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NEWS oF THE WEEK.

The Parliamentary campaign bas commeneed in
sood carnest, and there bave been aiready several
interesting discussions in both Ilouses. CI.I the 11th,
the Earl of Cardigan called the attention of the
Jlouse to the Sismile-bridge massacre, and requested
an explanation from Lord Aberdeen with yespeet to
the intentions of 11. M. Ministry. Lord Al)urd.enn.
in reply, stated that he hai only that day received
intimation from the Lord Lieutenant that the matter
was under the consideration of the Irish Go'vermnent,
and that vo steps whatever had been decided upon
as to the conduet to be pursued Qllhell', towards the
soldiers, or the priests accused of inciting the people
to violence. In the House of Commons, Lord ..To!m
Tussell repudiated the statement of Mr. Sadleir at
the late Carlow election, to the eflect that he, Lor-rl
John Russell, had expressed any repentance for bis
share in the passing of 1he Ecclesiastical Titles Bill :
« Ag hie had been accused of baving changed his
opinion on this important measure, he would tuke the
opportunity of stating that he still thought tl’l’u same
upon the subject as he did two years ago.”” Lhis
explicit avowal of Lord J. Russell settles the ques-
tion of the propriety of any member gf the Irish
Brizade aceepting oflice umler'n.Russml-Aberdcen
winistry, and places Mr. Sadleir in a very awkward
position before his conutrymen. and co-religionists.

On Monday, 14th, Lord Aberdeen in the THouse of
Lords, and Lord Jobn Russell in the Commons, were
obliged to apologise for the very indiscreet. and u'ﬂcr-
dinner speech. of their colleague Sir (_Jhurlcs Wood,
delivered at Halifax, and reflecting, in no measured
terms, upon the conduct of the Irenel Government.
T.ord John read a letter from S C. ‘“’oo.d, w.o
from indispositior. was unable to attend,In which the
hon. gentieman « professed bis sorrow that any ex-
pressions used by him in addressing his constiluents
should lave beer understocd as offensive to the
French Emperor; he could not say whether he actu-

ally made use of the precise expressions alributed to
him, but, it was very possible that,speaking without
premeditation, some incautious expressions had escap-
ed him.”  The matter was then allowed to drop.—
Oa Tuesday, Mr. I¥. Peel moved for leave to bring
in a bill Lo enable the Legislature of Canada tp make
provision concerning the Clergy Reserves. Ie en-
tered into a history of these reserves, and of ll:e:jea-
lousies and heartburnings to which they have given
rise; the object of the present Bill was to repeal an
Act which had long proved an obstacle to the peace
of the country, and to leave to the Colonial Legisla-
ture, the only tribunal legitimately qualified to decide
upon matters purely local, the ulln’n:\t.e dxsposn!on ol
these Clergy Reserves. Sir Jolin Pakingtau, without
opposing the introduction of the measure, {eared that
it might be liable to the reproach of involving a breach
of national faith.  Sir Robert Taglis was loud in his
condemnation of the measure, as striking at the rools
of ali- corporate, and indeed of aly, property.  The
hon. gentleman is, we may remark, wwarmopponent
of the Maynooth Grant, an cndowment held by the
Catholics of Ireland, upon precisely the same tenure
as the Clergy Reserves are hield by the Profestant
ministers of Canada, viz., an Act of the [mperial Le-
sislature ; any argument (herefore which is good for
the repeal of the one, is equally good for the repeal of
the other; but it is not much that men, like Sir R.
Inglis, are troubled with a respeet for caonsistency. —
Liord Joln Russell denied that the grants, of the re-
venues aceruing from.the sale of public lands in Can-
ada, to any particular veligious denomination, were
irrevocable.  The setilement of 1840 was an inter-
ference with the previous settlement of 1791, and
now they were called upon to make another irrevo-
cable settlement. The question was not, whether an
endowment once made by Parliament cught to last for
ever, but whether Pagliament should adopt a rule,
that, with regard. to. a question of local concern in
the <eltlement of this properly upon ane portion of
the clergy or another, it was fit to allow the local
wsembly to legislate.  Upon that question the go-
vermnent had no doubt whatever.  After a few re-
marks, frem Mr. ITume, leave was given to bring in
the Bill.

Dr. Philpotts, the government bishap of Exeter,
moved in the Lords, for copies of the correspoadence
between the Coleonial Office, and the Legislature, and
Governor General of Canada, on the subject.of the
Clergy Reserves: he looked upon the Bill for ena-
bling the Colonial Legislature to dispose of them, as
w grievaus injustice. to. the colony.,  The Xarl of
Desart thouglt it would be a heavy blow to Protest-
anlisiz.

Oa Thursday, the Madiai case cane wnder the
«onsideration of the ITouse of Commons. Mr.
Kinnpird moved “ that an address.be presented to the
tJueen, praying that her Majesty would be graciously
pleased ta.take such sieps. as she may deem mest
fitting, for bringing under the notice of his Imperial-
Highness the Grand Duke of ‘Tuscany, the strong
feelings prevailing among a large number of Ler
Majesty’s subjects, in consequence of the persecu-

motion, as 6ne in.which the Protestant feelings of the
people were deeply interested. Mr. Lucas replied in-
a telling speech, in which he contrasted the sympathy
of the liberty loving Protestants of England for the
Madiais, with their indifference to the brutal ill-
treatment inflicted wpon Catholic Priests in Russia,
in Switzerland, in Sweden, and at ‘abiti, with the
approbation,and in several instances, at the instigation,
of the British govermment. ¢ What had been the
conduct” asked Mr. Lucas, ¢ in.cases in which Ca-
tholics had been concerned 7’ ‘The suffering of the
Nuns of Minsk had been greater than those of the
Madiais, and yet there had been no interference on
behalf of the vietims of IRussian intolerance: (his
micht be attributed to the prudence of her Majesty’s
Ministers, unwilling 1o involve themselves in a dis-
pute with @ great power like Russia, though ever
ready to bully and insult a weak one like Tuscany.
Then again, with respact to the expulsion of the Je-
suits from Switzerland, the noble Lord, now Secre-
tary of State for the Home Department, and the
eloquent advocate of {oleration, raised 720 voice in
their belalf: on the conlrary. e was carnest in in-
sisting upon their spoliation and banishment ; and, he-
canse the lay Catholics of the eanton of Tueerne,
resisted this tyrannical proceeding. his Lordship re-
commended that tiey should be shot down, and that
a war of extermination should be waged against them.
At Tahiti. the government had sustained Mr DPrit-
chard, a dissenting minister, in his infamous treatment
of the Trench Catholic Missionaries, and to the pre-
sent day the same gentleman had never received a
word of reproach from his government, for doing,
what the Grand Duke of Tuscany was accused of
doing. In Sweden also. the laws against the profes-
sors of the Catholic religzion were most oppressive,
and executed with the greatest severity, and yet the
Protestant sympathies of England were never
aroused for the wnhappy victims of Swedish intole-
rance. Mr. Lucas meant at an early period to sub-
it to the Ylouse a motion with reference to other
circumstances, other facts, other countries, and other
acts of persecution, which cqually deserved the at-
tention of the Tlouse with that which the honorable
gentleman had brought belore them : when he brought
forward his motion he hoped to be scconded by the
hon. proposer of the present motion. T.ord John
Bussell and Lord Palmerston defended their conidunet
with respect to the Jesuvits, The Jesuits were Pa-
pists, and therefore ought to he robbed and perse-
cuted ; Catholic Missionaries had na business in the
South Seas, and Mr. Pritchard was a very nice gen-
tfleman. After some further discussion, Mr. Kin-
naird’s motion was withdrawn.

The Convention of the government bishops and
clergy came off on the 15th; after going through
some cereimonies, {he farce was put an end to by Dr.
Sumner, who prorogued them until the 18th Aungust
next, under protest from some of the members.

Rumors bave been for some time in circulation in
Paris to the effect that an alliance by treaty between
France and England, with a view to counterbalance
the influence of the Northern powers, is in contem-
plation. Lord John Tlussell has made over the seals
of the Foreign Office to Lord Clarendon. Tt is the
intention of the government to prosecute the soldiers,
and the priests, implicated in the Siximilebridge mas-
sacre.

The Baltic steamer brings intelligence of the at-
tempt to assassinate the Imperor of Austria at
Vienna.  The culprit, who is a Hungarian, was ar-
rested ; the Emperor was but slightly injured.  Tle
insurrection in Lombardy is suppressed for the pre-
sent. Radetzky has issued stringent preclamations,
and is inflicting well merited punishment upon the
insurgents, Unlortunately, Mazzini, the prime wover
of all the disturbances, has as yet escaped arvest.
e is a cunning scoundrel, with a great deal too
much regard for Lis personal safety to expose himsell
to danger.  1lad he, or Xossuth, the pluck of men
about them—had they placed themselves at the Lead
the insurgents—or would they now partake of the of
perils and sufferings to which their deluded followers
ave exposed-—we might condemn their politices, but,
at the same tiime, we might believe thewn to be honest,
even if wrong-lieaded, men. But when we sce the
cowardly fellows, skulking far away from the conflict,
or [rom where there is any chance of a musket ball
coming whistling about their ears, and yet exhorting
others to rush upon dangers which they are afraid {o
face, itis impossible to avoid feeling the most profound
contenpt for the poltroons. Alexander Smith disclains
the proclamation issued in bis name ; he did not give
it an earlier denial, because its disavowal might have
exerted an unfavorable influence on the strupgle—
that is, if the insurrection had been successtul he
would have taken credit for his share in the transac-
tion—having failed, he is too glad to find a loop-hole
througlh which to sneak.

Hungary seems to be on the brirk of another re-
beltion: it is said that guerilla bands are forming all
over the country, and that Austria is-preparing for an
approaching struggle.

The Boston papers speak of an.attempted attack
on Wednesday the 2nd inst., upon the Catholic, build-
ings and institutions at Charleston—in consequence
of a rumor that a young girl lately converted from
Catholicity had been forcibly. abducted. But for the
firmness of the authorities there would have been
another Ursuline Convent burning business: low-
ever the mob.was dispersed without bloodshed, and,
order. restored. 'We. copy the following additional
particulars from,the Traveller of the 5thinst., from
which it will appear tbat the rumored forcible aisduc-
tion of the girl was nothing but-one of the. ordinary
Protestant: lies, got- up, in all probability, by some
evangelical reverends of the. same stamp as. the
.gentry, who excited, the Protestant. mpb to the burn-.

tions in Tuscany,” Lord: D. Stuast secouded the

ing of the Charleston convent a few years ago :—
¥ Yesterday Mrs, Ellen Corcoran, the mother of the girl, ap-

prared. rbeﬁ;rci Mnyor: Frothingham of Charlestown, and. made

sworn afidavit to the following facta 1

€¢I took my child Mary Joseph Corcoran, sometimes calied
fHannah,’. and sometimes cnlE:d ¢ Honora,” under my own
custody, of my own free will und without the interferénee of
any one. I'placed her in_a boarding house kept by John
Welch, in Purchase-street, Boston, and she remuined there,
unrestrained of her liberty, umil 1 procured a place for hier in
a private frmily-out of the «ity, w];erc T took her at my own
expense, and where she now remaius of her own free will and
subject to fio control.???

“ Mayor Frothingham under his own signature, savs :— The
undersigned have received positive assurauces from the above
named Ellen Corcoran, that her child, the above named Mary
Joseph Corvoran shall return to Boston, and come before us as
soon as Mrs Coreprun, or a messenger whom she shall desig-
nate, can have time to go tu the plnce of her residence and
bring her back ; andtbkat the girl Mary Joseph shull bein Bos-
ton on, or belore, Monday, the 7th inst.???

The notorious Gavazzi has arrived in America, and
there will be fun shortly witha pack ol grinning fools
rushing to bear the apostate monk blackguarding the
Pope, in a language of which they do not understand
a word,

FREEDOM OF LEDUCATION.

We publish below, a petition in favor of “Freedom
of Ldueation ” which is now being circulated, for
signature, amongst the Catholic citizens, of both
origins, of Montreal. Ve are net of a sanguine
tewperament 3 we have no faill in Protestant consist-
ency, or Protestant promises generally; above all
we distrust Liberal Protestant legislators, and have
an instinclive horror of the man wha ¢ professes
liberal principles.” Yet we may be pardoned, if we
venture “to indulge a hope” that Mr. George
Browu will cordially support the prayer of the peti-
tion when presented. Mr. George Brown is a friend
of thie *¢ Voluntary Principle”—at least he says he is
—aud as such, must surely cordially approve of the
fuliowing sentiment :—

* That the members of one Religious denomination
should nat, by Taw, be compelied to support the Reli-
gious, or Lducational establishinents, of another de-
nomivation, or, to which they ave conscientiously op-
posed;and that they should be-at liberty to support such
Religiouns and Educational establishments alone, as
they conscientionsly approve of.” .

And then, Mr. George Brown, who feels so keenly
for the wrongs inflicted upon the Catholics of Three
Rivers in that, by Law, they are compelled to pay for
the erection of a Catholic Cathedral, of which they
can, and will, conscientiously make use—unmst be
moved at the bare mention of the injustiee of com-
pelling Catholics to pay for the building of Non-Ca-
tholic Seliooi-houses of which they can make no use.
I the former be an infringement of the “Voluntary
Principle,” how mucl. more must not the latter be an
infringement of the same glorious “ Principle 77

Besides, we would put it to Mr. George Brown—
low much more inexcusable is it to violate the
“ Voluntary Principle  in the latter case, than in
the former? Surely Religion is of more importance
than Secular liducation, just as heaven is of more
importance than earth, and cternity of more impor-
tance Lthan time. Now, il Religion, a thing of so
great importance, can safely be left o the workings
of the “Voluntary Principle,” it follows, that Sceu-
lar Education wil vun no danger il provided for in
the saine manner; how then can lie hesitate to leave
ihe care and support of Secular Ldducation to the ef-
forts of Voluntaryism, after having abandoned to its
care, the far nobler, and the far more important, inte-
rests of Religion—Clearly,as a friend of the “ Volun-
tary Principle™ Mr. George Brown, will give a cordial
support to the prayer and allegations of the following
petition in favor of % Ireedow of Education.”

TO THE HONORABLE THE KNIGHTS, CITIZENS, AND
BURGESSES OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF Qa-

NABA, IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED.

The Petition of the undersizaed Roman Calholic Citizens
of the City of Montreal,
Hempry Sueweri—

That your petitioners beg leave, respectfully, to ap-
proach your Honorable House uy the advocates of Free-
dom of Religion, and Freedom of Edueation.

That in a mixed communily like ours, composed of
mewnbers of all religicvs denominations, and all, by
Law, entitled w0 eqnal eivil rights, Freedom of Reli-
gion, and Freedom of Edneation, consist essentially in
this : that the members of one denumination shall not,
by Law, be compelled to support the religious, or edu-
calioual, establishmeuts, of another denowination, or to
which they are conscientiously opposed ; and that they
shall be at Jiberty to support such religious and edu-
cational establisiinents alone, as they conscientiously
approve of.

‘That Freedom of Edneation is as mueh theright of
Her Majesty’s subjects in Canada, as is Freedown of Re-
ligion,

That it is as unjust, and as repugnant to the princi-
ple of Freedom of Edoeation, 1o compel Roman
Catholies to pay lor the support of Schouls to which
they are couseientiously opposed, as it would be nu-
just, and destructive of all Freedomn of Religion, to
compel Protestanls to pay for building, and the support
of, Roman Cathulic Churches.

That it is grossly unjust to tax the members of any
particular denomination for the suppor, either of
Churches or of Schaols, of which they can make nu
use, and which they cannot allow their children to
attend, withont doing violence to their sincere and
conscientious (even if mistaken,) reliriovs convictions.

That these principles, as esseutial lo0.the maintain-
ance of Freedom of Religion,and Freedom of Education,
are fully recognized and acted upon, in Lower Cana-
da, in which section of the Province the Protestant
minorily are exempt from the obligation of paying for
the support, either of thejRoman Catholic Chuich, vrof
Roman Catholic Schools ; and in which they (the said
Protestant minority) ate, by Law, entitled to their sepa-
rate Schaols, suppnited by a,fair share of the public
Schoo! Fund, and the teachers of which are selected by
# separate Hoard.of Protestant Examiners,

That these principles are constantly, violated in Up-,
per. Canada, in which.section.of the Provinee the Ro-
man Catholic minarity. are compelled by the School
Law, as at.present, interpreted, and enforced, to. pay.
for the support, of Schouls entirely under. Protestant
contral 5. in which children,of, Roman Catholic.parents.
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cises, and lo read Protestant ‘books of devotion - :
which moral training is often almost entirely l'xe"let;’le:;Z
(School Report, page 101) ; of whicl: the teachers are.,
It too many. instances, men of immoral habits ani
imperfeet education, whose epinions and: condl’:ct ilt
w_ould'n'ot pe for the advantage of the youne 1o im-'
bibe or imitate ¢Scliool Repol, page 66); and which
Roman Catholic parents, therefore, cannot allow |he'i|-'
cl_nl(h'en to :mer}d, as by so doing, they would he duipg
viclence to their sincere and conscientious (even jf
mistaken) religious convictions.

That your petitioners, though residing.in a differen,
section o.f the Province, cannot but feo acutely (he
grievous injustice lo.which their Roman. Catholic fe].

weeiliz ang ,
lo ~¢itizens of Upper Canada are, and have long been,,
subjected.

That your petitioners place great reliance on the
justice and wisdom of your Honorable House, '

Wherefore, your petitioners humbly pray—ip the
name of their Roman Catholic brethren of Upper Ca':
nada—in the names of Freedom of Religion, and Frep.
dom of Education—thar a remedy may be applied to
the gross injustice of which your petitioners complain .
that to the Roman Catholic minarity in Upper Canag:.
may be granted the same rights as are already ep-
joyed by the Protestant minority in Lower Cayady -
and that, as Freedom of Religion, and Freedon, of Edy.
cation, are, hy Law, fully secured tothe latter, the same
jostice may be accorded to the former.

And, as in duty bound, your petitioners will ovyr
pray.

STATE-SCHOOLISM IN THE UNITED STATES

Tt is always one source of consolation to the true
Clwistian to refllect, that, no matter what his atiey-
ances may be, there are sure (o be plenty of others
good deal worse oft than le is himself. Tor instance,
the Catlioliz:s of Upper Canada, think ita areat hard-
stip e be compelled, by law, to support Non-Catlyo-
lic Schools ; they feel it a grievance 1o he taxed, iy
order to make up the salaries of a Methodist Super-
intendent, and his onderstrappers ; and we think tlar
they have very good grounds.for complaiut.  But, iy
they will bur cast their eyes across the lines, they
will see abundant reasons to be thankful that they are
not the citizens of a democratic republic; they will
be the more reconciled to their position, when they
compare il with that of their bretbven, and co-reli-
gionists, in the happy land of mob-freedom ; and they
will thank God for the greater amount of liberty
which they enjoy, owing to the far less democratic
nature of their institutions and government:  In Cu-
nada, Catholic parents are taxed, il is trie, for the
support of Non-Catholic Schools ; but they need not,
as yet, send tieir children to them, unless they like ;
in the United States they have gone a slep [urther iy
the course of State-Schoolism, and now seriously
propose to make, not only the payment for, but the
attendance on, these State-Schools, compulsory,—
“ My children”—says the State, that is, the sove-
reign majority— shall go to me schools;™ and il its
subjects are «és children,” most assuredly the State
is right.

But.it seems that there are in the United Statcs,
as elsewhere, a troublesome, discontented, class of
persons culled parents—foohsh fathers and mothers
—who fancy that they have, somechow or another,
claims over the State’s “children ;" —tliat Havipe
aiven hirth to the child, and fed it, clothed it, tended
it, in infancy and sickness, they have same right to be
consulted as to its education ; nay, they o so far as
to assert that the child is ©/heir™ child, and not the
State’s child, and that the State shall not have it.—
To make matters worse, these refractory parentsare,
for the most part, Papists ; whereupon Yankee Pro-
testantism at once detects a clear case of foreign.
conspiracy {o overthrow its republican institutions ;
in the beautiful language of the Kentucky Demos-
thenes—* Tt smells a rat—it sees Lim brewing in the
storm—and it will erush him in the bud.”

Nowise troubled with this charge of anti-iepubli-
canism, or with these terrible threats, the Catholie
press throughout the United States, animated, and.
guided by the exhorfations, and by the instruc-
tions, of the Drelates of the Church, is unanimous.
in demanding Freedom of ducation for all classes.
of the commuity. The School question is the
question of the day with our Urethren in the States,
as it is with ourselves in Canada; but far greater
are the difficulties with which the former have to-
cantend, owing to the smallness of their numbers,
their poverty, and above all, to the democratic des-
potism of their institutions, which cnables a brute
majorily to trample upor, and ill use, the minority.
as it pleases; were we as far plunged in the filthy
slough of democracy, our condition would soon be as
bad as that of our republican neighbors, despite our
greater numbers, and our more prosperons condition.

For of all tyrannies, the most cruelly oppressive
and unrelenting, as it is the most odious and degrad-

ing, is the tyranny of a democracy, or despot ma- .
jority.  Under all other tyrannics, the condition of

the oppressed is never so low as to leave no room for .
hope 5 if his body be shackled, stitl his mind may be
free. But for the wretched victim of democratic .
despotism, there is not even hope ; le is not only op-
pressed, but degraded, morally and intellectually—
degraded far below the level of the heasts of the
field, and rendered, not only incapable, but uawortly
of freedom—fit onty for the yoke and the lash ; the
most pitiful, the most abject, creature that crawls,
over the fuce of God’s bright earth.

- Not that we mean that the institutions of the.
United States are, or in their origin were, demacratic ;
though it is true—a truth acknowledged and lamented:
by America’s bestand most learned statesmen—that
these Insfitutions have to a gredt extent become, .
and are daily'becoming. more and more, so;and th.:lt
the encrorchment.of democracy threatens, at no dis-
tant date, to. destroy the Constitutional, or rather
"Traditional; Freedom for which the fathers of the.
Confederation, so.bravely, fovght., There isin Ame-
rica, as in. Europe, but ane power capable af; resist-.

have been forced to join in, Puotestant religious exer~

ing the.onward:march. of this tyrant foe; and, well;
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