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LENT.
I
Lexr is the Church’s Revival, Not spasmeodi-
cally and ab long intervals, but regularly and every
year, does the Church of the living Gop call her
childrven to ecif-examination, fasling” and prayer.
Not by the persistent ineuleafion of cne single
duona Lo e exelusion of all the ofhiers; not by
exeiting awd Eoightening sinwears inte o ose ealled

conversion doss <he strive 1o bring them to Gow.

Dul vather shie woubd win them ; by lending thew |

to u suttable frame of mind induced by seli-
deniul and quict thought; Ly the exlibition of
Christ suifering, dying, rising again. The scason
of Lent is the grand and sublime climax of the
drama of Redemyplion, which it is tho ofiico of the
Churell perpetually to rehearso until the Loxd
come again. Andas we should naturally hehold
the closing scencs of somo great I'ragedy of carth
with beni hiead and bated breath ; so do wo look
upou the picture of the last days of the Saviour's
life with an emotion that shews itself, not in noise
of words, but insilence of thought.

1. Bour LexTMusT BE 4 rEaniTy, If the season
only add another to the list of religious shams, it
lad hotter be abolished, There is loo much ten-
dency to play at Lont. It is pleasant to feel that
wo are keeping in & certain sense n season of the
Church which it is rather the fashion now io 6b-
serve. It bringsto the miud & kind of sutisfaction
if wo go to the special Lenien services once in ihe
woek ; or sigh over tho specially fervent appeals
which are sure to bhe mado to us to endeavour io
deny ourselves. Dut there are two dangers under
which we shall surely labour. The lirst is zsm-
realily. We cannot be reul, unless we are in
earnost, and unless wae are resolute in self-exami-
nation. None can overcome a sin, until ho firss
find out what thet sin is.  And there aro noue so
blind as those who will not see. No one capable
of thought can be ignorant of what his besetting
sinis. But no one at all can gain one step in the
onward ecurse till he honestly and fairly look his
sin in the face; sec where it is leading him ; see
what eflect it has on others, as well as on himself,
And one peculiar benefit of the Lenfen season is
that it not only provides a calm retreat for the
soul, wherein it may ‘come apart into a descrl
place and rest awhile ;”’ but it actually predisposes
to the work, it holds out every ineentive to it, it
exhibits a glorious and perfect example before i,
Doubtloss St. Paul strik:s the key-noto when Lg
says ““ I keop under my body.” Theimprovewent
must always be in the direction of self-restraint,
both of ep::it and body. DBe real then in this

necessary discipline. Look your sin full in the
JSace, and in the power of Gop and by the help of
Christ, make a stand against it. Do not allow
yourself to “appoar to men to fast” Talk not
about how you keep Lent, or how any one clse
obscrves it.  But koep it yoursell. If sloth besct
you, got up half an hour earlier overy morning.
If anger, try to bo silent under provocation. If
self-will, do something against inclination every
day. Give up some lawful pleasure, some dearly
loved luxury, somo specislly precious pasiime,
and take the lima or the money for work for Gon,
Those who now live poorly cannot give up much
in the shape of food, hut there lies always ogen to
every one that greatest pleasure in life, the luxury
of doing good to others, thattrait which is in the
human of all things nearest to the Divine—sym-
pathy. Above all things Je real.

2. Next—Penrsavere. Mony persons begin
Lent with holy resolutions and earnest prayers.
The Devil’s temptations to doubt have been driven
away. The wor!d’s allurements havo been pushed
aside, and for a while & veil has been drawn around
the soul, and daily it has approached nearer to its
Jop. It has acknowledged that of itself it could
do no goud thing, neither 4orm nor keep o single

aool resolvo, and for a while it was steadfast and
eoveful. Dot alter o

The diseipline teo long cidured Loene irksorue,

thne there was o falling off,

peedundly the Jours of develion were shortened,

and the tension of the sonl was loosed, and by the
vime of tho week of the Lord's Passion, alinost all
interest in the same had been lost. There ig
nothing the Evil One dreads so much for those
who would live o Gob av perseveranco. e does
not mind a good beginning, if only he can prevent
the “enduring unto the end.” Ilc knows the
power, for good in one resolution kept unbroken.
Beoware of the templation which will surely comeo
tu relax your efforts, to cease attention on your
services, to slacken in your sympathy, {o deaden
your devotions, and to chill your charily, You
will most certainly be exposed to it. You need
not hope to escape, Do not begin with a harder
rulo than you can reasonably hope to maintain.
Kaeh Sunday will come to you as arest and a
Tho wells of living water are thero
for your use. And as esch Lord’s Day comes
with its holy lessons of faith, and hope, and love,
you will arise in the strength of that meat unto
Horeb, the mount of Gob.

refreshment,

Ilere then are the two poinis on which evory-
thing will depend as to your right use of the
seagon of Lent. Youwill naturally make o rule for
yourselves at the beginning. What can 1 give up
for Christ's sake? What thing that is lawful to
me can I deny myself in for the sako of Gob and
His Chureh? Iow best can I make this holy
season profitable to my soul? What services can I
attend? What work of charity and love can 1
engage in? I must not undertake more than 1
can carry out ; but my Lent this year must be a
reality. I must no longer ireat it as a plaything,
but must strive to go forward, puiting on the whole
armour of Gop, that [ may he able in the ovil day
to sfand. Every ome can add to the morning and
eveuing prayer which will be offered in the Churcl
throughout the season tho Collect out of the Com-
mination Service, and say the 51st Psalm knascling,
on the Wednesdays and ¥Fridaysin Lens, and nizny
who have leisure can do much more,

Ilemember, every soul is nearer to lleaven or
nearer 1o Hell at the end than at the beginuing of
this Lent..

“CHoOSR YE THIS DAY WhOM YE WILL SERVE,”

THE PSEUDO-ISIDOREAN DECRETALS,

Trne October number of the American Churc
Review gives us an analysis of “the TForged
Deeretals,” founded on a very scarching oxamina-
tion of them by a German writer, Paulus Heinschius,
Perhaps our readers would like to know more than
they do about this wonderful document, upon
which the wholo of the claims of the Papacy from
the 9th century lave been based. It wasa very
clever man, whoever he was, who conceived aud
carried out the ides of placing, by forgery, the
Bishops of the Latin Chureh, and through them,
the throne of St. PPeter, abova thase of oll the rest
of the Apostles ; snd of making Christendom for
centuries believe that his throme was fixed in
Rome. This was done by one who, in all likeli-
hood, will remain unknown to the end of time.
His name has never been revealed, but thb power
of his work still exists. "The lfalse Decretals wexo
compiled sometime in the 9th century, in all pro-
bability by an ecclesiastic of the Gallican eor
Spanish Chureh, and the writer commenced by
forging the name ol a fumous Bishop of great
suthority in the Western Churel,, Isidore of Seville,
calling himself in lis preface Isidore Mereator.
So theroughly and, we believe, honestly, was this
dostment aceepicd by the Clurch of Rowe in
seneral, in o day when eareful investigation was
well nigh impossilile, thit the Decreinls were for
centurics believed Lo be Lazed upen a letler written
by Amnacletus, Dishop of Lome, about A. D. (§.
In the 12th century, Gratian, a Benedictine Monk,
worked, it'is said, for 24 years at the attempt to
reconcile all the decrees of the Cliurch previously
proclaimed, and succeeded so well that, with the
help of the “False Decretals,” he published his
Concordantia Discordantium Canonun” (or Recou-
ciliation of Discordant Laws) which has ever since
been mainly the law of Roman Christianity, ¥rom
this source the IForged Decretals have, as the writer
in the A. C. . observes, “becn securcly transferred
to a code which has passed into the very existenco
of the Roman Curin. The “Forged Decrotals,”
in fact, are composed of (1) spurious letters of
early Popes ; (2) a late edition of the Hispania, or
Spanish collsction of Canons, Decretals, &ec., which
had previously been falsely named after Isidore, of
Seville, as their supposed compiler, Thess had
been pretty gonerally recsived throughout the
Western Church about the close of the 6th cen-
tury, whoreas Isidore, of Seville, died in A. D.
636. (3) FExiracts, mostly very brief, but all to
thoe same purpose, from utterances of Iato Popes and
decrees of lale councils, but all professing to be
the utterances of early Dishops of Ilome and
decrees of oarly councils, and all, in fact, eontra-
dicting what such Dishops and such couneils had
uttered and decreed ; and (4) the “Forged Decro-
tals” are forgeries of a very high order, such as
would put to shame for dumsiness the commercial
forgories of our latter days. Tor professing to pro-
ceed from Apostles and their immediate successors,
they quote the words of men whoe lived at different
periods, and at various dislances from the Apos-
tolic times, down {o the time of the compiler, and
Canons of Councils which were never passed ; and
when quotation will not serve the turn of the
compiler, he freely resorts {o his imagination. Still
in usual ho is careful to quote the words of some
auther; but, as it seems, it does nol matier at all
to him in what century previous to his own the
author lived.  Any words which serve his turn are
pressed into the service, and any and all are in-
corfo ated by Gratian without scruple and without



