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before trade unionism devours them, leaf by leaf, like the
artichoke. 1 do not tbink public opinion is friendly to the
labour unionists opposîng employers to engage non-union
men if tbuy please.

The re-entry of M. Jules Ferry into publie life is an
incident in French houme and foreign politics flot to bu
ignored. lie will likely bceleected a senator for bis native
Vosges, and bu will head a formidable Opportunist party
among the Conscript Fathers that the Chamber of Deputies
must respect. M. Ferry is very unpopular, but hu is a
very able and fearless man. Besides, Tonkin, that has
i>en linked to hic name like a chain-bail, is cornmencing
to look up. It was M. Ferry's party and the Senate
that rcscued the iRepublie fromu the Boulanger. Orieanist
consplracy.

The Rev. "lPère " Jiyacintbe Loyson bas s'4t out on a
crusade througb the provinces to denounce the Pope. Tbe
last subject, the gods bu tbanked, occupying Frenchw.en
is rligious contumely. Z.

M y STA R.

Ip Browning had a star, so, too, have 1;
My other borne it is

Wlereto, when sorrow threatens me, 1 fly.
And in my figbt towards the vaulted sky

The clinging sorrows rol
Down froni my wingéd sou],

As froni the swallow's circling formu the spray
Drops to the ruflled bay

Its pinions late did kiss.

Well said King Solomon mucli study brooght
IlA weariness of the flesh ".

And of t my brain, tired witb its overtbougbt,
Watcheth the nigbt slip by yut sleepetb not.

Then doth my star arise
Slowly before minle eyes,

Stuady, serene and coid, yet heavenly bright,
And, wbile my woes take flight,

Bind ail my thoughts ini leash.

No longer fear and discontent combine
To niake mny future drear,

For 1 arise and from that star of mine
Look down and sc our sînali eartm dinily shine,

Then ail mny joy and pain
Their proper worth obtain,

And 1 to laugh at aIl my fearB begin,
For earth's discordant din

Is stilled and God 1 hear.

Mont real. Aivrmîut\Kmt.

ABOLITION O'F TIJL GRAND JURY.

T liE announcement is made ini the columins of the daily
press that Sir- Jolin Thompson, Minister of Justice,

contumplates laying beforu Parliament a Bill codifying
the critninal laws of Canada, both as regards substantive
law and procedure. But before submitting the Bihl to
Parliarnent ho bas asked the Attoruuey-Gemîeral of each
Province anmd the judges of the Dominion to favour hlm
with an expression of their opinion as to the wisdomu of
abolishing thmu Grand Jury system. As the subjeet is onu
of popular intorest it may not bu ont of place to look at it
frorn the point of view of the citizen.

Senator Gowan spoke with a judicial mind in the
Senate two years ago wlmun bu said ini opeming, in an able
address, a discussion of the subJt-ct of aboliehimmg the Grand
Jury system, that change mierely for change cake is always
objectionablu, but cautious, gradual, permanent reform,
basud on uxperience and for the love of excellence, muet
cornmend itmolf to every thinkingr man. The modern test
of the cunning work and devices of rt-mute ages is the
common senisu test of utility and fituess, and to this test
thme Granmd Jury Bystem should bu cnbjedted. During hie
long career on the benceh Judge Gowan had ample oppor-
tunities of weighing the utility of thme Grand Jury Hsemr
as a part of the rnachinery of criminal procecution, and hie
conclusions, not haetily forrned, weru that its usefuines
bas been enrvived. lime was when the Grand Jury
surved a very useful purpose in standing betweeni the
Crown and the subject, preventing urijubt prosecutions,
but that time lias long since passed away andI no subject
nued now bu apprehiensive of heing matie an undeserving
sacrifice to arbitrary power.

The institution of the Grand Jury dates back to the
rernotet period of English hietory, its purpose being to
enquire into criminal char-ges and off nees supposed to
bave been committud in the locality and of returning unto
the court to which it was summoned its delivery therrion.
But the feeling is growing that the Grand Jury le in
several respects rischievous in its tendency and out of
harrnony with the genins and spirit of our system of
criminal jurisprudence. It lacks the best guarantue of
civil liberty--tbe open administration of justice-publicity,
which is described as the very esserydu of confidence in
judicial proceedings, as wll as the greatest secnrity for
good couduct, being trictly guarded againet, its proceed-
ings being secret and its members reeponsible to no onu
but themselves. The Grand Jury is a contantly changing
body,, whosq members are neither accustomed to the
uxamination of witnesses nor the investigation of facts,
while the continuance of the Grand Jury system makres a

draft upon maturiai froin which could otherwisu bu
selected the petit jury, really the more important of tbe
two, inasmuch as whie the Grand Jury simpiy decides
wbether theru is sufficient prima jacie evidence against an
accused person to send bim forward for trial, the petit
jury decides upon bis innocence or guilt.

The tendency of recent legislation bas been teocut
down the functions of the Grand Jury. A large number
of criminal cases do not now corne before the Grand Jury
at ail, but are tried by a judgu witbout a jury upon an
act of accusation prepared by the local Crown Attorneys
froin the depositions takion by the cornmitting inagistrates.
Ju.addition to this, in a numbur of cases, Grand Juries are
disabled from entertaining a charge unless thure has buen
a preliminary proceeding, or an indictmrent for the oflence
by direction of the Attorney General, or by direction or
consent of the court or judge havffg authority to try the
carne. In the cases in wbich Grand Juries stili perforai
their functions, their duty is virtually to revise the work
of the comnmitting magistratu. As thuelion. Mr. Justice
Gwynne onze said in an assize address to a Grand Jury at
Kingston : IlSuch, bowever, is our law that at the busi-
est portion of the year, you are called fro:o your avoca-
tiens and private pursuits to render to the country the
invaluable service of determining wbether the magistratus,
who have already investigated the casu, have or have not
grossly perverted thuir duty, and wbetler theru, is, in
fact, suflicient justification for the detention of persons
wborn who they have committed and for subjecting them to
trial for the offunce charged."

Instances are not wanting in which, through secret
pressure, Grand Juries, instead of beîng the instruments of
justice, bave allowud themsulves to bu convertud into
machines fDr preventing justice being done. Nor is this
rernarkable wben we bear in mmnd that Grand Juries are
liable to influences of many kinds, social and political,
and uven the lodge and the cburch are sornetimes made
use of in the intere8t of an accmsed person. It may bu
said that uven a Procurator - Fiscal, under the Scotch
syctein, would bu hiable to cimilar influences. But theru
is thi8 difflerence, that, in the case of a P roc urator- Fiscal,
the responhibility would bu centrud on onu public officiai,
not dikstributed over twunty-four privatu citizens, dulibor-
ating in secret.

We may aIl agrue with the sentimients exprescud corne
years ago by Chief Justice Hlagarty, that II to dispense
with tht Grand Jury is quitu impossible until seone care-
fui substitute is found." That careful substitutu exists
in the safer and more efficient systeni of Public Prosecu-
tors in vogue in Scotland. It is not a new systurn, by
any mens, baving been long tried and thoroughly tusted,
and if the wisdoiu of a scheme is to bu measured by its
cuccecsful working, then that of the Scotch Public Prose-
emtorsH, or Procurators- Fiscal, commends itself for imita-
tienm and adoption. These offlcers of the law would
perforai the functions now performed by the Grand Jurius.
Thuy would have a certain tenure of office, and the carne
independence of local influence which the law accords to
judges and police magistrates. Being mumbers of the
legal profession, they would be able to appreciatu the
value of evidermce, bring out the facts from the wituesses,
and shoulder a responHibility which it is now impossible
te ix upon any one juror. Tbey would bu under the
direction of the chief law officer of the Crown, and thus,
without any serious disturbancu in the rnachinury of the
courts, crimirmal prosecutions would bu placed on mucb
the saine footing as under the Scotch syster, for whicb it
is claitned that under it the investigation of criminal
offencus and the proceedings preparatory to crirninal prose-
cutions are beyond the control of popular influence in the
local ceuse, while subject to strict officiai supervision and
to the control of public opinion acting in accordancu with
the constitution.

Arnong the fîuctions of the Grand Jury, Senator Trudel
once pointed out what seemed te hirn to bu a most useful
onu, that it is a kind of commission of guneral enquiry
into the workings of prisons, asylums, and other public
institutions, ln which its usefulnuss is specially set-n. But
to thosu who know anything of the practical working of
the Grand Jmries ln sncb cases, it is known that thu
institutions wlicb they inspet are always prepared and
dlean swept for tbe occasion, wbilu the inspection
consmsts of a mun thrcough the building at the heels of thu
warden or superintendent. The best proof of thu inutility
of sucb visits of inspection is to bu found in the fact that
the Goverrnent has inspectors of its own, who offlcially
inspeet the public institutions, and on their reports, not
on thu recomrendtions of Grand Juries, improvuments
are madu, and changes carried into uflect.

The subject of the Abolition of the Grand Jury is not
a new onu as far as the Dominion Govurnent is con-
curned, its attention baving buen directed to it for some
years past, and two years ago Senator Abbott went so far
as to promise that as soon as the tundency of public
opinion was such as to justify an atternpt to rumove this
tribunal altogether from the administration of the law,
the Government would bu prepared with a muasure to
substitute for it Il one whi.-h will bu calculatud to perform
ail the duties of the anciunt Grand Jury in a more satis-
factory, a more speedy, and a more economical mannur."
This surely means the adoption of the Scotch cysturn, and
if Sir John Thornpson bas rusolved to carry out the
pledge of the leader of the Goverrnent in the Senatu,
much of the credit of the reform will belong to Senator
Gowan, wbo bas been the means of keuping the subjuct
buforu the country these many years, bringing to bear

upon it his wide judicial knowledge and a life-long
experience,coupled with that care and reEearch which have
characterized his work alike on the Bench and in the
Senate. ALEx. F. PiRiE.

LONDON LETTER.

ITHJNK I could have borne it bettur if it hadn't been
in blank verse; as it is, it is "lunhearful," as the nurses

say. That our seats were bad, high up, near to the blazing
chandelier, bad somnething to do, no doubt, with our dis-
satisfaction. Still one had heard so mucli in praise of
IIRavenswood," the acting and the scenery, that a littie
discornfort would have been cbeerfully endured ; and we
settled ourselves down not far fromn the gods and listened
to the dreamy mnusic and waited for the curtain to lift,
with a pleasant feeling of relief from the usual uncertainty
as to the quality of a theatre entertainiment.

Perhaps Mr. Terriss, with his vulgar Adeiphi airs, bis
cheap swagger, was something of a shock when the play
began, but one didn't complain, as it was feit the entrance
of the Master would set everything in tune. Alas, what a
disappointment 1 Throughout the long scenes, dreary and
monotonous for theu most part, Mr. Irving was astonish-
ingly bad, as great a failure, in fact, as ever he was in
Romeo.

Mr. Herman Merivale's drama is in part to blame, for
to be sure it is a play of the feeblest ; yet 1 have known
Mr. Irving make something fine out of ruaterial as poor.
Last night there was but one lucid interval, as we may
say, and that was in the iast act, when the marriage
contract was about to be signed.

Such a beautiful scene, like one of Mr. Orchardson's
delicate tableaux vivants that hang littering, ail blue, and
primrose and white, year after year on the walls of the
Acaderny. Such a beautiful scene, in the midst of which,
with restless, shining uyes, wanders the poor Bride of
La.rnmermoor, waiting bewildered for her fate, the while a
great cornpany throng in anl out amongy the candie lighted,
pillared rooins. Then the dlock strikes, and chu must givu
up ail hope. K> she sigyns ber namne. And then, at last, at
last, the laggar(l sweetheart cornes with travel-stained cloak
and jingle of spurs, cornes when evorythin !g is at an end,
and of ail guests he is luast to bu desired. At that
moment, and for perhaps ten minutes after, Mr. Irving
was really Edgar Ravenswood; and it was something to
bear how bis voice lost ail its harsh, unrnusical toues;
sornethingy to see how his movemuents became perfectly free
and natural as he (lemanded the reason of Lucy's long
silence and ber broken vows. lt is said that at the Mer-
înaiden's Well his love-making is so fine. 1 cannot se
that. Irving is neyer convincing as a pleading lover ; the
character doesn't fit him soinehow. ilf the time he isn't
thinking of wlat bu is swcaring, and the other haif he is
saying to hiaiself Il this love business is ail stliff." In the
contract sceeue last night, upbraiding, ruthiesa, pitiless, he
was at bis best and touched our huarts. It is impossible
to compare him favourably with such admirable loyers as
one finds in almost every London theatre. I arn think-
ing of Mr. Charles Wyndham, Mr. George Alexander (I
hear from an old gentleman that when lie was young
George Alexanders wure twelve a shilling), Mr. Waller,
Mr. 'rurry, Mr. Hiawtrey, their naines are legion. One bas
to accept this defect of Mr. Irving's with resignation, and
as a rule it is airply atoned for.

IlRavenswood " dragging its slow lengtb speudily ceasud
to interest me as it cea4ed to interest two looker8 on who
were behind me. During the first act tbey were in a
mazed f raine of mmnd. i cati't understand a word he
scys," deciared one, witlm a jerk of ber thiiinb towards Mr.
Irving. "I wish we'd gone to the ILane instead," grumbled
the other. Soon they gave up the play as a bad job and
learing back in their seats tuned their tongues to gossip,
which t the-,y murmureci sufflciently loud for mie to huar.
1 could quote you word for word many a vastly enter-
taining fragment of tbeir family history-.-a famîly bistory
which absorbed mie quite to the exclusion of the direful
episodes in the life of the Ashton family. Perhaps eaves-
dropping is hardly an honourablu uemployament ; yet I can't,
for the life of me, refrain fromn repeating a little bit of a
sketch with whicb the most lively of the two dames
delighted ber friend--and me.

.You know old Brown (mhu said), of the firrn of
Brown, Jones and Robinson i They are linen drapers and
live near the ' Angel ' at Islington. lie died worth
thousand8 and thoumgands. lie had only one 'obby-to
ride the whole length of a twopenny bus, have threo
penn'oth of gin and a long dlay pipe at the Green Man, and
ride back for two.pence. When the fare was risen to
threu.pence bu cursed for a week, Mary Anne told me, but
couldn't give up the treat though it was so uxpensive.
Jones and Robirson were the working partnurs. They
quarrelled over a trifle and would flot speak for twelve
years. Joues told the carpunter to put a desk in a par-
ticular corner. Then Robinson carne in. 1''Oo told you
to put that desk there ?' 1 Mr. Jones, sir.' ' Thun I
can't 'ave it put there ; put it back be'ind thure.' Then
Jones he corne in. ''Oo the devil told you to put the desk
there,' ho said to the carpenter.' Mr. Robinson, sir.'
' Then I'm darnned if 1 'ave it theru; put it up same as 1
said.' Then Robinson says, quite solumnly: 'Jones, if
you 'ave the desk there PHi neyer speak to you again as
long as I live.' But Jones would 'ave it there. Thuy
continued to 'ave breakfast together at the 'ousu ail those
years but neyer spoku. When a son of each of 'umn was
made a partuer they used to take their meals with 'em,
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