ufnl and sublime ; nor-éad I beljeve that He who mﬁ tipon the
ceme.of the Mechanic, in-his moreing.seatk, the mirmer-of therill
‘ot the bird’s sweet note, holds him guilty of purtakingof forbid-
den pleasures, when he cultivates a taste for musif; and beguiles a
i of Mn\np with the charms of poeey, of listens m the bosom
uf bis family to a cheerful song.
[Tosbe continued.}
'

A TALE OF GRASMERE.,
o Elch is the solitude—so deep, so seventimes goarded, and s
in miiatare beanty—of Easedale 5 and in this solitude it was

-
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atismpt the perilous task n( ing down into Esssdale from the
meupaigsabove Lan.dah Hedd, s spuud gf remonstrance arvse |
from many quarters. - However, at a moment when everybody
was in'the horry gf departare—and, to persons of their matare
ngo, the opposu;on coald not be very obsunate——paxty “after par-
ty rode off; the meeting melted away, and, at length, nobody
was left of any weight that could pretend to influence . the deci-

sion of elderly people. They quitted the scene, professing to
obey some advice or other upon the choice of roads ; but, atas

hills, everywhere open from the rude carriage way. After this,

. m‘(‘ie'orge and Sarah Green, two poor hard-working peasants,
k i;\'ni with & numerous family of small children. 1t is a custom,
Ty unclent one, in Westmorsland—that any sale by anc-
) wimhar of cattle, farming prndnce, farmmg stock, wood, or
v fumlture—and ae!dom S “fortnight pusses without some-
gfghe :or;—-{ormn an excuse for the good women, theough-
whqle circamference of perhaps a dozen valleys, fo as-]
bf. at the place of sale with a nominal purpose of siding the
mie, o of buying sometling they may huppen to want. In 1802,
. % sale, except it were of tha sort oxelusively interesting to farin-
L Ang men, wass kind of general intimation to the country, . from,
;&e ?"”?y Qg t.he property, that he would on that afternoon, be
‘home’’ for all comers, and hoped to see as large an attend-
gagmb‘e Accordingly, it was the aimost invariablg cas-
W‘@‘l ofien, 100 when the pariies werg far too poor. for such
o{m;pmmy—m maLe srople prnv:smn, not of eatables,
m%f iquen, | fax all who came. The main secret of atiraction at
L dhese wales-was | lhs sacial rendezv ous eﬂected between patties so
W f;om Qach other, lhat, in fact, witbout some such eommon
sobject, snd oftentimes something like a bivection of the interval
mﬁg,mﬂmh they would not be likely to hear of each other for
mqg aetnally to meet for years.. Taken genemlly, these
_ware the most picturesque and festal meetings which the manners
%4k thé country produced, 'There you saw all ages and both sexes
5 W}ed there you saw, n'ld' men whose heada would: have
shen:wudies for Guido : there you saw the most -colossal and
o y figares amongst the young taen that England has to shew ;
2 ‘the ‘nost ‘beautifal young women. There—that thg ml
wvalem, the graye wisdom, the innocent mirth asd thes
M -Winduess of the people, most delightfully expanded asili
soud themselves with the least reserve. =
To, g\wh a scene it was, toa sale of domnestic furniture nt the
. of some propmtqr .on the point_of giving up. housekeeping,
\..in,order 10 live), with a murried “son or daughter, that
‘and Sarah ‘Green ‘set forwdrd in the {orcnoon of a day
Joted to be their lust on earth. The sale was to have taken place
: ;}gg,{.gngdalgbggd to which, from their cotiage in Easedale, it. was
. -_ipasaible in -daylight and supposing no mist upon the hills, to find
it a shon cut of not more than eight miles. By this route they
tnt 5 and nolwnbcmndmv thg suow lay on the groond, .they
' inchcd 1heir destination in safeiy The attendance at the sale
mm» ‘basn Giminished by the rigorous state of the weather ;
: Nt still the scene was a gay one as usval. Surah Green, 1hough
~.go0d ;md }vgﬂby woman in her maturer years, had been imprn-
: . 998] andengiithe uqdm consxderauon of the country is apt to ex-
w | press e unfortouate’ in her youth. She had an elder davgh-|
‘ b wis'iflegitimate ; and I believe the father of this giry
%{ esd” t'gm gsrl barself was grown up ; and the peculiar soli-

Q‘a; %
m of Mr,gsawh’s wmaternal heart wss at this time: called
Wker bebalf 3 she wished to see ber placed ina very re-

they were seen no more.
of death.  Voices were heard, some hoars aflerwards, from. the
mountaine—voices, as some thoaght, of alarm ; others said, no—

1o acqunint them fwnh'mué’muuio_n’; but that, i thet could bo
accomplished, the vory sternest amongst them were kindheartéd
people, that would contend with each other for the privilege of aa-

jsisting them. Somewhat clieered with these thoughts, and hav-

ing caused ell ber brothers and sisters—except the two little things
not yet of a fit age—1to kneel down and say the prayers which
{they had been taught, this admirable little maiden tarned herself’
to every household task that could have proved useful to them in
a long captivity, - First of all, npon some vecollection that ithe

early a point as they could-do so unobserved, began to.ascend the clock was nearly going down, she wound it up. Next, .she took

ﬁnll the milk which remained from what her mother had provldad
They hod disappeared into the: cloud ifor the children’s consumption during her absence, and for the

breakfast of the following morning—this luckily was still in suffi-

that it was only the voices of mmlmplo . The tesut was, that
no attention was paid to the sounds.. .

That night, in little pexceful Mﬁ, Qi}cblldren st by a
pieat fire, expecting the ‘retarn of their parents,” upon wHsii they
depended for their ‘daily bread. Let a day pass, end they were
|istarved. Every sound wds heard with anxiety—Every sound,
évery etho amongst the hills waa listened to for five hoars—from
severto twelvé. Atlength, the eldest girl of ‘the faniily~—about
nirie ‘yeara otd—told fer Nittle brothers and sisters to g6 to bed.
They had heen tanght obediences 3 and all of them, at the voice
of their cldest sister, went off fearfully to their beds. What

Sould ba their fears, it is-difficalt to sey ; they had no know.
ledge to instruct them in the dengers of the hille ; but the eldest
sister always averred that they had a deep eolicitude, as she her-
seif had, about their parents, Doubtiess she had communicated
her feurs to them. Late gnd after midnight—the moon arose and
shed o torrent of light 'upon the Langdale Fells, which had al-

parents.

- That night and the following mornisg, came a farther and a
heavier fall of snow ; in consequence of which the poor - children
were completely imprisoned, and cat of from all possibility of
communicating with their next weighbours. The brook wes too
much for them to leap ; and the little, czazy, wouden bridge
could not-he crossad or even approached with safety, from the
-||drifting of the snow having made it impossible to ascertain the ex-
act situation of some; treacherous hule in its timbers, which, if!
trod upon, would have let.a small child drep through into the
rapid waters. Their parests did not retura. For sonze hours of
the morning the children clang to the hope. lhat the estreme sé.
verity of the might’ M “thom 20 sléep in Lkngdafe 5 but
this hope forsook fiem osthe day wore away. Their father,
George Green, had served asa soldier, and was an active man,
of ready resourees, who would not, under any circamstances,
have failed to force a road back to his family, had he heen siill
living ; and thia  reflection, or rather . semi-conscieus feeling,
which the awfulness of their situation forced upon the minds of
wll. but the mere infants, taught them to feel 1he extremity of their
dasger. Wonderful it is to see the effect of sudden misery, sud-
den grief, or sudden fear, where they de not stterly upset the fa-
cullies, in sharpening the intellectval perceptions. Instunces
must have fallen in the way of most of uvs. And I have noticed
ftequently that even gudden and intense bodily paia is part of the
mathioery employed by nature for quickening the developement
of the mind. ‘The poor desolate children of Blentarn Ghyll,

honrly bécoming mofe ruefully convinced that they were orphans,
gave many evidences of this awakening power, ss lodged, by a

Visbile bouse, where the mistress was distinguished for her no
plmes and her success in forming good servants. Tho
oct; &0 imporant to. Sarah Green in the narsow range of her
QMW:@ 4 more exalted family it wight to procure the pro-
Higdtenant, . ‘and get aship for him ; or 1o get him
occopied her throughont the sale. A doubtful an-
WW bpen given to het: applicgtion ; and Sarah was going
“+whiont the crowd, and weavifiy her person in and out in order to
oid of this or that m&ercessor who might have, or might seem
W some swaight with the principal person.coneerned.
m&,‘ﬂm ‘was thedast occa,‘auou which is known to bave stirred
W ‘of her heatt. " An illegitimate child is ev verywhere,
oy %ﬁqmiw@un of Westmoréland dalesmen, under
’ dm}u)f disconntenanee ; so.ibat Sarah Green might gon-
mrm daty to be the stronger towsrds thg .child of her
‘PEmbdfortone.”  And she probably had avother reason for her an-
zlelywpg words dropped by ber on this evering led peo-
splos s memme-~in her conscientions desire to introduce her
«daughter it sitaation less -perilous than that which  hadl coru-
;psed ber-awn yonthful sieps with snares. If o, it is painfal
w that the sirtuous wish, shobld not have buen  fulfitled.
ggaur and her . inpossioned wanner drew attention.to what

«Iipravidentislearrangement, in situntions of trial that most require .

They huddleditogather, in the evening, round their hearth-fire of
peats; and held their little councils upon whut was to be done to-
wards any chince—-if chance remained---of yet giving aid to their
parents ; for a slender hope had sprung up that seme hovel or
sheepfold -might "have furnished them a ‘screen, against the wea-
ther qaarter of the sterm, in which hovel they might be lying dis-
abled or snowed up ; and, secondly, as regarded theimselves, in
what way they wers to make known their situalion, in case the
snow shouid cantinue or incremnse ; for starvation stared them in
the face, if the§ should be confined for many days to their house.
Meantime, the eidw sister, Jiule Agnes, though sadly ularaed,
aud feelmg the sensation of dreariness as twilight came on, and
she looked out from the eottags door to the. dreadful fells, on
which, too probably, her parents ware lying corpses, possibly not
many hundred yards from their ewn threshold-~yet exerted her-
sell to take all the ‘measures which their own prosgects made
prodent. She told Miss Wordsworth, that, in the midst of the op-
| pregsion on berlittle spirit, from'vague ghostly terrors, she did not
fuil *to draw some comfort from the consideration, that the very

ready, long hoars be!‘nre. witnessed in darkness the death of their|

cient plenty for two days’ consamption, skimmed : ar” ¢ bilne**
milk being only one half-penny a quart, and the quart a mass re-
dundant one, in Grasemere—this she took and scalded, so sst0
save it from tyrning sour. That done, she, next examinad. the
meal chest ; made the common oatmeal porridge of the..conpiay,
but put al! of the children; except the two youngest, on shoré: 8-
lowance ; and, by way of reconciling them in some -Measyre: fo-
this stinted meal, she found out a fittle hoard of flour, part of
which she baked for them upon the heasth into Jittle cakes ; and
this unusual delicacy persuaded them to think that they had been
celebrating a feast. Next, before night coming on should make
it too trying to her own feelings, or before fresh snow coiming on
might make it impossible, she issued out of doors.- There her
first task was, with the assistance of two younger brothers, to cir-
ty in-from 1he peatstack as many peats as might serve them for *a
week’s consumption. That done, in the secend place, she ex-
amined the potatoes buried in withered fern : these were mdt
many ; aud she thought it better to leave them where they weve,
excepting as many as would make a single menl, under x feat tha t
the heat of their coitage would .spoil them if removed: Hab-
ing thug.made all.the provision in her power for supporting thésr
own lives, she torned her attentiomto the cow. Her she mitked;
but,. unfortunately the milk she gave, either from being badly fed;nr
from some other cause, was toe trifling to be of mwch consideratidn
towards the weats of aJarge famity.  Here, however; her chisf
anxiety was to get down the hay for the cow’s food from aldft
above the outhovse ; and in this she succeeded bul imperfactly,
from want of strength and size to cope with the difficultids of (e
case ; besides that the inereasing darkness by this time, togeilier
with the gloom of the place, made it a matter of great self.con-
quest for her to werk at ali ; and, as respected one might st I!iy
fate, she placed tha.cow in a simation of luxwrigus warmih “arid
comfort. Then retreaticg into the warm houee, and” "W"
the door, she sat down to undress the two youngest.of the dﬁi«
dren : them she laid carefully and cosily in their little nems dp
stairs, and sang them to sleep. The rest she kept up to bear her
company until the clock should tell them it was midnight ; wjite
which time she had stilla lingering hope that sowie welcome
shont from the hillsabove, which they were all to strsin ‘théir
ears to catch, might yet assure them that they were not whelly
orphans, even though one parent should have pcr;slmi Ro
shout, it may he supposed, was ever heard ; nor could a2 ‘sbitit,
in any case, have been heard, for the mght was one of tuhii-
tuous wind. And thoughwemidst its ravings, lomenmes theyﬂzwiid
a sound of voites, still; in the dead tuils that now and théh " sub-
ceeded, they heard nothing te confirm their hopes. As - st sér-
vices to what she might now have called ber éwa little family,
Agnes took precautions agninst -the drifiing of the snow within
the door and the .imperfect window, which had caused them
some discomfort on the preceding day ; and, finally, she adopted
the most systematic and elaborate plans of prevcnung the pow-
bility of their fire being extinguisbed, which, in the event of their
beiog thrown upon the ultimate ressurce of their poleueo. wmﬂd
be abaolutely indiepensable to their pxistence.

The night slipped away, and enethet morning came, ‘bringing
with it no better Lopes of any kind. Change there bad'been Hone,
but for the worse. ‘The snow had greatly incieased in qnnnmy H
and the drifis seemed far more formidable. A second diy pmud
like the first ; little Agaes still keeping all her flock quiei, sid fo-
lerably comfortable ; and still calling on all the a!dmibm
sion to say 1ligir prayers, morning and night.

A third day came ; and whether 3t wau on that oron ﬂufm .
I do net now reco)leet but on one or other there cané awdlesine
gleam of hope. 'The arrangement of the swow dﬁfu had shiYed

Tﬁnnng the night ; and though the wooden bridge was still § imprac-

ticable, a-Jow wall bad been exposed, over which, by a v‘yy
considerable cirenit, and crossing the low shoulderof a bill, i
seemed possible that & road might be found ‘into Grasmere, In

ume causes which produced their danger in one direction, shel-

ltered them from danger of another” kind—such dangers as she

; " ghg did ; but after ahe ceased v challenge notice by 'the'eipha
B Wﬁﬁ ol hor ‘eolicitations for her dunghter, sha cessed to. be noti

knew, froth books that she had rend, woald have threatened g

¢

it VL;jnd nothing was recollected of her sabsequent hohaxk'ér

diilitthe-dusolate’ fiock of chiildren in other parts of England ; that, if

!boywﬂd‘uot;etont into Grawmere, on the ofher hand, bad

o ,.-}Nihmemﬂved for geaeral separation. This time ‘was conis
wuly Ry sunset ; and the: final recoflechiuss of the crin
: m’ﬁeﬁrga and Smh Gmn. w,m,n,abu Wﬁﬂ,

o amd wild dedfencitg fin:eignert. wlhio sometirnes passed nlon;

h&tw&mm&faﬁ. t

uld ot getto thein ; uad that, s Wl

some walls it was necessary to force gapa ; but this was QM
without mach difficulty. 'The little boys accompanied thelr is-
ter. untd shg came to the olher side of the bill, wbaci; );ing"‘m

wq

3 o ga[aunly ensy. Here they punod ."hub
pnrsne

9r W .mission to the nearest house ;ln 095!*" ﬁld

i 'l’a,hvc pronﬂ a wrong ons in ncll aoass. Abd

W wm frois ‘htving anything t6 fesr ju that

g the desription tenewad, of (he hacror which, i8 2




