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£0 becoming rich.  Why then,” people will
naturally ask themselves, ¢ should the Sisters
be there ?” And the reply to such a guaestion is
this :—that they have placed themselves at the
disposal of their Divine Master, and gee an end,
a purpose of His, which they ocan realize by
going there. Such a reply can hardly fail to
give, to even t o most debased and oareless, a
mnew conception of the parpose of life, and &
higher ideal of the spirit in which its works
ought to be done, '

2. Woman is the symbol of the Church of God.
In the Book of Revelation, the form and like
ness of Woman is again seen, as representative
of the “ great mystery,” of the Kingdom. (Rev.
xix. 7; =xxi.9; xxii. 17. Eph. v. 32.) The
Church of God is oalled the ‘* Bride™ of Christ ;
the idea representing weakness and depen
dence, joined with strength of devotion and
solf-surrender. _— ] )

‘This heavenly reality, the *'Sister” is especi-
ally called to represent; though, in speaking
of this aspect of the life, we must be oareful ax
to our phraseology. )

In the Sisterhood life, there is an accentuat
ing of that calling which in truth belongs to the
whole Church, to be the ** Bride” of Christ.

The Sisters are not so ** Brides” ot Christ as
to exclude the reat of the Church, for zhe whole
Ohurch is the ¢ Bride;” but their part is,
especinlly, to put forward this side of the deep
Christian verity. Asone part of the Church
represents the priesthood ot tbe whole Church,
another the royalty, another the teaching, and
anotber the home-life, the family,~—which iz a
shadow upon earth of the Trinity above—so
the Sisterhood life represents, and brings out
into sharper relief, in behslf of—with—for—
and in the name of —the whole Church, that
calling of the whole Church of Christ to_be
““ His hoiy Bride;” to be absolutely His, at His
disposul ; to feel the deepest attachmeni and
yield the most eutire devotion to Him; to live
for Him, and for Him only.

Oune great waut in the Church of to-day, is
the recognition of vocations; depending on the
wealth ot God the Holy Spirit, Who is * divid-
ing to every man severally as He will: " the
recognition of * huly estates;” suoh #s ihe
“holy estate” of matrimony, and also the
« poly estate” of those who are eatirely and
specially dedicated to our Lord, as * Sis-
te-s.”

Our Blessed Lord, as He passes by, calls some
with one tone of His Voice, and somo with
another; one soul has to follow Him in ono
way, the next in quite & different way ;—a8
when He was on carth. We are, each of us, to
answer to the call given fo us, readily and
simply ; without any jealousy, or comp .rigon
of it with that given to others: heartily recug-
nising aud following our owan vocation.

This vocation is pointed out, in the case of
all whose desire is to serve God, first by
certain providential leadings, «nd then b y o
jnner tendency,—at first, it may be, of feeling,
rather than of will and purpose,—towards &
special line of service. o

We are not to ray that one vooation 18
“ higher” than snother; there is no need what-
ever of comparisons; but we are to recognize
and heartily reslize, alike, ¢.g. the vocation for
the “dedicated” life, and the wvocation for

iage.
mﬁlr;:g is the life of the mistressof a Christian
honsebold, in her o¢v n house; and there is
M4 of the  handmaid of the Lord,” in His
Cauréh; one who simply belongs to her Lord,
for this special work ; attached to Him in this
special way, as ono of His  Body-guard.” She
is to represent the Church of Christ, in the
relation of the Church to her Lord as * Bride,”
professedly and profecsionally. All the men-
bers of His Church belong equally to their
Lord. Yet, assome are oalled professionally to
the Priesthood, 8o also it should be accepted as
natoral, that some ehall, specially and repre-
gentatively, belong to our Lord in this parti-

oular way; having only one thing to do, like
Anna in the temple, to wait apon their Lord.
There is quite enough said in Holy Soripture
to made us see that there is a place, in the cor-
porate Christian life, for the special vocation.

These chosen ones form His Court, round Hia
Sacred Person.” They bring all that they
touch, practically, into connection with Him
Who is the Centre of the spiritual order. They
are to win the provinces of Home-life, of Art,
of Musio, and such like, for Him Who is
‘ worthy.” They do what others do, whether
it is teaching, mnsio, nursing, or anything olse,
a8 belonging to Him ; as His alone, and only
His; in His Numa, aod for His Saks; simply
bocaaso He has need of it, for the general good
of His Church, and in order to bear witness to
His universal Liordship over all,

Wo, in Souath Africa, know practioally that,
in such a country as ours, we must have the
help of women who have this high calling ; we
must have some, of whom it is understood that
they are not open to an engagement of inar
riage, Ordinarily, every one round about us is
aither married or going to he married; the
country itself eannot provide us with disen-
gaged people, having leisure at their disposal
for the necessary work of the Charah,

But, apart from this practical necossity,
thore is a special powor in their boing known
to be the property, the possession of the Lord;
the **lot" of the Lord, which consecrates the
whole people. There is no reflsction cast upon
the rost of the Body, as if they might not be
quite as “ religioua” as Sisters. But the “ lot”
of the Lord are His special possession and
property, sot apart for His service ; the settled
order and plan of their lives being arranged,
definitely, with a view to His work and His
worship; which is indeed the basiness of all,
bat for which so many say that they have ‘““no
time " _

Doring our Synod at Bloemfontein, several
representatives of our busy aund occupied laity,
including some from the Diamond Fields, were
present at the Synod Service held in the Sister-
hood Chapel. I remembor how they seemed
to feel the blessedness of realising that, while
they themselves hud so little time for prayer,
this continnal worship was being offered on
their behalf. Such people, while doing their
best to make room for praycr in their own busy
lives,—for none can be dispensed from it them-
gelves,—are likely to find comfort in the
thought that they aro represented by the * Sis-
ters; " that the Liord is holding His Court, and
His Word is being fulfilied, that * in every
place incense shall be offered unto Him, and a
pure offering,” all day long ; that the perpetual
worship of which the Psalmist spoaks is a reo-
ality.

Thus, throngh this portion of her membars,
living in community, the Church may offer tu
Him this devotion ; she may koeep up a regalar
round of worahip and homage; wherein,
though there may not always bo & oonscious
warmth and glow of devotion —a special enjoy
ment of religious services,——she is foreshadow-
ing on earth, and preparirg for, the life of
Heaven itself, where, while *‘ they rest from
their labours,” they ‘/ rest not day nor night,”
in their song of praise.

Bat, besides this direct worship of their Tiord,
the Sisters are continually occupied in Prayer
and Intercession, for the whole Church, and for
the special needs of individuals. And this is
one of the most powerful agencies by which
the Church according to the will of her Lord,
leavens the world, and ivflaencea the destinies
of mankind. Simply to etand rouwnd the Lord,
and be in His Presence, is in itself a source of

ower.

And theg, theve is the aciual material Work
itself; work to be dove for Him, with hand or
heart or mind.

This work is waiting on every side, for those
who will do it. It does pot so much matter

what the work is; this will vary from time to

time, scoording to the gifts of the individual,
and the needs of the Church. The Sisters are,
in Hisstrength, to win every province of social
life to Him, by the exercise of all the various
glilft.s and powers which have been entrusted to
them,

At Bloemfontein, for instance, onr Sister-
hood, in one departmeant, is ocoupied in g'ving
to the deughters of the Uclonists an education
of the highest oclass, As much attontion is
givento this as possible. We aim at affording
to the pupils the opportunity of attaining a
high standard of excellence, for example, in
music, with a view to its bgaring on Church
work,

It may be diffisult to some, to see what this
bas to do with * Mission work.” Bat ourides, .
in High Class education, is this: to reach the ~
minds of those who will have the most import
ant homes, a3 centres of inflaence, in the futura,
Aud surely it is obvious that, if the women who
reprassat the Church are to make the Chureh's
inflaence felt to the fullest extent, they must
bo able to give all that this age requires. We
want people 1o feel that they need not go any-
where but to the feot of Christ, in order to gain
sl) that they really need. Art, Svience, Liter-
ature, Culture of every sort,—aevery branch of
buman attain ment —must be sanctified, by being
praotised in and to Him.

“ O Lord our Lord, and spoiler of our foes, .
Thero is no light baut Thine; witnh thee sll
teauty glows.”

Now, if this is to be fully done, wo muszt
have, for the doing of it, livas wholly dedicated
to the work. And if this Community life is to
bo really useful to the Church, it must be for.
mslly aod frankly accepted by the Church,
There must be something moro than Lthe woman
merely dedicating hersolf, in her own will and
heart. The Church must formally recognise
hor purpose, and provide a fest for hor. The
personal dedication may be as real and true,
before God, in secret; but some formal expres-
sion i3 needed of this dedication.

(To be Continued)

PAROCHIAL MISSION TO THE JEWS.

o

In many of the Dioceses in B.N.A. tho of,
fertories at the Good Friday sorvices are by
diroction of tho Diocesan appropristed to the
funds for the Conversion of the Jews, and for
the maintennnce of the work of the Church
amongst them. In this connection wo would
oall the special attention of our readers to the
letter of the Ruv. J. D. Cayley, M.A., Toroato,
Secrotary of the * Parochial Missions to the
Jews Fund,” to bs foand in our * Corrospond -
ence” columns. At the anoual mesting of the
Society beld in London, Erg., and at which
Bishop Biyth was present; he Bishop of Sal-
inbury presided, and tho following resolutions
were passed :

Movwad by the Bishop of Bedford, ** That God’s
ancient poople, the Jews—particalarly those in
Englaad ~have 4 special claim on the practical
sympathy of Eoglish Christians,”

Moved by Bishop Biyth, ** That speocial ef-
forts bo made on behalf of the Fund for Alex-
andiia.” )

Moved by Rev. C. J. Ridgeway, **That the
“ Parochial Mesions to the Jews Fand,” which
is administered in 1ccordance with the dootrine
and discipline of The Cburch of England, and
whose work has been already much blessed by
God deserves increased support at the hands of
al! faithful members of The Charch.”
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