoric by which to tempt
unthinking thousands in search of "liberty " tobier shores.
And atone amongst Eugland's colonies has Canada bad
ever to contend with a hig and hlustering nation who if
net openly bas at least been commercially belligerent.

However, even if we grant the slow growth and grant
the protectionism, even if we go so far as to grant the
disgust (which God forbid !) stili there are those who tbink
it will be a very long time indoed before the bulk of our
population express a distinct idea to cut the political cable.
And there are somne wbo think that oven thon it is pro-
bable that there will be strong opposition on the part of
John Bull.

A DESPATOH fromt Christiana says tîtat subscriptions
are huing solicited towards defraying the cost of building
and manning the Viking sbip, which it is proposed to send
to'the World's Fair. Lt is the intention to man the ship
witb the ablest Norwegian sailors procurabbe and to navi-
gate it across the Atlantic, aitbough the attempt is
regarded as a very hazardous one. Wboa the ship is on
exhibition at Chicago, alongside the caravels of Columbus,
it is tbought the Norwegian fiag, floating front mast-bead,
wilt bear witness to the intrepidity of Norse soamen, both
in olden days and at present. Tho.ïe having the enterprise
in charge wiit publish two pamphlets, one'on the Viking
ship and the other on the disooveries of L8if Ericsson,
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