
'tUIE BIBLE ; irs NATURE,

toral, and %-arlike poetry; their orations and noble exhor-
tations ; their niaxims of wisdoin and their lessons of love.

A corresponding term has been employed by Christians,
since the days of Chrysostom (one of the earliest and best
of the ancient fathers) to denote those writings which
have authority among them and which are used in their
places of publie worship. The Bible means, in this sense,
the Christian's book, by way of emnence. [t was so i
an emphialic sense, when few other works were known; it
is so 110w; and siich it must ever continue to be, contain-
ing as it does the rnost ancient, remarkable and important
writings that have ever been penned.

The New Testamnent containis the records of our Savi-
oui's life ; the travels of the Aposties after his death, to
proclainm the glad tidiugs they had heard from their mas-
ter's lips; the several episties that were written by them
to the early cormutnities, formied in consequence of their
7aissionary labors; -besides a vision which. appeared to a
disciple named John, obscurely revealing the destiny of
some of the earliest churches.

The canou of tlue INew Testament originally mneant the
RUJLE Ofj4ithZ to those who received the Gospel; but since
that tirne,'the term has been used to denote a list of those
books which were decided by the early Chxistians to be
authentic-written by Apostlés or by their contemporaries,
and fit to be read in the churches. By Fuseblus, a learned
teacher who lived about 300 A.D., and the writer of a
cli7-rcrh luistory, ail the writings existing in bis time re-
specting our Saviour, and the teachings of his Aposties,
were divided into three classes. 1. Those which were
genuine, apostolical, and belonging to the New Testament.
Ail these we stili possess. 2. Those which were not uni-


