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~SuNN THrE NODDING VIOLET."

"'And frein her fair and unpollnated flash,
May violets slpring. "-Haiml't.

BLOSSOMS cf blute, on sleuder stems down bent,
Pcepîng frein guarIèd root and grassy bed,
Wbose ioveliuess allures tlîe careless tread
0f cbild aud peut, wben in beart's content
They leave life's rnisery and mnerrimient
Te muse aloîîe withi Nature. ht is said
Tl1 at front tbe saiuted graves of maideus dead
Ye rise as type cf truc-love innocent.

On tlîis lotie mounid cf lier now sadly laid
Te rest within. the fold cf nothor eartb,
May violets spring te testi fy lier wortiî,
Who wvas by Fortune crueliy betraycd

And, as ecd year is robed with new and ricn delighit,
Be ye lier constanît witnesses iii aIl mn'n's sight.

E. G. GAWRTIWÂITE.

ELECTION NOTES.

Tay writcr of tlîis is somewlîat iii the positionî iu wlîicb eue wli in tbe council
cf war had voted against lighting tiiîds huîîîseif wheu the battlù lias been
fougbt and won. fle dreaded and deprecatedl the conflict. At that tiie
it was very doubtful wbether there wotild bo a inajority iii the lieuse cf
Comninus againgt theo second reading cf the Bill. still mîore loubtful was
the rcsult cf the general electien by whieli the defeat cf the Bill would be
followed. Thli country hadi been takun by surprise. Tlie people were very
ill-infornned as te the question. Large mîasses cf thein were totaliy
ignorant, and were untraitied iii tlîe use cf the political power whicb biad
been reccnitly thrust upon thoni. But whatever migbt bu the immediate
result eitber cf the division or cf the election, it was certain that by thedivision, and still more by the electien, euie great party ii the State wouild
be fataily commiiitted te a policy cf Separation, which, apart freint the
influence cf the leader, lîad, as MUr. Bright say8, net twenty sincere
supporters in the fleuse outside the Irish party, and bad scarcely any
genuine support aiong thme people. To treat the Bill as dead and decline
te dîscuss it further or vote upon it, wbenî its author bad aunelunced that lic
would net go into coin huitte0 and had pl'ded liinselif te prorogue and netadjourn, was a policy whiclî obviou.4ly had i1 uksdaî whiclî would
have ef t the Soparatimt Goveruiinent iu power, but which, by ailowing
everybody te reomain ulicoinmnitted, would have iîverted al great evii. Tbe
Bill wbeu brougbt up again iii its new foraii, with tlîe Irish inmbers
adinitted oui reservcd sulject.4, woul hatve been. just as absurd and imiprac-
ticable as it was ilu the eld forin, antd wottld have beecu as easily defeate>l.
Besido,4 which the counitry would have had the chance cf Il a long coveted
repose." Ni. (fladstone's persorial ascelidency being ovidontiy the chief
danger, there was great hope iii delay.

But the signal for battle once 'iveni thiere could bu ne hiositation iii the
mind of at inioîîist. 'Tle manl who (1l08 Inet perceive that an I rish PaVlia-
mient mneans separatieli by nui aigry and lingkerimig process muust be a great
genius, or very iuuch thme reverse. Ant Eug-lihinanî l)y birth carînot wish te
Sec bis niative counîtry disinenbhered, and disieiberedl by th#e bîands cf
foroigri cemspirators. A Caiîa>ian catnot wish te sec the centre cf bis
civihization ruiuled, anti the fing cf his racu f urled iii shamue. Evon a citizen
cf the world, as 1 thîiîk, caniiot wish te so the pnwar cf Great Britain
wrecked, heu influence aunulled, and hier light put eut among the nations.
Trhe universni acclaimi cf ahl the oleu f lEiilaiid, beth iii Europe and lu
Anierica, which greoee Mu. (Gladstotuu'ti proposaI, was a suthucienit warning
to a loyal E glishîiunaii. I kuew% eiough of Irish his4tory te compare thu
treatmnent an<l condition cf freiand before the Union, witli lier
treatment and bier condition sinice the Union, and te estimate at
its truc value the incendiary or iercatiary tale of Irish wrongs. 1 knew
efcugh cf Irish chiaracter on both sides cf the Atlanîtic te be sure that
its political faultis werc its own and miot thu elfect cf British conuectiomi.
1 knew cucuglu cf Irish rul iii Ainerican cities te judge wlîat sort cf
blessing an Irish Parliamnt ansi Governumeut would bu te, Ireiand,
especially when it was4 pretty certain. tbat as soomi as this grand fuud of
patroniage anti peif fiad been provided Irish.American adveniturers would
lie flocking back te this side cf the Atlantic. Coming freon Canada, wbcrc
wc had Feniaîjism closu at hîand, aud liad beemi twice invaded by its
piratical but farcicai 1îordeî, 1 could îîot fail te be specially impressed both
with the fereigîî chiaracter cf the conspiracy andI witb its despicable weak-
ness, or te, feci that te, surrender te it would be the very depth of national
ignemîny.

As to, the conduct cf the Prime Minister, I could net have any more
dcubt than 1 had as te the issue whîich lie had raised. Long and zeaiously,
thougli net wheily witbout misgiviîîg, 1 had followcd hlm. But a chang-e
seemed te have come ever bis cèharacter. Pepularity visited huju late in.
life, and it appearS to have been tee mucli for bim. Rie had stvowed lu
effect bis conviction that tîmere was nothing that an Irish Parliament could
do for Ireiand whicb the United Parliament couid net do botter for bier.
H1e bad himiself anneunccd te an applauding crowd at the Guildhall the
arreat cf Mr. Parnell. lic bad denounced Mr. Parnell as marching
through rapine te the dismemberment of the Empire. H1e had taunted
fle Tory Goverument with its Parnellite alliance. H1e bad cailed for a
majority te eîîablc bina te resrist the pressure and the clameur cf the

Nationalists. Failing to obtain that majority hie had at once fiung himself
into the arms of Mr. Parnell, and accepted power as lis gif t. 1 do net
scrutinize motives, but 1 point to actions. The aspect of this action was
rendered more suspicious by the mode of performance, by the floating of
the scbeme of surreudet' through a domlestic Mercury, the equivocal dis-
ciaimer, the sinister sigtiallin g to the Parnellites, and the indirect way in
whieb Lord Salisbury's Governînent was overtbrown, by supporting the
amendment of Mr. Jesse Collitgs, which having served its turn is flouted
with its fraîner. As to the pro ffier of support to Lord Salisbury in settling
the Irish question, it was evidently littie better than a ruse. -Peel
cbanged, but Peel avowed bis change and paid bis tribute to publicmorality; for did bie fling bimself eut of the cabinet of Lord Liverpool
into the arms of O'Connell. It has been alleged in defence of Mr. Glad-
stone's incousisteucy that lie showed an inclination to Home iRule when
lie exteuded the suffrage in Ireland. But to say that lie meant in exteMd-
ing the Irish suffrage to throw the game into the hands of the Nationalista,
and then to coalesce with tbem for the settiement of the Irish question,
would be to briug agaiust bis integrity and patrioti8m a far more grievous
charge than the bitterest of bis opponents bas yet brouglit.

Biddeu by an Association of Canadian friends of the -Union to do
anything in my power for the cause, 1 put myseif at the disposai of the
Liberal tJnionist Coinmittee, and by it was employed as an old English
Lîberal in inducing Liberal Unionjsts to be true te the patriotic alliance
and give their votes to Conservatives. There was difficulty in this, asthere was in inducing Conservatives to vote for Liberais. To abstain, an
ordinary Liberal, if lie was a Unionist, was willing, but not to vote with
the Blues, wben lie hiad ail bis life, voted witb tbe Yellows. Lt was not te
be expected thiat the masses would at once comprehlend an extraordiuary
situation and understand that this was not an election but a national vote
on the question of tho Union. The resuit varied with local circumstances
and the characters of candidates: somne seceders had a more difficuit pi11
to Hwallow than others. Iu four places out of five which 1 visited the
appeal was successful ; in the fifth ail remained bard and fast in the
party lines. There were complaints of coldness or bad faith, of course, on
botb sides, and on botb sies inatter for sucb coînplaints might have been
founid. There were ca.ses in whlîi the Liberal Unionist polled fcwer votes
titan a Coniservative liad polled at the previeus election. But My
impression is that on the wbole there was as rnuch preference of
country te Party as could reasouably be expccted. There was enough
at ail events to save the State. Stili the bulk of the electors simply
voted witli their party. Coid Party have been really eliminated, the
verdict on the Simple is4sueý of the Union wouild have been more decisive.
In estimatilig the force and the~ efforts of the Liberai Unionists it must bereîueuibered that the organiization cf the Liberal Party, which was verystrong, reinained almos. everywhere in Separatist hands. The Liberai
lJnionist managers had to extemporize an organization, which, it seemed
te mie, they did well. 0f the abstentions a large proportion may be taken
to, have been Uuiionist. There is, therefore, probably a considerable
reserve force for the Union.

Party wrath, cf course, was bot agyain8t the Liberal Seceders. Theywere calleil, like the Amnerican Seedi(ers, " Mugwurnps." And there really
is ne littie resemllance between thein and those bigb iminded and indepenl-
dent meihrs cf the Republican party, who, at the last Presîdential elcc-
tien, refusid te vote at the dictate of the Caucus for the pcople's Blajue,
and by turning- the election iii faveur of Cleveland, did the Repubiic thegreatest service that lias been lotie it for mauy a ycar.

For Mr. Giad8tone's scbeiue net a word, se far as I saw, was said. luthe campaign literature cf the Separatists it was neyer meutioned. But afeeling did prevail-and it was entirely creditable te the pcople-tbat
501110 great wreug bad been dont( te Ireiand, and that reparation ouglit tebe mnade te bier. '['ie people had net studied Irisb history, and tbey couldnet know tbat [risb wrengs were a tale cf tbe past, or tbat Irisb sufferingswere uîainly either self-iîîllicted or tbe acts net cf Governinent, but cf Na-ture. Nor could they tell tbat ecenemical ilîs would net be cured, butrather agg ravated, by pelitical revolution. The plea for conciliation againstceercion alse produced great etfect on tbe popular heart. And here againitbe mnasses- were at the Mercy cf tbe sturnp eraters, and notably of that
grantlest of ail stuïnp erators, the Prime Minister. It was net easy te meeteluetion with facts, and make it plain that Ilceercion " was nothing butthe performance of the first duty cf a Government towards the law-abiding
citizens cf Ireland, wbose lives, i)roperty, and industry were threatened by agang cf political terrorists and assassins. That the Irish ougbt te be
allowcd te maniage their owu affairs was another argument whicb told upon
simple mninds te whicb Ireland was soetbing very remoto, and whichcould net sec tbat Irish and Britisb affaira, Irish and British property, theIrisb and the British races 'vere inextrîcably biended in the two islands. Therewasg oven a vague hope tbat the Irisb policy of Mr. Gladstone was goilngte clear England cf the Irisb and take tbem ail back te their own island.
Lt is ncedless te Say that notbiug could be f urther f rom the truth, inasmuclias the effect cf League and New York Government in Jreland would cer-
taînily be te scare capital, paralyse trade, and increase destitution, whjcb,
as botb demagogue and priest strenuously oppose emigration te America Or
tbe Colonies, must flow into Great Britain.

Worship cf the G. 0. M. was very strong. Masses sucb as now have
tbe Suffrage do net tbink or care mucli about questions ; their imaginations
crave for a namne and a figure, and the only namne and figure, RoyaltY>
having for twcnty years effaced itsclf, are those cf Mr. Gladstone. i'sage excites interest and veneration, and gives him, te, the villager's mind,
tbe autbority of vast experience.

Democracy, unorganized, thus tends te ene-man pewer. But there wasaise a feeling, wberever rcvolutionary longings, wbletber Social or agrarian,
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