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THE SITUATION.

ruf Sir Charles Tupper should resign, as
,houldsays he may, if the French treaty

sarcelnot be ratified by Canada, he would
aoreb entitled to claim credit for doing 1

ea xcedd his authority in signing
b aty containing a provision whih hea
e ne .distinctly instructed not to ac- tept Itesignation as a protest against the
t a of the Canadian Government to

a te responsibility of doing what he
re d not to do, i out of the question:
diation as an alternative in a case of
it w ience of orders can be understood:
be ied be a privilege, and it might even
ient quired at bis hands by the Govern. s

the that sont him to Paris. The truth is
of arench treaty is, on our side, the work s
wooeurs: though its main provisions a

be hneficial to both countries, it
cointry lthe most favored-nation clauseudrary to intentions of our Goverument, n
wj5laencounters the opposition of Canadian b
Ias nIroducers, a class whose existence e
whoseiot sfficiently taken into account, p

fulndstry has developed rapidly and f
b fieb promise. Some French wines,

Sgo y the name of clarets, can even ivce purchased for less than twenty-five tdu iallon, and on these the Canadian f
r heabout 200 per cent. The real state aasteine trade, French and Canadian, a

the r nd otuerstood by our negotiators, and csuit is that they blundered.y
a

If h il
p statement which Sir Charles iliewer besaid t have made to an inter, t]

pbleoi correctly reported, the Canadian g
hat iary bas been guilty of saying g

. u diplomatic agent bas a right to ti
thie a a lofty air and speaks as ti
trforaian Government must take in- cc

%rted, oromhim, not he from it. He is dE
t et have said that the Government

oe te ratification ef the

treaty or resign. The agent who disobeyed
instructions might be re-called ; that would
be quite in accordance with usage, in such
cases; but it is preposterous to put resig
nation of the Goverument as the alterna.
tive of the ratification of a treaty contain.
ing a provision which it refused to sanction.

Not before time, the end of the great
strike of cotton operatives in England bas
come. It bas been a losing business for
both sides. The employers bave gained
scarcely anything more than they would
have got at the beginning. To a reduction
of 2½ per cent. of wages the men were wil-
ling to subrit at the outeet ; at the end of
the strike the employers do not get one-half
of one per cent. more; 7d. in the £,being
equal to two and eighty-eight hundredths
per cent. The loss to the men bas been
enormous, and to the employers it must
have been scarcely less serious : though in
the one case actualsuffering from want was
entailed, though not in the other. Sncb
unsatisfactory results are often got from
strikes, yet that consideration does not
prevent their recurrence. The difficulty is
that there is nothing wbich employers and
employed are willing to substitute in their
plgce. But the strike of the cotton opera-
tives would now seem as if it ought and
might bave been brought to an end at an
early stage by arbitration. Against this
supposition, however, we must place the
fact that, in the beginning of the contest,
both parties were immovably obstinate,
and that exhaustion and mutual loss alone
appear to have been capable of bringing
the contestants to a state of mind which
made accommodation possible.

There will be another meeting of the
Monetary Conference in May; the United f
States will send as delegates some or ail
new men, the old delegates having re-
igned, se that the new administration
will have a free hand. It remains to be
een whether the Un'ted States will be
able to make any practical proposal which t
will have a chance of acceptance. The 1
Republic of course desires to make the 1
most of silver, the produce of its mines; 1
but the chance that the Monetary Confer-
ince will do anything which will raise the
rice of this metal, or give it increased
unctions as a currency, seems hopeless. C
Nobody, perbaps, knows this better than l
Mr. Cleveland. From the United States l
he other countries represented in the con- c
erence will expect a distinct proposition; 1
nd unless tbis can be made, it will be f
waste of time to send delegates. The r

onference will not meet till the end Of t'
May, and till its decision is known, some a
spects of the silver question will be t]
nsoluble by our neighbors. In any case,
t is clear that the purchase of silver on

Lhe present scale, at Washington, cannot b
o on; it has driven large quantities of il

old out of the country, and the national le

reasury is getting so bare of that metal al

hat the forcing out process muet soon cl
ome to an end automatically, if not by c(
esign. teci

A note et warning cornes tram Ottawa, t
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that another attempt is being made to
induce Parliament to sanction a measure
which might engender and sustain a dan-
gerous monopoly. This time the operators
are working in the lighting field, gas being
their specialty. A complete monopoly in
lighting is no longer possible through the
control of gas alone; but the control of
gas in different cities and towns, through
the intervention of a single company, would
be a step towards monopoly; to make it
complete, electric lighting would have to
come [under the same control. It is the
duty of Parliament to prevent the first
step being taken. So long as gas reigned
alone, it was i'n its nature a monopoly,
which attempts were made to control by
varions contrivances, not very successful in
practice. Competing companies, where
they existed, produced nuisances by con-
stantly tearing up the public streets. In
this stage, gas was a monopoly of which
the city and town municipalities ought
alone to have had the control and the
profit. When it ceased to be a natural
monopoly, the element of competition was
introduced; still this fact is not decisive
against the policy which would place both
gas and electrie lighting in the hands of
cities. The change could not be made at
once, but the possibility of bringing it about
advantageously ought to be kept steadily
in sight, with the view of solving one of
the standing problems of municipal re-
form. The municipal corporations m ay at
all times claim the right to enter on compe-
titive lighting ; and this would give then
just the leverage that is wanted.

Extension of the by.law which compels
contractors with the corporation of To-
ronto to employ no laborers at less than
ifteen cents an hour has been engaging
the attention of the City Council. In this
way the demand comes for the protection
of tailors, including women, who make the
clothes of the city's firemen. There is this
to be said in favor of this form of protec-
tion, that it is direct and 4ooes not depend
upon the will of an intermediary, who,
though he receives protection, does not
necessarily pass it on to the workman. But
the scheme is vicious and capable of work-
ng mischief to a class of workmen least
able to take care of themselves. When the
contractor bas to pay a fixed price for
abor, bis first care is to see that he gets
aborers who can earn it. This the aged
annot do, and they suffer in consequence.
Women are now to be selected ostensibly
or the fatherly care of the council, but
eally for sacrifice; for unless a woman
ailor is expert enough to earn as much as
man, she will not get employment under

his rule. In any case the city muet pay
nore than the market price of labor, if it
nsiste on fixing a higher rate; there should
e no delusion on this point. Experiments
nthe direct employment by the city of
bor on publie works are being made,
pparently with some success. This can
f course never become general, but within
ertain limits the experiment is good as a
est. The danger it presents is the politi.
al or corporation influence which it causes

behoused by the ordinary municipal


