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OriginaIl. west Company was not, I believe, very sue-
REMINISCENCES 0F THE EAýRLY FUR- cessful, nor of long duration.

TRADE 0F MONTREAL. The Southwest Company's trade was
BY WM. HENDERSON, ESQ., IEMISON, QUEBEC. chiefly in the territory of the United States.

That of the Nortliwest Company extended
The rise and progress of the fur-trade till f,,m the liead waters of the Mississippi to

1800 has been so fully described in the intro- the Icy Sea-from the River St. Maurice to
duction to Sir Alexr. MacKenzie's Travels, the Pacifie Ocean, and-as lessees of the
that any remarks of mine would be out of King'sPosts-eastward to the Atlantic an
place. No other person could be better in- immense dominion, claimed and held by
formed than the gentleman in question, and
very few had such experience. For many pean occupation on this continent, as indis-
years a resident in the Indian country, one putably forming part of lier territory.
of the chief partners in the Northwest As tle general business of tle Nortlwest
Company, traversing in every direction the
vast territory occupied by their trading- conducted under the flrm of McTavisl,
posts, celebrated as the discoverer of the Frobisler,*.& Co., tle leadquarters were
river still known by his name, as well as considered te be at tle "Grand Portage," on
his journey across half the continent, over the northwest side of Lake Superior, wlere,
the Rocky Mountains te the Pacifie Ocean,
a perilous undertaking,*-none could be bet- annuallyin the moth o J e ou
ter qualified to place before us the history tein m the nter met te
of the Fur-Trade, and accurate descriptions o Cana a , and ngt
of the Northwest territory and its aborigines, ing its future eperations-presents were
than Sir A. MacKenzie-who had few com- d
petitors, and but one rival, in the great Com- sring an tae rwar, d
pany. But that rival, Simon MacTavish, some weeks pleasantly spent, before some
was worthy of him. Equally familiar with
the commerce of the interior, the aborigines, rern t therdeks an thers olater
their manners, languages, and wants-d

posts. IJntil later years, when the Com-equally enterprising, as lie was bold in ex-
ecution-in the affairs of the Company, lie the supplies for tle fur-trade were cenveyed
could suffer no equal, far less any control.
Consequently, when, some ten or twelve
years subsequent to his travels to the Paci- Ote a cf Lake siro and tue
fie, Sir Alexander returned to Montreal, a ror, in lae if canes fuor sid tons
violent quarrel took place, and MacTavish, rin, nage b ure ns res-
for forty thousand pounds, got rid of this and from te n Pog tewth
rival. MacKenzie proceeded to England, adfo h lGadPrae"t hri v l. M a c e n i e r e e e d d e E g ln- v a r io us d is ta n t p o s ts in th e in te r io r b y
published his "Travels" in 1801, was
knighted, and returned to Canada to estab- smae ed o Nrt mn,
lish the Southwest, in opposition to the ted by se or e m e of
NortTtwesto Company. Trading hiefly te
the terrîtory cf the UJnited States, and op- - Although tis gentleman allowed his nai e
posed, as well by the newly-formed Amen- te continue in the firm, he hi, like many other
,eau Fur Company, under Aster, as by mul- parters in the Company, retired rom lis busi-

ness with an ample fortune, and seted at Mon-titudes cf private adventurers, the South- treal. frthese gentlemen it isonly ecessaryo
mention the nases cf Jacob Jordan, ohn Gre-The mosi arduous, perhaps the Most diffi- gAry, Toussaint Pothier, Nicolas Montour, Re-cuit, ever perforined by man."-MaCgreger; vol. deric aud Henry MacKenzie, Nrman MLod,

1, p. t17. &c.


