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. .. There are cigns (hat the Ttalians anfl
the Aus'rians are begining to real'ze
what fools they have been in joining the
German Empire in an alliance against
France, in order to geenre to Germany
the prssession of the French provinges
that she seized in 1871. Germany had
ooncluded & previous alliance of the

“spme nature with Austria and Ruraid,
The Russinn Emperor, goon, however.
discoverrd that what Germany meant by
the union of the (hree emperors was,
that the armies of Ruseia and Auatria
were to he at her disposal, whilst in all
q|ug=stmns between her ‘and her allies,
they were to yield to her,” The Russian
Smperor, therefore, withdrew. On this
Prince Bismarck replaced Ruesia by
Tialy in the” Alliance. This fully on the
part of [taly wonlt soon have come to
an end had no¢ Rismarck induced Crispi,

".who had previonsly opposed the German
alliance, bl when had becume Primée-
Minister, to oconfirm and extend its
scope, -

The annexatinn of a portion of France:
by Germany, after the war of 1870, was
one of the most stupendone faults that
were ever made by stavrsman. Either
France ought to have been 80 weakened-
that it would have been imprseible for
her ever to reonver from the blow, or her!
territory should have been left intact.
Tu leave her in & position to renew the'
atruggle, and yet §» ¥ Germany to hold by
arms & portion of her territory, was to’
create a sittation in Europe that ren-
derel permanent peace impossible, and’
made vast armaments an eternal neces
gity. Had Germany been satisfied with
a hesvy war inde mnity, France would
‘not long have remained in antagnnism to-
Germany ; for the French wounld have’
thr wn the respansibility of their disaster
on the Empi-e, and would harlly have.
consent: d to bear a crushing taxation in
the mere hope of a bairen revenge. Ger-’
many, on the other hand, wonld have
been safe from all agsaults, owing to ihe
unifi- ation of her firecs, and she wonld
have brevme the great ballasting Eur.
pesn power. attacking no one, and at
tacked by no one.” Of what material
advantage are Alsace and & porlion of

"Lorraine to her in compuris:n to the
wealth that would havebeen hers, owing
to her peonle heing engaged in industry
instead of in drilling. ler mililary men,
it i #aid, insisted upon the annexation.
becanse it would give her & nhore de-
fenrible frontier. Very probably they
did, fr x military men are ponr gnides to
‘s nation. Bot Bismarck and her states-
‘men onght to have realized that the per-
manent and persistent hostility of France
wae & more serious dange r 10 Germany—
placed as ghe is between three great
military prwers—than the best of fron-
tiers. As it is, Germany js obliged to
keep her popniation under arma. to ex-
yend each year far more thau ehe can
afford on hier army, and all this with the
knowledge that, if ever she quarrels
with Jtaly, Austris, or Russia, either of
there States will find an ally in France
prepared to ri-k a contest in crder to re-
acquire her loet provinces. How sane
and sensible men, alive as one woull
‘suppose to theee faciy, can have mnde
such & blunder, surputsis my under
slanding. . . .
* Feauce naturally desires to acquire hey
Joat vrovincen. But'shie dreams neither
of atlacking Avstrin_nor Italy. Practi-
_oally, thirelure, the triple alliance
smounts to a goarsniee to Germeny
feom Austria and Ttaly.of these pro-
‘vinges ; and that the stateamen of there
two countrii s should have fallen intothe
net spread for them by the astite Bis-
marck does not say much for their wis-
‘dom. Ruesia, they seemed to have

imagined, would hold aloof from Euro-
enn politica sand :submit to a Evropean’
oycott. She did nothing of the kind,

but eritered into a counier alliance with

France. The result, thercfore, of this

sn-called. League of - Peace—or, as it:

ought - rially to be .called, league to
afonre 1o Germany her conquests—has,
been, that Europe :issplit.up-into: two:
hostile camps, armed 16 ‘the teeth,:and
go avenly: balanced -that. it- is.donbiful

.-which ‘would-bethevictor in the event’

Cof war. .o e
® Iz possib

had. Prince Bise{’

nffairs, he wonld have kept Russia apart
frem France-by .time!y- concessinns on
minor matters, for friendly relations be-
iween Prus-ia and Russia had always
been the kevstone of his policy. But
when the Germin Emperor dismissed

_} vim, and took the reins in his own hands,
| 811 chance of this disappeared. Charles

I1,, it i8 8, never said a foolish thing
and never did a wise one, 'The Emperor
William is fooligh alike in words and in
scts, He snon sncereded in irritating
the Emperar of Ruzsia,and in making
hia {riendehip & heavy burthen to the
Emperor of Aunstria and 1o the King of
ltuly. The yonng man I8 not wanting
in R gextain sort of ability, but he Jacks
o >mmon sense. There Jina heen a good
deal of madness in his fumily, and thir
he has inberited. Were he & private in-
dividual, and were he tn commit & mur
der, & jary would prubably find him
‘guilty, bat recommenid him to mercy on
the ground that he is not entire'y re-
sponsible for hiis actions, on which & war
of doctors wonld break out, some holi)-
ng to this view, others opining that he
onght to be hanged. On such natures
the pragession of power exercises & MOst
harmful influence. Young William had
not been many months on the Prussian
throne before he was fully convinced
that he was there by right divine; a
little Inter he included the whole of Ger-
many in s divine kingdom ; and he is
at present under the tlinsion that Provi-
Jdenoa has raired him up as the arbiter
of Europe; a crazs which obviously
renders him somewhat a troublesome
Ally, unless his allies are ready to agree
with him,

The Emperor of Austria is far and

| away the most sensible monarch in

Europe. I should faney that he allied
nimself with William partly to make
certain that he would not enter into an
‘wlliance with Ruesin against Austria,
and partly to play the part of the tame
glephant towards him. Austria has
never piqued herself upon her fidelity
to any alliance, when it has been her in-
terest to evade ita stipulations. Wers
Wiiliam to precivilate & war with
Fiance, or were France and Russia tu
‘rift into war with Germany, Austria
would in all probability manage to slip
out of vhe ubligations of the Triple Alli-
inee, anl to remuin neutral, And of
this German s atesmen are fully aware.
Austris, with her varied nationalities,
agpires alone to pesce. Now that she
nas withdrawn from ltaly, and from the
G-rman Confederation, she has no ene
mies. By theannexation of Bosnia she
bas acquircd the Dalmatian hinterland
that she coveted, and if ever the Turkish
Empire in Europe breaks up, she knows
that she wunld inherit without effor
territory which would bring her down
10 Sunlonica. As fur Alsace and Lorraine,
she i8 indifferent whether they belong
to Germany or to France. The last
muve of Austria i8 propoeing an elec-
roral law, which, by giving the voting
power to the non-German element, will
probably lead to her withdrawsl from
the alliangce.

" The Italians are credited with being
able diplomatie's. and in & emall, tricky
way ihey are. Bt Dtaly hag at prerent
no ote that even flattery eonll duba
statesman. The Italians jrined the
Triple Alliance in & pet because France
had taken (hy the advice of Birmarck)
Tunje, after which they vagnely lusted,
When Crispi went. to vieit Bismarck at
B rlin, that sb'e but unscrupulois states-
man flattered and foovled him. - Crispi
had the sense to see that & war with
France would expote the Italian conets
1n the ravages of the French marine.
Bismarck, the refore, induce:d Lord Salis-
huitry - to give some generil assuranc-s
that Eogland-would regard with disfavor
anygthinng that might tend to disturb
the slutus quo in the Mediterranesn
“These assurances Crispi travslated intoa
yledee that the British navy would hin-
der Freneh.ships from attacking Italian
ports, or landing. & French army in
Italy.;:and his rangnine oountrymen are
now under the illusion that if an Italian
army were {0 join-the German forces on
the Rhine:in an invasion ot France, we
shoull - inform that Repnblic that,
‘whilat Ttaly ‘might. attack France, we
eou'd not allow France to attack [taly.
The Italiana have been contirmed in this
notion since~Rukin &llicdl herselfl with

s on_one side in'a, European oonflict, we
shioul el

1 necergarily beon thie other. . .
Tpoinied’ o v fortnight. agd, thess

. ‘massk ronmined:ad the boud o Germant

silly IialiugUretusliiige
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France, fur they are _nnder the impres-
#ion that “the main ohjoct of ‘our polioy”
i8 to'crush Rusdia, andthat it that power’

by biindly forward |

on the path that ends in bankraptey.
Their float:ng debt amounts to above

forty miltion sterling.. Bach year shaws
an increasing deficit, their laxation is

already crushing all industry and cannot

be augmented, and no ministry can stop

the reckless expenditure, because it has

to buy support with public money. On

their navy they lavish money, but their
enilors are of such_questionable qnality

that their ships seldom leave port. Their
army is far too numerous, and it is of
such donbiful matexial that they have

of late been laboriously bringinginto ex-

istence & few good regiments by taking

the best soldiers from alli other regi-

ments. Civil employees, helping each

other to_do nothing, sre 28 plentiful as.
fleas. They are miserably paid, and the

recent trixls at Rome have shown that

they supplement their salaries by illicit

gains. The King has lost his former
popularity, He s entirely in the hands

of & certain Ruttazzi (4 nephew of the

former Prime Minister of that name), &

fussy, mer'dling man, with all the belong-

ings of an adventurer, and ready to drag

his country into any wild scheme that
may 8erve his pexsonal ends. Werea
European war to break out in a year or
two, 1t is possible that Italy would fall

into iine with Germany ; il the war be

deferred, she will bave withdrawn from

the Alliance, for unless she reduces alike

her civil and military expenditure she

will very shortly have to go into liguide-

tion,

In thé present day statesmen are too
apt to make the tenure of office their
sole aim. In oountries where this is de-
pendent upon the vote of the people
their tendency is rather to profess sgree-
ment with 1the opinion of the moment
than to be themselves the exponents of
the principles in which they 1hemselves
believe. Now, Lhold to the right of a
nativn toshape its own destinies, whether
for good cr for evil. A statcsman must
nccept the popular verdict. He ought
not, however, t6 be ready to carry it into
effect in order to retain office, if he be-
lieves it to be injurious to his country.
His duly, in this case, is to point outin
what he considers it injurious, and to be
prepared to acceps the cold shape of
opposition, and there to await
patiently tha moment when what
he considers to be right becomes the
opinion of the majority. Those whosay
that the people are always right are as
goniemptible as were the ocourtjers of
Lonis X1V,, who bowed and grovelled
before him in the expectalion of some
crumbs from his table falling to their
lot. In no country are siatemen more
weak-kneed opportunists than in Italy,
and the consequence of their yielding to
evory popular cry, inatead of combating
it when they know its error, is that their
country has been bronght to the verge of
ruin. I[taly is an object lesson to all
those would-be leaders of men who prefer
the name of leading to the reality, and
who make office rather an end than a
means. It is pretty clear that, as a
League of Peace, the Triple Alliance has
proved to be a failnre. It never,indeed,
wag more than an allisance to secure to
Germany the French Provinces that she
hss acquired. With Continental Europe
divided into two armed camps, the dan-
ger of war is serions. If war does break
out, it is, as I have shown, very doubtful
whether Italy and Austria will stand to
their gontract with Germany.—Lo
Truth, .
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Irish Catholo Benefit Soclety.

The last meeting of the Irish Catholic
Benefit - 8ociely, beld in 8¢. Patrick's
Hall, was a very enthnsiastio one, 'The
president, Mr. John Puwer, occupied the
chair, After general business the elec
tion of cflicers for theyear took place,
and resulted as follows: President, M-,
John Power ; 1st vice-president, Mr. D.
O'Neill ; 2nd vice president, Mr. W,
Geace ; trensurer, Wi, James McVer 5
secretary, Mr. Jaseph McCann, 568 Chen-
neville street ; collecting-treasnrer, Me.
John Duvis ;7 ass«istant. gollecting-trens-
aver, Mr. Wm, Inskip; grand marshal,
Mr, John Dayer ; trustees, DMessrs. John
Currie, A. Junes and Jus, Toland, .

Mr. Jubn Power, president of the s>
ciety, was born in . July, 1833, In Killurin
House, County Wiexford, Ireland, - He
has been an active and energetic worker
for twenty-three years in the Iriah Ca-
tholic . Bauefit -Society: -~He has baen
elected president of the Societv for thir-

teen . years, and. vice president” for six.

years, During his membership- he has

1 been in office nineteen "years in‘sucoes- §
sion, *Alr. Power entered the employ. of-
the Gag Company thirly-ihres Fears ago.

During this period he was foreman for.
nine years and through his abilities and "
perseverance to further the work of.the
Company he was placed in the position
of- Superintendent at the Ottawa rireet -
worke. This position he has lseld for the
prst seventeen yesrs, + The srciely, of
which he is still president has for its
chief objeots looking after the widaws
and orphans. ‘The members are looked
after und cared for in times of rickness
and distress, and none are allowe:i:to
want while there is adollarin the funds,
The Society is & strong one and cone
tinues to grow in strength,

WISE SAYINGS,

Inve is & severe critic. Haite can
pardon more than love. .

To remember—to forget ; alasl this is
what makes us young and old, C

He who ocan suppress a momenl’s
anger may sappress s day of sorrow.

"Those who trample on the helplesa
are liable to cringo to the powextul.

An idle reason lessens the weight of
the good ones you gave before,

Piety is a grod thing to have, but
Christian charity is very much better.

Never excuse awrong action by say-
ing that some else does the same thing

Home jis sometimes thought flat and
duli, and too often ' mude so, just for
wrot of understanding what it standa
for.

No man has one bad habit and ro
more. The old proverb runs: “1When
the woll gets one lamb he looks for ane
other.”

e >

Different ways of putting {t.—This g
a scientifio way: *1t a mn fully ssleep
in the sitting posture with his mouth
open, his jaw drops; the tongue not bee
ing in contsot with the hard palate, the
suctorial space is obliterated ; the soft
palate no longer adberes to ine rvof of
the tongue; and if respiration be carried
on threugh the mouth, the muscular
curtain beging to vibrate.” And this ia
the popular form: “If & man doesu's
keep his mouth sbut when ssleep, he

will snore.”
NO OTHER Sarsaparilla has ef.
fected such remarkable cures as

HOOD’S Sarsaparilla, of Scrofula,
Salt Rheum. and other blood dixeases,

———y

T. FITZPATRICK, L.D.S.,
DENTIST.

Teoth without Plates a Spscialty.
No. 54 BEAVER HALL HILL,

MONTREAL. “:_G

UKLOCKS ALL THE CLOQAEZD SECRITIONS
or THE BOWELS, KIDNCYS AuD LIVER,
CARRYING OFF GRACUALLY, WITHOUT WEAKEZNe
ING THE BYSTEM, ALL HAPURITIES AND FOUL-
HUMORS, AT THC @AME YiME CORRECT=
ING ACIDITY or TMHE BYCMAGCH, Cumna’
SILIOUSNESS, DYSPEPSBSIA, KEAD-
ACHEB, DIZZINCESS, HEARTBURN,.
CONSTIPATION, RHEUMATISHM,

ORCPSY, SKIN DISEASES, JAUNDIGE,

BALT RUEUM, ERYSIPELAS, SBCROe
FULA, FLUTTERING OF THE HEARY,: -

NERVOUSNESS, AND GENERAL
DEBILITY. THEBD AND ALL SIMILAR,

SOMPLAINTS QUICKLY YIZLD TO THE CURAe . .

Jive InFLUINGE OF BURDOCK DOLoo

QUINN & DUCGAY,
Advocatss, Sollctors amd Mtornéys.
‘OFFICKS, TEMPLE BUILDING;
185 ST. JAMES STREET, NONTRE.

M'J""‘E QUINN, Q.C:s Cr 9~ )

Saei e e .' L 'myw“tpr' o “
VBl 3, DUGOAN, LL.B.. TG




