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of the Opposition, f-aring the resuits of urîpopularity witi
Roman Catlîolic voters, would net evenl fight the question,
refused even te propose the veto, which, by the way, had
been specially intended by iLs fraîcers te ineet this very
case, and s0 the (4overnor-General xva., of course, power-
less." The saine s'veeping inmputatioun of motives re-appear.;
in the assertion Chat tbie Central Parliatîtent " abdicated
its f,înctions, iL rcsiyncd Cic Protestant îîinority into the
lîands cf the m j,rity, aiid why ?f L;,%~use at te moment
Catholie votes were te becaptnred for the next election,
and Itecause leading politicians prefer Chte chance of office
te the unpopîîiar satisfactionî cf securing tIe future inter-
ests of te population wîomîtîey profess te protect from
harm and goverp. in the interests cf public weal." The
motives cf politicians are, like tiiose cf other men, lest
known Le theinselv es, anîd, perhîaps, net always well-
kîîown toemicîselves. But if iL should be asserted that
"on this partictîlar occasiont the leader-s and nieinbers of

J^both politicai parties in thîe Conions rose te an uîîusual
degree aliove party considerations and united, at consider-
able îisk cf personal popularity, ini vindicating an import-
ant constitutional principle," it would net be diflicuit, we
think, te show just as good reasons for this opinion as
Professer Maîairy can adduce for the other.

W-RAT were the design anti scope of the power of
vetoing provincial legisiation as defined, net in the

words of tIe Act of Confederation, but in Lhe minds of the
original framers of that Actf What limits, if any, did
tliey intend to set te the autonoîny cf the Provinces withini
their own sphcre of legisiation?' These questions, whicî
are now being debatcd as never before, are of considerable
imporLance as aids in thîe interpretation of the clauses cf
the conîstitution whiclî bear upon the peint, and the inean-
ing of whiclt i8 just îîow ini dispute.,XVo are net of the
nuinber cf Chlose who tiîink titat the f ture relations of te
Provinîces te eacb other and te thc Central Autîerity can
be decided for ail tinte to coiel>y the resuit of an appeal
eiLler to te woi-ds of LCte Act or te the inîtentions of iLs
fraiers. If ait error eitheîr in judgment or ini expression
was coiutmittctl in cite directionî or auiother, Liero is no
goecd reason why the Ctamadians cf the present or a coming
gelieratien sitould not be as comîpetent te correct iL as were
their predecessors te fraîne the~ original compact. T[he
peints are nevertheless weil werth the discussion they are
receîving. T usiL appears that ne one wlio wiil takrete
trouble e refresh lus nîenory by an uîîpre judiced re-reading
of the ntt-iiorable debates in wlîich thte leading features of
te Act cf uniont were outlimîcd aund, discussed, will find

mucit diflhcuity in rcaching a conclusion. We seeclne reason
te suppose that iLler Catitolic or Protestant views and
ambitiouns detertnined LIe final shape cf those sectionîs of
te British N ortht Aiticrica Act. The general enor of tChat

memorable debate at te Quels'c Conference shows that
the ceîtreiling anxiety aîîd aiin cf ail concerned were te
define se cearly te lnes cf deniarcation between te
domaitîs cf IVderai and Provinîcial legisiation and adnîitî-
istratien as te obviîtte, if possible, ail danîger of coîîflict.
Forcseeittg, hoxever, that ic skili or prescienice could per-
fectly accmptîlisi titis, antd anxioistS t avoid Lhe evils
wrought by the State Riglits Extremniists in the Anerican
Unien, tliey further provided that in 911 cases of conflicting,
legisiationi or jurisdictien the Central Autiîerity should
prevail. This provision seeîîîed Le those shrewd but net
ominiscient micste afford a simîple and satisfactoî'y rute
for the solution cf every queFtion cf.jurisdiction tChat aligiît
at amytLune arise.

IF it be said tCtat the foregeiîîg viev uPhelds Lite Provin-
-- cial Lights doctrine and makes esdli Province supreme

within its own constitutienV.l lijuits we cannot deny LIe
impeaclinient. 'hfl ny modiicatien, if iL be such, is titat
covered by tIe clause in Sir John Miacdenaid's well-known
prenouncentent upon Lthe question, ini wiich lie places among
tIe cases jumifving the use cf LIe veto power that in
whidi Lhe Provincial legisiatton is itstile-we quote freni
memery and cauneot recallite exact eris-te Lhe general
interest of the Deminieut. This limitation, whidli, with
the others referred te, was accepted ly ail parties, is
evidently indefinite, and leaves wide reeni for diflerence of
opinion as to whether any given legislation of a Province
cernes under Lhe category. This indefiniteneas is protally
unaveidalle. But it is idie te attempt Le maintain, as
some writers are doing, that Lhe careful guarding of pro-
vincial auitonomy ani the constitution was soleiy, or evena
chiefly, the work of Sir George Cartier and lis French col-
leagues with an eye to tIe future Of French Catholiciani
and natienahienu. The simple fact is, as we have before

pointed eut, that the original contracting Provinces were a
1,unit upo ttis point. We ail krîow \vlei-e Ontario stands
dand lias stood in regard te iL. Every onc wito knows any-
y thing of the state of feeling in Lhe Maritime Provinces at

LIe ime cf union knows tbat tlîey were net one wltit less
i ntent upomi preserving ce mplete self mile in ail local tnatters
tiChan Quebec iterself. Net one cf the four Provinces wouid

(I ave ev-ci considered for ait heur a proposition iooking te
a legîisiative uniont, or te any other forte cf union witiclt
wouid have give toL te Central Autiîority a right to
ntmeddle witlî purely local cohîceîns. 1f tItis view roduces
the peliticai veto on Provincial legisltion to a nullity iL
cannet be iîclped. Facts are stubborn. T]'b fact in this
case is that the Dominion is a voluntary federation of self-
ruling provinces, net a Sovereign state wiîiciî las conferred
certain municipal powers, in accorlamtcc witl geograpitical
or racial subdivisions. irst New Brunswickr, then
Ontario, and inally Manitoba have viiîdicatcd this vtew.
BY the vote on the question cf vetoing tîte Jcs'uits' Estates
Act Parlianient bas alnîost utiaimously declared iLte be

*now Lhe accepted constitutional doctrine. \VlietIer
(ioverînent and Parliantent wili tmaintain titeir censistency
wimemî Le new reforîtîs about to bc iiaugurated by Mani-
Loba come before them reinains te le scen.

ASthe day for the mteetinîg cfte Congress cf Amîteticaît
States at WVashington approacîtes, Lime subleet is

naturally attracting considerable attention. The proceed-
înngs of the Cocngress wille followed witli înterest in LChose
H'urepean ceuintries, amtong wlîich Grtat lritain is, cf
course, Lhe chief, wvhicli are ncw tradintg largely with tte
countries of Central antiSentît America. So far as tIc,
propesemi Congreqs takes te shape cf a first step in the
direction cf broaking down thtI artiticial barrit'rs wiicî
flcw prevent~ free and mnutualiy Profitable intercourse le-
twen te difl'erent couimunities wlîiclt occupy te(-cîquî-
tinffîît, iLs eflect eau be cnly iteneficecut.Sbeuld an
atteinpt le made, as is cvidemitly feared aîbroad, te mîake iL
a îtîovemeeît towards an " Ainerica umited agaiuîs Europe,"
iL is pretty surely picdestined Le fait, as iL ougît te fait.
TI'bse Ammîrican republics whiciî art' now en jeying te
bt'netit't cf a large Emglish and Eumopean trade are net
very like(ly t) crippie thîir commerce ant i ncrease the- cost
cf living te titeir people by agreeiîîg te adopt pîchibitory
tariffs for te lenefît of United States' niianufaceturers.
Aside fromît Lie mater cf trade there are ntany clau,,(ssof
thc proposed arrangement witiciu, if found feasibie, couid
net fait mc prove beneficial te ail conceriîcd. 1Tniiforntity of
we-îgitLs andt measures, alntI cf coinage, and abeve al, a
Court cf Arlitratien for tIe scttleîîttiet of ail disputes
between Amierican ýStates, couid le ob jectcd te l'y 1ne outside
nation, and would le cf inestimable value to ail coiîcerned.
If LIe latter ratienal andi emligitened itîtloti fer Lhe set-
tIemient cf international tîjîjieiuties couid be adopted, an
exautipitiwouhul be-set wertity cf imîitatiomi l'y al Lte
natiemns. There iti, we fear, luit little prospect of Lhe
immedate acccitplisbîîteitt cf any of te great refortns
proposed, buL even siteuldthetti Congress fait cf anly inmuîie
uiate result, iL wilI paveite way for similar meîetings in
te future, wiLh amu almmost sure prospect of ultimnidm

succese. 't is in the nature cf great finatîcial, politicýat antI
tuerai ideas, Chat tIhenmore Lhey are discutssed aund relectod
upen, the nearer is brougiît the day cf tChoir ultimuate
adoptien. If Lhe Congress euters tipon iLs vrk in a
broad anti cordial spirit iL mîay prepare the way for great
acitieveittents in Lite near future,. If, uuîiappiiy, iLs timlib-
eratioîîs should i)tLlallecteil by marrow conriiflii Clj ealousie,
anti display a spirit of liostiiity Le Furoptan ceuntries--as
if there couhd be any real antagonismît betweeîi thte Cruet
interests of LIe people cof the Lwo hemîispiteres--ail broad-
mnnded Amricans, in ail latitudes, wiil rejoiue at LIe
coliapsi) whicit will surciy await iL.

~[~IE hîttcime ws, ii our opintion, cieariy jiqtifiale
Sini law, and in te forumt cf sound, practical conmmon

sense was comlineîdll, In tîtese words LIe -United
States Circuit Court, of Caiifornia, expresses iLs views ef
the act of Dcputy Marsital Nagle ini LIc shooting of
ex-Judge Terry. if the view of te character aîîd intention
of Lhe siain mian whicîî was taken by LIe court, and is Chat-
of the public as well if* we may judge ly Lhe expressions
of the mest respectable journals, le accepteti, littie fault
can le found with Lhe verdict. IL is taken for gî'anted
that in making the assault tIe man who was se suunmarity
sent Le lis acceunt intended nothing less than LIe death
of MIr. Justice Field, and iL must le admitted itis previeus
record loft littie reon, CL doubt LIe inference. Peace
oticers Miiust le prctected in tePerformance Of the
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a danîeo~ dut'es with which they are often entrusted.
8wbie,, as in t:ie case in qluestion, no tiiiiîe is afforded for
1-thiouti., but <ecisive action mnust be taken on the instant,
t it is but fair and right that large allowance sliould be

imade for possible errors of judginent. At the saine tiine
9 thre is, as a recent instance nearer home painfully shows,

considerabie danger in tiiese days of going te the other
extrcînc, andi cntrusting too niuch arbitrary power over

1lib>erty and life te menl whose coolness and discretion can-
nlot be rclied on iin exeiting momîents. Few will, however
deny that th(, act of Marslîal Nagle was justifiable under

J the circunistances. But whien the presiding judge of the
court goes furtber and says that hie acted, not only in

good faith," as no doubt lie did, but Il with consuminate
courage, judgnîcnt and discretion," miost of those who have
read the accounts of the tragedy will be inclined to demiur.
So far as wt, are awarc, no evidence was adduced to show
that the deceased was arnied at the tintie. At ieast lie
does flot appear to have exhibited any weapon. Ln sucli
a case te narshai, pistol in hand, and surrounded by
those wiio would ini a momient, no doubt, have cone to lis
aid, had ho been possessed of " consuininate courage, judg-
nient and discretioni," should surely hav e beon able te pro-
tect the life of the one mnan without taking that of Lhe
other. Had the case occuirred ini Canada we cani readily
believe that the officer would have been lionourabiy
acquitted, but wc cal, hardiy cenceive of oneO of our courts
pronouncing se igh an euiogiutu upon an act which may
as veili have been tht, ofsprin- of inomentary fear as of
lofty courage, An appeal bas been taken to the Supremue
Court of the Ufnited States, but there can be scarcely
a doubt th1a theb verdict wiil be sustained.

NUVELISTS AI) TIEIR READEIS.

rr LIE flood of cheap literature which flows ever this con-ftinent froin the prolific presses of New York must be

sentiments of the public. 0f course the lass of literature
inost in deiand is fiction, and iin the supuly of fiction, as
in that of othcr saleable conodities, thie quality is
rvgulated by the character of the deniand. WThile it j8gyratifying to sce a liberal supply of the best authors in
thils popular mnarket, an evidence indicative of a liberal
request for sucit reatlitig, it cannot be overlooked that upon
the enorîlious tide of cheap fiction there is a good deal of
froth, more or iess discoloiired by impurities which haveC a
tendency Le rernain in the moral systern after the unsub-
stantial vehicle in which they have been conveyed to the
palate lias dissolved inte its original nothingness. IL is
depiorable that there slould bie so large and unhealthy an
appetite for stîîff'se destitute of sustenance and so inipreg-
nated with moral poison. lroth, however, is furnishied by
other caterers besides publishers, and while the demnand
exist ses wili the supply.

After ail it is Probable that they Who go to the purer
and steadier streain beneath for their literary drauglits are
the niajority. The prompt and extensive reproduction on
this side of the wator of the best Engliali writers is full of
qi«,nithciýnce. F'lash literaturo is butthe food of unformed
tasteý, as unripe fruit and unwholesome confectionery are
acceptable te the palates of chidren. 'Ple abundance aud
cheapiiess of the best fiction cannot fail ta have a beneficial
ettect upon tîtat nuierous class who do not go beyond
fiction for their inteliectuai pleasures.

Owing tc the aimnest universal indulgence in light
literature which now prevails either froin the want of
leisure or the want of taste for serions reading, the voca-
tion of the novelist lias beconie important to others besides
hiiiself. Aii a good writer stamps a geod deal of his own
character. upon bhis work, lis character is of consequence.
Once upoit a iîîîie wlien fiction began, a novel was a "Iwork"
upon whli Iî ts author pondored with consiiderabie soleîîînity
before collntuninig it. Plot, incident, dialogue, character,
sketches and "studies" were net ail or nearly ail engaging
the writer's solicitude ; the great thing was the Il tesson."l
Noee!5 in fact wore constructed on the principle of Fable,
elaeh witilîiLs coi'spicuous Moral. A story was ne story if
written without a purpose, to the acliievernent of which al
developnîcnts were Lient. It was a sernîoiî in fiction, a
pili disguised ir. sugar. And as mîany a poor author found
tlîacthte oniy way te convey lus stigar te the virtueus
patate was by putting iL round1 a salutary pill, it often came
to pass that te duiy licensed dispensers and coînpounders
of nierai drugs were up in rigliteous war againat the hap-
less writer. OThose orthodex books of fiction were no deubt
respcctfuliy and profitabiy read and perhaps believed by
our unsophisticated predecessors, on the principle (firmiy
revermnced by Captain Edward Cuttie> that ail books were
true ; anîd even in this frivolous age tiîey deserve venera-
tien. But aIlthLis is dianged îîow. We will have neither

eachers nor preachers wlîe will not at least interest if they
caniiot amuse us, with soinetiîing besides the lessons a.nd
doctrinîes with whiclî their messages are frauglit. If we
are te take nierai pilîs in the old way they must lbe se
abundantiy sugared that the drug shahl e Ilnowliere " in
the compound, seeing how apt we are te resent the intru-
sion of its unpalatable flaveur. Hence the conteniporary
novelist bas quite abandoned the role of a teaclier and
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