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" LOVE AND MONEY.
A TALE, ’

“tNotstall. VWhat did T care for wealth or
position but for you, that it might add to you, and
belp you to advance in the world 2 .

] allow you to say se, my dear good aunt,
just to gratify yourself with the fancy, but{
koow well that you could not live unless you had
the name at least of being a grand lady. It1s
your hobby.

¢ Now, after all T have done for you it appears
to be your with to throw me off, and deny every-
!blbg, TRalph.  Besides beiog ungrateful, it is
mean to.bave received benefits and aot acknow-
ledge them.’ :

(Oh, as tn ackoowledgments, I give them

~ gvery day of my life, and I am quite satisfied to

admt myself indebted to you for anything.’

¢ Say rather for everytbing.)

¢ Be 1t s0.

¢ T repeat, vou have vot a shiling of your own,
except what I give you, and T also say it is
shameful that X skould be made a beggar woman
for you.’
. ¢I am fully sensible of that, and no ope wishes
more ardently than I to gam 2 position of inde-
pendence.’

s Perhaps so.’

¢ Updoubtedly 1t 18 30, 2nd if you ran showme
the way out of the labyrinth of difficulties sur-
rounding me, I mill be for ever thankful to you.’

¢ Marry an heiress.

"¢ Have I vot been- striving to do so sice I
first entered the army. I know I am well-
looking ; indeed, [ would say handsome. I have
a fine figure, good carriage, insinvating manners,
rather striking face, sometbing of the Spanish
cast, dark complexion, flashing black eyes, well-
formed features. ‘What more can a girl require,
one would say, but I can answer that they do.
Their father and guardian may be deluded m
some way about one’s personal estate, but the
young ladies now-a-days are so really inquiring,

that they must and will koow everything, and |’

when ther find out that you bave po regular

* means whereby you can give ther ull they re-
quire after marriage,—dresses, trinkets, and I
do not know what, why they leave you hope-
lessly. - I assure you I have done ell that mortal
maz could do to force Jane Melville, who bad 2
fortune ot fifty thousand pounds, to have me ;
bat she had got into a koowledge of my finances,
and when [ suggested it scoffed at the idea,
though al the same time treated me very kindly,
just that I might remain with her to attract other
suitors.’ )

+ Ty a matter of surprise to me that you can’t
manage to bring about a marriage with some one
or other, whoever she might be, even a fish-
wmooger’s danghter, had she movey. Will you
answer this question that I am about putting to
you?

¢ Well, it it’s any way reasonable, I shall.”

¢ Are you in love. You knoow what I mean.’

¢ Oh, perfertly. You wish tosay, am I a fool
with regard to any young, simple girl? Now

_ you may be perfectly certain that I am not.—
I’'m in my senses at present, and [ hope ever to
be so. :

¢ So much the better, my boy for the full car-
ryiog out of my plans.’

¢ What new scheme are you thinking of 7’

: Oge that I hope will prove like the opening
ing up of a gold-mine to both of us.’

© '+ 'What a perspectire.
s Well, I've little tear as to the resalt being
all:that you or I could desire.
¢ Will your project require much time or
labor ¥
¢ Not much time T think, and less labor. You
. ean do the gallant ¥’ _
. ¢That’s not difficult to any fellow in the
i army.
¢ You ean interest yourself in the affairs ef a
young girl, more especially, when she has a most
charming. face and confiding manuers.’
i ¢] can work myself up wto an appearance of
! tolerable interest; but I’d prefer she’d koow
© something about billiards and the like. .
- ¢ You can ingratiate yourself into her good
. graces, can’t you?’
... ¢ No doubt of it. 'But come to the main point.
- Has she the wherewithal 1. - .
¢ She hasa’t, bot her father is a man of great
wealth)’ ‘ o -
.- ¢ Same old baoker ar merchaat, eh ?
¢ He 15 a merchapt.’ .
k "supreme contempt upon any oue

¢ 1.1ook with
in'trade
I "¢But upon the proceeds of their trade.’
.+ Well, no.? T
~.¢ You can fall o love
+' ¢ Nothing easter.” . ‘
- $You can'make her believe "you to be a para-
‘ gon- of perfection 5 “you can work upan -her feel-
10gs’; you'can lead her into the'world, dazzle
L, ber with'its “ghtter, almost affright hery for she’s
stimd, and she’ll clesp your.arm-closer, and twine
Tround you ™ for support, having no cther friend,

with this gir] P .

and thrn—then you can marry ber at all hazard.’
¢ What if her most venerable aad mooeyed
parest forbade the union P
¢ He may do =0, but she’s his only child: and
if you bad but to wait until us death for ber for-
tune, which of course will be all he possesses,
would 1t not be a sensible venture ¥’

¢ Apparently 1t would.  This girl 1s inocent
and not worldly-wise, you say 7

' Yes.?

¢ Approaching marriage appals me. 1 should
forego so wany of my former amusements, give
up so many of my associates, that I could
scarcely thiok of 1t seriously.’

¢ Ab, Ralph, I believe as much; [ could oot
suppose that a young man hke you could be
without same goad offers.  The fact is this.—
Why you aie not married now to some hewress
13 because you woulds’t tear yourselt {rom your
present free and easy life. You areso thoroughly
soaked in selfishress that you don’t know how to
forego one gratification.  You suppose that I
have some 1oexhaustible fund, and that T can
give you always as much as you want, But [
am penniless my=elf, with no prospect of being
enabled to keep up my present style, ualess in-
deed you asd and abet me ip this scheme that T
have taken up.’

¢ Well, auot, I have 0o objection. 1 only
suggesied the reluctance 1 feel in putting mysell
into the holy bond. DBut, as there’s po other
way to get out.of our difficulties, 1 must be con
tent. DBut who is this young lady

¢ She'll be here soos, I thiok; aud thea Tl
introduce you, She is a constant visitor of
mine, thongh our koowledge of each otber is but
short. She’s only come from a boarding -school
a month since.’

¢ A fledgeling? :

¢ Yes; and she has the most mmpheit con-
fidence in me ; looks upon me as a second mo-
ther. Believe me when T say, that I love her
as a child ; she holds the highest opinion of my
talents, and relies upon me in everythizg.’

¢ Excellent.’

¢ Assisted by me, you can very easily induce
her to become your wife.

¢ Is there not a possibility of her having some
youthful companion to whom she may bave
pledged herself ? Could she not have formed
ane of those attachments of which we often read,
commenced in childhood, and strengthened in
time 2 '

* I am sure she bas not, fur I bave told you
before she has hut returned from sechool; and
even if you had a rival, you nught to be able to
conquer him.?

Alice now entered, and Ralph bewg the first
person she saw, she was about to retreat; but
Mrs. Aylmer came and led her into the room.

¢ Oaly my nephew, Alice,’ she said. ¢ Ralph
Seymour, of whom.[ have often spokea to you.’

¢ So bappy to know you, Miss—’

¢ Morton,” said Alice, seeing that he did not
know her name.

¢ Ah! Miss Morton,?

¢ I assure you, though Mrs. Aylmer has for-
gotten to mention your name to me, she has not
omitted telling me many things concerning you.
So that T bave been 10 a state of aoxious ex-
pectancy to see you.’

Mrs. Aylmer perceiving that Alice did nol
know what to say, took up the conversation for
a little while, uatil the other growing bolder en-
tered into it herself.

¢ You have been m Loadon, Mr. Seymour ?’

¢ Yes, indeed ; though 1 am yet very young, I
have seen a good deal of the world. ‘

¢ How agreeable it must be to travel.

¢ Very, when cne bas some amusing company.’

¢ Have you been 12 Panis ¥

¢ Yes)

«I should like to go to Paris for a time. It
is snch a gay city, with its boulevards, theatres,
muste, and fountams.’

¢ It would be a treat. Who knows some day
or other we may meet there 2’

s Well, T don’t thik it Likely.’

¢ Why, now ¥

¢ Simply, because 1t appears probable to me,
that T will never leave Cork for a single day.’

¢ A strange notion lor you to eatertamn.

¢ What, if we all three took a trip there 1n the
summer,’ saul Mrs. -Aylmer.

¢ A delightful journey to me, I am sure,’ said
Ralph, * when accompsnied by Miss Morton.—
But, aunt,” he coutinued, ¢ you were epeaking to
me.about a ball that you intended to give, as my
regiment is stationed here.”

¢ Not so muck because of you, as for the pur-
pose of bringing out Alice. She was pever at a
ball, and she tears the idea of. being amongst so
many ; but that will wear off, baving youasa
chaperon. = _ : o

“Are there many ligh people living about
here 2 A ' o

"¢ Do you mean tall 7’ asked Alice. - :

¢ Oh ! o, ¢ried - Ralph, . laughing ;- “not that,
for a great many may be found: over six feet in
height : but that is'not what 1 mean/’

¢ You must know, Alice,} said Mrs. Aylmer,
¢ Ralph 13 10 the babit of mixing with the aristo-
cracy, people who date their titles before the
Conqueror ; and that makes him look dawn upoa
the plebe.ans, as he terms those who have risen
through trade.’

Alice became deep crimson, for she thought
of her father and of Robert, who was her lover |
again, being only his clerk.

‘ But there are distinctions, my dear Miss
Morton,” said Ralph, ¢ distinctions to be drawu
even amongst those employed n commerctal pur-
suits. There are mapy men ubliged to have re-
course to t{rade through force of circumstances,
and they are often most recpectable, and rear up
most respectable families,

*So goad of bim, said Alice. * e koows
my father 13 in business, and he feared my feel-
1gs ,might have been hurt. So very good of
him.

¢ Well, we are to bave the ball, aunt? asked
Ralph.

‘Yes ; I intend it.’

¢ Soon ?’

¢ Very.)’

¢ You’ll wvite your friend, the High Sheriff

¢ To be sure.

‘He’s a bore,
barracks 7’

¢ Why oot ¥

¢ Some of them are such fow fellows.

¢ But, never mind, we’ll 2sk them.’

¢ Well, we will make the best o} this, I hope,
at all events. I don’t care who's there, when
Miss Morton will be confided to my charge.’

* So grateful to you,’ said Alice.

¢ Don’t rpeak of thauks, my dear young lady.
I should, avd do feel grateful for the trust
conbded 1o me.? - .

It was arcanged that the ball should come off
at the end of the week, so also the oumber of
puests to be invited, Much discussion about
Ahce’s dress ensued, as of course it was a matter
of importance fer her to appear to the greatest
advantage. Mrs, Aylmer at length decided that
she should be equipped in muslip, which was to
be settled up 1 some way that could nat but
make her the belle of the night. Then her rich
black curls were to be shown more perfecily by
means of lilies inlermixed with them, for Mrs.
Aylmer said that a smple style of costume would
sutt her style of beauty better than anything
else. Ralph kaew something, too, of how ladies
can best adorn themselves, and he was received
into the council. It ie natural that a girf like
Alice should feel a htle prude at the thought of
being the wost admired in a ball-room; and 1t
caonot be doubted timt such a sentiment had
entered her mind as well as a pgreat deal of sa-
tisfaction at baving such a male friend there as
Mrs, Aylmer’s nephew, He was a gay, bril-
liant talker, with a smiling handsome face, 2nd
gaety wos a reliet to her alter the sombreness
of her home. Could it be otherwise? How
many could blame ber for this? Few indeed.
She was caught in a net that a wilv woman had
laid for her ; who knows ?—sbe may escape yet.
But Mrs. Ayimer has no fear that she will, not
the slightest, and perhaps she is nght, Itisa
matter of little doubt her taking every precau-
tion to ensure the success of her project, and
we can only wait the result, Alice went home
that day really pleased with her new friends,
thinking them good people, and baving an un-
bounded confidence in the sincerity of their at-
tacliment to her and ber 1aterests, She pictured
the life she should bave to lead but for them,
and she was prateful to them. One older than
she was could oot have seen Mrs. Aylmer’s
beart, though being, as that lady would say, open
as a book for all to read.

. Ap artful woman 1s to be dreaded and avoided,
but Alice was unaccustomed to decei, and Lad
nol yet learned to doubt. Ske could not 1magine
that human pature could be so bad, so she was
satified that all was right. She was very glad
at the opportunily presented her of having a
glance at a httle of the world’s pleasure, Satur—
day night the ball was to take place, and in the
morning she apprised her tather of her intention
of remaimng at Mrs, Aylmer’s cotl the next
day. : ) ‘

tis apswer to her was, ¢ I don’t think 1t right
or prudeot that you sbould make such a com-
pasion of 1bis lady. - It may be all well to go
for ac hour or uwo once in the week, but to de
so coostantly at her house 15, m my opinion,
wrong.’ _ -

¢ But this place 1s so dreary,” objected Alice.
~ ¢t was never so to your mother : at least, she
never complained that it was so.- She remained
at home, and did not go to parties or places of
amusement, for she knew such thigs were most
contrary to my taste. I am well. aware that' to
some I may -be stupid, that 1s, to those who bave
ot head enough to understand what I am about.
Tell me, miss, who are Mrs; Alymer’s visitors ¥-

.7 ,

Aund all the officers of the
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rather fashionable society, she is very religious.
¢ Very rebgiovs, you say. Be good envugh
to tell me what ber rehgion consists .’

¢ She attends church servicealwaps. Sheis
charuable, as you may see by the newspapers.

] bave noticed her vame in them often con-
ected with homes for the poor and such like in-
stitutions ; but you caanot take that as incon-
testable proof of what you term chamty. May
she not be encouragimg idle, lazy, good-for-
nothing people, pests af society, who retard
honest, irdastrious men {rom enriching them-
selves by repeated calls upon their purse?

¢ Why should you speak so, papa ¥

¢ [ have reason to speak. I know what pub-
lic institutions are, and bow they are conducted.
I have experience of the bardslips of those who
live upon the alms either of the State or of the
so-called benevolent. The funds are consumed
by wdolent, self-pampering officials, and those
who are supposed to be fed are but nomunally so,
getting only what their overseers wish. Agamn,
this Mrs, Aylmer may pever give anything to
these, though her name he on the paper as a
patroness. Do not talk to me of charny, I do
not believe in it, [t s like many anather lauded
thing—a gaudy, calored bubble.’

No. 4.
tered the reom with Mrs, Aylmer, and sat pext
her tli dancing commenced, when she was
banded over te Ralph. As they whirled along
11 the animated maze, afl eyes walched them in-
tently-—all asked one another the -question, who
ean she be?

A striking par they were, and though Alice
was not aware that she wasg causing a sénsa(ion,
yet, bemg in the midst of so many excited her
mueh, and added considerably to the natural
bloom of ber cheek ; winlst the music, the per-
fume, the brilhant Dight, all tended fo mcrease
emotions unknown to her till then. Round they
went down the room, and seon the greater num-
ber of the dancers dropped off and left them
nearly alone; and then some, whose curiosity
was irrepressible, inquired from Mrs. Aylmer
who was the Miss Morton with her nephew, a
question to which she at first gave an evasive
reply ; but being forced, she answered that she
was a young lady of great expectations, having a
very ricl father. -

‘You cao’t mean ITenry Morton 7' they ob-
Jected,

¢ The same.’

Which caused murmurs of surprise amongst
the questioners.

¢ Well, but—?

¢ There is not the least good n keeping up an
argument with you. You know nothing of the
world, and you ought to be humble, and say so.’

“Ikoow that Mrs. Aylmer is an exceilent
woman.’

¢ I doo’t dispute 1t, as I have not heard apy-
thing that would give me reason to gawesiy 1t
Yet, take this advice from me: don’t be too
confident that she is what she seems—don’t open
the secrets of your heart to her.”

“1 have no secrets, father: and even if had T,
she would pot desire my confidence.’

¢ No secrets? That s saving much. Dol
know you, Alice, pertectly? Do you imagme
that 1 thiok myself, as your father, {ree to enter
vour mind and lock abaut, search everywhere,
lutn up every stone, and lock at the impression
made? Tsitso?

¢ T can’t say,” auswered Alice.

* You could, child, if you would ; but thul s
not what T wanied to know from you. Are
Mrs. Aghmer’s visitors ladies or gentlemen—are
the ladies young or the gentlemen young ?°

¢ Nearly always I have met old ladies at lier
bouze.’

¢ Very good,

¢ But one.’

¢ Was he handsome ?’

¢ Why are you so particular in your inqui-
ries ? ‘

¢ Can T pot assert my right to know everythiog
that may concern youl

¢ You are my _father.

*Yes

¢ Aod as such

¢ As such, to eod the coaversation, I tell you
this: do not be led into any marriage without
my consent. Young people are apt to be rash,
don’t yeu be so ; for the choice of a husband for
you lies with me.?

Alice Jooked alarmed when she beard these
words, and angry, too, she was, at being so cau-
ticned ; but w an hour after she was engaged in
contemplating a more euolivening object—the
ball !

A’ ball is an assemblage of people met together
for many purposes, known te themselves, but all
protesting it is ooly for amusement. 1t can
scarcely fail to be a pleassnt spectacle; for
wherever the human species meet to harmonize
and gratify one another by mutual compliment,
Liere must be many of the graces exhivited.

Tn Mrs. Aylmer’s rooms were congregated old
dames with wrinkled faees, and covered heads
oot hall their own growlth, from which sprang
artficial gardens, or sometimes Marabont fea-
taers. Young girls were there, looking out, not
alone for partners in the waltz or quadrille, but
for partners for hfe. Middle-aged men were for
the most part grouped by tremselves, talking
about grave political matters, Jooking calmiy
upon everything around them, waiting: for the
supper.  Soldierly-looking youag mern were
sprinkled about ; young misses shly glancing at
them, and mammas worlung all then might to
attract them towards their respective daugbters.
Female parents are one of the grezt character-
istics of a ball; they go 10 the capacity of gen-
erals, and it 13 rather an amusing thiog to see
ther several mauvauvres to draw especial atten.
tion to Ltheir Fanoys, Janes, or Marians,
were some girls there,.too, not supported by any
one, but relying upon their own digaity ; these
were of a literary turn of mind spoke quite
"Byrenie, and wrote verses ; they were not with--
out male duphcates, young- fellows not out of
their teens, striving to look severelike aged histo-
riany, or. in the romancist siyle wearing very
peculiarly shaped collars and ties, peering ioto.
pérsons’ faces in a.- short-sighted. way, or.staring

Never young men ¥’

¢ Particularly speakiog.’, . o
* Why, she ts a widoi, aod though moving io

with a countenance indicative of unlimited cop-
tempt upop all lesser creatures;’ -Ahce :bad en-

.- )

There |

When Ralph led Alice to a seat, she was sur-
rounded by numbers who wished to have her as
a partoer n the next dance, but she declined,
being engaged far the might, she smd. When
she bad tme to look around ler, she saw that
she was a centre of attraction, and it became
clear 1o her that she was a topic of conversation
with not a few. 'This was agreeable to Alice,
very agreeable ; admiration was what she had
always liked. She had got 1t from her mother,
from her school companions, from Robert Pawer,
to a certan extent from Mr1. Aylmer and her
nephew ; and now she felt that she got it from
the large assemblage iz the ball-room. Her
pride at this was nature-borp, and instead of
making her look baughty or reserved; ber face
grew more hightsome, with her bright frank
smile playing upon it. She felt more pleased
with her kind, thought wmen and women better,
feared the world less, threw away all thoughts of
rocks and quicksands, and was wholly fi'led with
the idea that pleasure was the business of life.—
The bali over, and the puests gone, she went to
the roem prepared for ber, and lay down to
sleep, aod perbaps dream of lights and hitting
figures, adorned with all that art can proviie 10
sutt vawn and capricious tastes—a dream 1z which
it is very likely she saw all these flzures making
a circle, in the centre of which moved her own
bounding about, and then some strange double-
faced shadow came alongside ler. Now, one
she knew well—a good, honest-looking shadow
—but a tall stool followed it, and some spots. of
mk were 1o be seen upon 1t, and a pen was
chasing 1t spitelully ; but a stately elm followed
tt, teo,and in its hranches there was sweet
thrilling music, and little feathered thices looked
out from the leaves, and murmured ¢ Alice,” and
they werc answered by others who wirstled
*Robert;> and thus they kept up a duet of
¢ Alice, Robert—TRobert, Alice.” Then it
changed ; and mstead of the tall stool it was fol-
lowed by a baaner, and the pen became 2 sword,
Quickly 1t marched, with an elastierty in its step,
and the people 1n the circle cheered snd clapped
i:znds, and bowed before that shadow ; and Alice
was seen by it, aud coming over it bowed over
her gracefully, and they both maved together,
the elm receding, the song of the birds made less

seizing some happy moment, they would whistle
out clearly ¢ Alice, Robert—Rohert, Alice.’—
Ralph aod Mrs. Aylmer were engaged 1o leep
conversation at that Ume m the room where af!
the fun had been so recently, and which looked
now rather funereal.

¢ Well, Ralph, she was greatly pleased to-
mght ; I knew it by her face. ‘
~* You are a good judge of what one’s feelings
are by the movement of their features,’

T ought to be, when such matters have been
my stoidy f{or meny years. '

¢ But what is the programice of proceedimngs,
aunt ? I should wish to be perfect master.of 1t,
50 ns not to fal n any particular.? - .

* You have only to be -attentive to all ber de-
sires, and leave the rest to tme.)” " -

trading thus upon ber youtl and inexperience.’

¢ Elow suddenly you have been seized with
this' qualm of conseience ¥ )
€2 true T am not the
aod my life, hlke gour own, auat, bas. been a

trustipg girl, T tave not ‘the lieart to lie to ber,

fection. " T think it'all a sham.’ , o
t1f's0,why doa’t you ¢all'lier a ‘sham as “wvel
y ' TN TR I

as any one else ¥ 7. A ‘

T,
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¢ Tsa? it faglisk.of you now; Ralphiitaitat
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distinct by tbe blowing of trumpets; but still

¢ But somehow I thiok it is dishonorable to be -

‘most candid person, .
great deception; but Alce Morton 1s such a -
to say that 1 love ber when I don’t, for'you -

know well that [ do not ; indeed I havé'seentoo
muzh of the world to be filled with any such af- -

o et e TR . 1~ o
_ ©.Because sbe is-not ons.) . 7 V2 o Jf;@:zgl
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