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ed his style by listening to lectures.

e can hardly expect to secure in
Manitoba the services of a professor
"f’ho can give us better lectures on Eng-
lish Literature than those that have
already appeared in print. Nothing in
this line can surpass certain chapters of
Newman’s “Idea of a University.” Yet
the careful reading of these, although
more profitable than the mere attend-
ance at lectures, will not suffice to
transform the reader into a master of
English. What is needed is practice
! writing under a careful teacher who
corrects all faults of style, and this work
can be done best in the colleges.

In this connection T may say that one
of the things we most regret in the
University curriculum is the neglect of
?Ormal rhetoric. 1 know it is the fash-
lon among thoughtless people to pooh-
Pooh all treatises on rhetoric. Doubt-
less there were exaggerations in some
of the old-fashioned treatises; there
Was, for instance, a too minute study
of rhetorical figures. But these exag-
gerations of analysis were far less harm-
ful than the utter neglect of the eternal
Principles of rhetoric founded upon the
®Xperience of mankind. True, we have

_text-books of rhetoric telling us how to
tonstruct sentences and paragraphs, but
the most recent ones give no directions
for the construction of an entire speech.
Now it is not by mere sentences and
Paragraphs that you persuade and con-
Vince an audience, but by a well arrang-
ed specch, developing one main idea,

ving g beginning, a body of propgrly
Marshalled proofs, a fitting conclusion.

00k at the way most of our college de-
bates, even the international one, are
Carried on. The form of the speeches
18 generally wretched; there is no order-
Y arrangement of arguments, there is
Mo rising to a climax; often there is

-Bothing but a running fire of disconnect-
ed facts delivered in a jerky style with
10 variety of tone. There being no unity
°f construction, there is little practical
effect upon the audience. All this is

Ve to neglect of training in rhetoric.

e believe —at least I do—that the
8Urest test of general mental culture is
the power of writing an effective dis-
€ourge. In our curriculum, when we
are at liberty to follow it closely, the
a8t year of the ordinary classical course
Gevotes a good deal of time to the writ-
g of speeches. As a student of that
tlass T had to write speeches in French,
English and Latin and to construct

em on time-honored models. Of
€ourse they were not masterpieces, but
they afforded an excellent means of
tl‘aining for the future. The lack of
Provision for this training has been de-
Plored by the parents of some of our
Pupils. Gentlemen, who had, in their
Own college days, spent much time in
the rational formation of style, have
More than once expressed to the pro-
®ssors of St. Boniface college their re-
8&ret that their sons had not sufficient
Practice in writing their own language.

¢ recognized the justice of the com-
Plaint but could do nothing to improve
the situation except by recommending
the students to practise writing during
Vaeations.

Another point on which we have had
%o yield in order to enjoy the benefits of
University connection is what we con-
Sider the too great importance attached
%0 mathematics in the early stages of

€ university curriculum. We should |

Prefer to see mathematics spread out in
Smaller doges over the whole course.

Mathematical Training.

While excellent as a discipline of ac-
Curacy, has a tendency, if given undue
Prominence, to narrow the mind. Som‘e
Years ago an able mathematician of this
Province published an elementary treat-
1se on logic which revealed this limited
Outlook. In explaining the syllogism
e confined himself altogether to the
Mathematical type of syllogism, the
Syllogism of equality: A—B, B—C,'—
'~C. This is an extremely narrow
View of that great instrument of reason-
g, The ordinary form, which pro-
©eeds not by equality but by inclusion
Or exclusion (A is in B, B is in C, there-
Ore A is in C), admits of a score of
legitimate variations and is consequentI.y
% more human process. The one 18
ike 5 car confined to two parallel rails,
€ other like an automobile a'.ble to
8¢our the country in all directions.
Again, we consider it a hardship to
Ve the university year -ghortened to
®88 than seven months. On the other
and, we welcome the addition of one
Year to the university course. From
3¢ Very beginning of our connection
With the university we advocated the
®xtension of time, which we consider &
ery important factor in all training.
We algo advocated a more extended
Teatment of Physics in the necessary
Sourse, and many years elapsed before
e gained that point. Now, howeven
Ve view with a certain amount of anXi-
®ty the exclusive development of the
clence department. Scientific train-

those students who h
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ing is, no doubt, of great value to the
public. One of the speakers at our

o the question at issue
f:zt:; :itfns?;ance where t‘he resea‘rches
of a university professor mlgl:lt be inval-
uable to the farmers of. t?us (_:ountry.
I lately came across smnla‘ar instance
in the United States. It is 'asserted
that, within the last two years, in Iowa,
a university professor had savefi ten
million dollars to that stfite by .hls dLS—
covery of a means of,’lm?rovmg tle
Indian corn harvest, which is the staple
of that state. BY all means, .then, let
ave a special talent
for scientific pursuits cultiv?.te _tl.xat
talent. But there i8 danger in 'gw{zg
gcience & paramount place. Scientific
studies, when pursued to the exclusion

humanizing studies, have
of other more e it hongh

a tendency to materi '
the scientist is constantly taken up with
the search into the causes of phenomena,

i o stop at secondary causes
:zdlsn:é)lici the ?ﬂtimate searth of the
First Cause, without Whom all scx:lznc;
were impossible. We ‘have hfaar 0
a science professor s8Ying to_ his cla;:‘:
“The author of Nature, whatever t
may mean.”’ And Wwe all know how

lung 80 tenaciously to
nly an hypothesis that

one,_ such man c
what is after all o

A

he preferred it to Christianity, Which
is a world wide fact. Others will
always rite “pature” with a big N,
as if the size of the N proved anything.
Scientifie teaching in the hands of such
men we believe to be both mischievous
and unreasonable. The highest exer-
cise of human reagon is the recognition
of the necessity of a First Cause.

I have enumerated some of the
sacrifices we have made in order to
maintain  our. connection With the
university. Let me now dwell upon
some of the advantages we have derived
from that connection.

University Gonnection Advantageous

In the ﬁrst place there is the hﬂi]thy
competition between the students of
the various colleges. This has been
most beneficial. Speaking from the
experience of my own college, I am in-
clined to think that it would not be
easy to find anywhere else in Canada
more sustained application to study.
The stimulus of scholarships has also
been most valuable. Not only the
students but the professors in the
different colleges have been of great
assistance to each other in the way of
suggestion and jmprovement. Not be-
ing a believer in Dr. Osler's dictum

about the forty-year limit, I have no
hegitation in saying that I myself have
learned more in these last twenty years
of my intercourse with the professors
in this Council and in the Board of
Studies—and I am far nearer sixty than
forty—than in the previous twenty
years of my life. This advantage would
be lost if the university took over all
the teaching.

These are some of the reasons why
we gincerely cling to our connection with
the university. But, if university teach-
ing is to extend beyond the science de-
partment there are certain advantages
We are

Not Disposed to Yield

The first is our system of philosophy
which, while sufficiently elastic to ad-
mit all the facts of science, presents a
coherent explanation of philosophic
difficulties. which we fail to find elge-
where. The second is the use of the
French language in examinations. Qur
French-speaking students, who form the
majority in our college, can speak the
English of hockey and baseball, but
when it comes to intellectual pursuits
they are sadly handicapped if they can-
not use their mother tongue. Partly
for this reason and partly for the sake
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