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so becoming rich. " Why thon," people will
naturally ask themselves, " should the isters
be there ?' And the reply te such a question is
this:--that they have placed themselves at the
disposal of their Divine Master, and ese an end,
a purpose of His, which they can realize by
going there. Such a reply can hardly fail te
give, te even t e most debased and careless, a
new conception of the purpose of life, and a
higher ideal of the spirit in which its works
ought te bo dune.

2. Woman is the symbol of the Church of God.
In the Book of Revelation, the form and like
ness of Woman is again seen, as representative
of the " great mystery," of the Kingdom. (Rev.
xix. 7; xxi. 9; xxii. 17. Eph. v. 32.) The
Church of God is oalled the " Bride" of Christ;
the idea representing weakness and depen
donce, joined with etrength of devotion and
Bolf-urrender.

This heavenly reality, the "Sister" is especi-
ally called to representt; though, in speaking
of this aspect of the life, we must ha care'ul as
te our phraseology.

In the Sisterhood life, thore is an accentuat
ing of that calling which in truath belongs to the
wohole Church. to be the " Bride' of Christ.

The Sisters are not so •' Irides" ot Christ as
te exclude the rest of the Church, for the whole
Church is the " Bride;" but their part is,
especially, to put forward this side of the deop
Christian verity. As one part of the Charch
represents the priesthood o the whole Church.
another the royalty, another the teaching, and
another the home-life, the family,-which is a
shadow upon earth of the .Trinity above-so
the Sisterhood life represents, and bringe out
into sbarprr relief, in behalf of-with-for-
and in the name of--the whole Church, that
calling of t he whole Church of Christ to b
"His holy Bride; " to be absolutely His, at His
disposal; to fet the deepest attachment and
yield the most entire devotion to Him; to live
for Him, and for Him only.

One great want in the Church of to-day, is
the recognition of vocations; depending on the
wealth oi God the Holy Spirit, Who is " divid-
ing to every man severally as Ho wili: " the
recognition of - holy estates ; " sBch as the
" holy estate" of matrimony, and also the
"holy estate" of those who are entirely and
specially dedicated to our Lord, as "Sis-
te-e."

Our Blessed Lord, as He passaes by, calls some
with one tone et His Voice, and some with
another; one soul bas to follow B im in one
way, the next in quite a different way;-as
when He was on crth. We are, each of us, to
answer to the caui given to us, readily and
simply ; without any joalousy, or comp -rison
of it with that given to otherci: heartily recog-
nising and following our own vocation.

This vocation is pointed out, in the case of
ail whose desire is to serve God, first by
certain providential leadings, and thon by an
iuer tendency,-at first, it may bo, of feeling,
rather than of will and purpose,-towards a
ppecial lino of service.

We are not te saZy that one vocation is
"higher" than another; there is no need what-
ever of comparisons; but we are to recognize
and heartily realizo, alike, e.q. the vocation for
the "dedicated" life, and the vocation for
marriage.

There i the life of the mistress of a Christian
household, in ber oû n bouse; and thore its

N of the " handmaid of the Lord," in Hie
Caurdb; one who simply belongs to ber Lord,
for this special work; attached to Him in this
special way, as one of His " Body-guard." She
is to represent the Church of Christ, in the
relation of the Church to ber Lord as " Bride,"
professedly and profeEsionally. Al th mom-
bers of His Church belong equally to their
lord. lot, as some are called professionally te
the Priesthood, sO aleo it should be accepted as
natural, that sme eshall, speoially and repre-
sentatively, belong to our Lord in this parti-

colar way; having only one thing to do, like
Anina in the temple, te wait upon their Lord.

There is quite enough said in Holy Scripture
to made us see that there is a place, in the cor-
porate Christian life, for the speciai vocation.

These chosen onea form His Court, round Hie
Sacred Person.' They brin, ail that they
touch, practically, into connection with Him
Who is the Centre of the spiritual order. They
are to win the provinces of Home-life, of Art,
of Music, and such like, for Hlim Who is
" worthy." They do what others do, whether
it is toaching, music, nursing, or anythiig aise,
as belonging to Him ; as Hie alone. and ouly
His; in Hie Nane, and for Ris Sake; simply
bocause He has need of it, for the general good
of His Church, and in order to bear witness te
His universal Lordship ovor ail.

We, in South Africa, know practically th.t,
in such a country as ours, we must have the
holp of women who have this high calling ; we
must have some, of whom it is understood that
they are not open to an engagement of muar
riage. Ordinarily, every one round about us is
aither married or going te be married; the
country itseolf cannot provide us with disen-
gaged people, having leisure at their disp3sal
for the nocessary work of the Charh.

But, apart froin this practical necessity,
thore ie a special power in their boing known
to be the proporty, the possession of the Lord ;
the "lot" of the Lord, which consecrates the
whole people. Thera is no reflootion cast upon
the rost of the Body, as if they might not b
quite as " religions" as Sisters. But the " lot"
of the Lord are iHis special possession and
property, set apart for His service ; the settled
order and plan of their lives being arrangod,
definitely, with a view to His work and fis
worship; which is indeed the business of ail,
but foir which sa many say that they have "no
time"

Dnring our Synod at Bloemfontein, soveral
representatives cf our busy and occupied laity,
including some from the Diamond Fields, were
present at the Synod Service held in the Sister.
hood Chapel. I remembor how they seemed
te feel the blessedness of realising that, while
they themeives bad se little time for prayer,
this continual worship was being offered on
thoir behalf. Such people, while doing their
best te make room for prayor in their own busy
lives,-for none cae ho dispensed from it them-
selves,--arc likely to find comfort in the
thought that they are represented by the "Sis-
tors; " that the Lord is holding His Court, and
Hie Word is being fulfilled, that " in every
place incense shall ho offered unto Him, and a
pure offering," all day long ; that the par petual
worship of which the Pdalmist speaks is a re-
ality.

Thus, throngh this portion of her members,
living in commuunity, the Church may offer to
Hlim this devotion ; she may keep up a regular
round of worship and homage; wberein,
though there may net always be a conscious
warnith and glow of devotion -a special enjoy
ment of religious services,-she is foresbadow-
ing on earth, and preparir.g for, the life of
Heaven itelf, where, while " they rest from
their labours," they "rest not day nor night'
in their song of praise.

But, besides this direct worship of their Lord,
the Sisters are continually occupied in Prayer
and Intercession, for the whole Charc-h, and for
the special needs of individuals. And this is
one of the most powarful agencies by which
the Church according to the will of her Lord,
leavens the world, and influences the destinies
of mankind, Simply to stand round the Lord,
and ho in His Presence, is in itself a source of
power.

And thon, there is the actual material Work
itsolf; work to be doue for Hlim, with hand or
heart or mind.

This work is waiting on every aide, for those
who will do it. It does not se much matter
what the work is i this will vary from time to

ime, acoording to the gifts of the individual,
and the needs Of the Churoh. The Sisters are,
in His strength, to win every province of social
life to Him, by the exorcise of ail the varions
gifts and powers which have bean entrusted to
them.

At Bloemfontein, for instance, our Sister.
hood, in one department, is oooupied in g*ving
te the daughters of the Colonists an education
of the highest clais. As much attention is
given to this as possible. We aim at affording
te the pupils the opportunity cf attaining a
high standard of excellence, for example, in
musie, with a view to its b2aring on Church
work.

It may be diffilIt to some, te see what this
bas te do with "Mission work." Bat our idea,
in. Righ Class education, is this: to reach the
inids eo' tiiose whe) will have the most import
at homes, ai centres of influence, in the future.
And surely it is obvious that, if the wonmen who
represont the Church are to make the Chunrh's
influence fait te the fullest extent, thoy mast
ba able to giva al that this age reqnires. Ve
want people to fel that tbey need not go any-
where but to the tout of Chrvist, in ordor to gain
ail that they really noed. Art, Saience, Liter-
ature, Culture of evory sort, -vory branoh Cf
huruan attairn ment -niust hu sanctified, by bai ng
practised in and te Him.
" O Lord our Lord, and spoiler of our foes,
Thore is no light but Thine; witti thee ail

teauty glows."
Now, if this is to be fully donc, we mut

have, for the doing e it, livos hoilly dedicated
to the wark. And if this Communny life is te
be really useful to the Church, it must be for-
mally and frankly accepted by the Church.
Thera must be something more ttian the woman
merely dedicating heroilf. in her own will and
heart. The Church must formally rocognise
her purpose, and provide a test for ber. The
personal dedication may be as ral and true,
before G>d, in secret; but some formai expres.
sion is needed of this dodication.

(To be Continued)

PAROCHIAL MISSION TO THE JEW3.

In many of the Dieceses in B.N.A. the of.
fertories at the Good Friday services are by
direction of the Diocesan appropriated to the
funds for the Conversion of the Jews, and for
the maintenance of the work of the Church
amongst them. In this connection we would
call the special attention of our readers to the
letterof the Rev. J. D. Cayley, M.A., Toronto,
Secrotary of the I Parochial Missions to the
Jews Fund," to bi found in our "Correspond-
once " columns. At the annual meeting of the
Society held in London, Erg., and at which
Bishop Biyth was prosent; ho Bishop of Sal-
iebury presided, and tha following resolutions
were passod:

Moed by the Bishop of Bedford, " That God's
ancient poople, the Jews--particularly those in
England -have a special claim on the practical
sympathy of English Christians."

Moved by Bishop Biytb, " That special ef-
forts be made on bebalf of the Fund for Alex-
andria."

Moved by Rev. C. J. Ridgoway, "That the
"IParochial Missions to the Jews Fnnd," which
is administered in accordance with the doctrine
and discipline of The Church of England, and
whose work bas beau already much blessed by
God deserves incresed support at the bands of
ail faithful members of The Church."

Wu want 10,000 subseriberis; who will help
in seouring them ?
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