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LENT.
i.

LENT is the Church's Revival. Not spasmodi-
cally and at long intervals, but regularly and every
year, duos the Churcli of the living Gon cal bher
childlren to self-examination, fasting nd pryer.
2No t by k te ipersislent inculcation of onc single
tijlI t i'' ai iii i L'uai.fu ii
<'uina H> îî Gw nluion' f allt *l oQem t y

converisionii dots sk stîtvt toi br tin them'o U .

Liut iathter she WOnhid wVin tHhm ; by lul iug thmm
ta a suitable frame tof MiUd inducd b lf
denial and quiet thought ; by the exhibition of
Christ suidering, dying, rising again. The season
cf Lent is the grand and sublime climax of the
draina of Iedemption, which it is the oflice of the
Churcli perpetually te rehcarso untLil the Lord
come again. And as wre should naturally behold
tha closing scenes of sone great Jragedy cf earth
with bent enad andi bated breath ; so do wo look
upon the picture of the last days of the Saviour's
life witlh ai eniotion that shevs itself, lot inl noise
of words, but ini silence of thougiht.

1. BUT LENT MUST DE A REALITY. If the Soason
only add another te the list of religious stams, i
had botter be abolished, Thore is too much ton-
dency to play at Lent. It is pleasant to feel that
we are keeping in a certain sense a season of the
Church which it is rather the fashion noiw to ob-
serve. It brings to the milnd a kind cf satisfaction
if wu go ta the spocial Lenton services once in the
woek ; or sigh over the specially fervent appeals
wbich are sure to be madc ta us te endeavour to
d.ny ourselves. Lut there are two dangers under
whieh we shall surely labour. Tie first is un-
réali/f. We cannot be real, unless we are in
earnest, and unless w-c are resoluto in self-exami-
nation. None can overcome a sin, until he firsL
find out w'haht tl inl is. Aid there are noue se
blind as tihose whto wvill net seo. .No ele capable
of thought cau be ignorant of whbat his besetting
sin is. But no enl at all cau gain one step in the
onward course till lie honestly and fairly look Lis
sin in the faee ; sec where j i leading hin ; scee
vhat effect it lias ou others, as welil as on hinself.

Au one peculiar benefit of the Leuten season is
that it not only provides a calm retreat for the
soul, whorin it nay "coe apart into a desert
place and rest awhile ;" but it actually predisposes
te the work, it holds out every incentive te it, it
exhibits a glorious and perfect exaniple before il.
Djoubtlose St. Paul strikts the key-noto when Le
says "1 keep under my body." The improvemuent
muet always be in the direction of self-restraint,
both of op it and body. 1e reai thon in this

necessary discipline. Look your sin full in the
face, and in the iower Of GOn and by the help Of
Christ, make a stand against it. DO not aliew
yourself to "appear te men te fret." Talk not
about how you keep Lent, or how any one else
observCs it. But koop it youraelf. If sloth beset
you, got up lialf an hour earlier overy muorning.
if anger, try te be silent under provocation. If
self-wi , do something against inclination every
day. Give up sone lawful pleasure, some dearly
levedi luxury, soie specially precious pastimo,
and tako the time or the money for work for Gon.
Those who now live poorly cannot givo up iuch
in the shape of food, but there lies ailays open to
every one that greatest pleasure in life, the luxury
of doing good to others, that'trait which is in the
hunian of ail things nearest to the Di-vine-syn-
pathy. A bove all things ,e real.

2. Next-PavEsymm. bfany persons begin
Lent -with holy resolutions and earnest prayers.
Th DeviPs tenptations te doubt have been driven
away. Ttc wrrd's allurements have been pushed
aside, and for a while a veil bas been drawn oround
the soul, and daily it lias approacbed nearer te ils
Con. Il has acknowledged that of itself it could
do no good tling, neither 4orm nor keep a single
good resoio, ani foi a while it was stadfiat iai
0r2!u i. Xit aft t' tirewas. :l falliig of.

The dti]sciphn te, long ;talired' bl'ae irksonu,

duaI y thei tours of d uioni were shortncd,

and the uunsiona of t1h41 oui lii iooed, and iby fhi
tilme of the weekof te Lord's Passion, aaltîst all
interest iii lio saute had beien lest. There is
nothing the Evil Que dreads se much fer those
who would live to Gen ai persevaranco. He does
net mind a good beginning, if only lie cau irevent
the "enduring unito the end." ic kuows the
power,for good in one resoluticu kapt unbroken.
loiware of the tenptation whiich will surely cone
tu relax your efforts, te cease attention on Vour
services, te slacken in your synpathy, to deaden
your devotions, and te chill your charity. You
w-ill inost certainly be expose4 te it. You necd
not hope te escape. Do not begin with a harder
rulo titan you can reasonably hopo ta inaintain.
Each Sunday wYill come to you as a rest and a
refreshiient. The wells of living water are thero
for vour use. And as each Lord's Day coines
with ifs holy lessons of faitb, and hope, and love,
you will arise in the strength of tiat incat unto
horeb, the mntL Of Gon.

IIure thn are the two points on which every-
thing 'will depend as to your right uso of the
season of Lent. You will anturally imake a rule for
yourselves at the beginning. Wiat can 1 give up
for Christ's sake I What thing that is lawful to
nie can I deny mtyself ia for the sakO of Go and
lis Churchi HIlow best cau I make this loly
season profitable to my soul ? What services cau I
attend ? Wîhat work of charity and lova can 1
engage in ? I must not undertako more than I
eau carry out ; but ny Lent this year utst be a
reality. J mîust no longer treat it as a plaything,
but imut strive to go forward, putting on the wrhole
armour of GO, that I nay be able in the nvil day
to s/auna' Every one can add to the morning and
evenig prayer which will be olffred in the Churcb
throughout the season the Collect out of the Crm-
mination Service, and say the 51st1Psalm kneoiling,
on the Wednesdays and Fridays in Lent, and many
who have leisutre can tIo muci more.

Remember, every soul is nearer to Hleaven or
nearer te Hell et the end than at the bginning oi'
this Lent.

"CnoOSE YE rTMs DIT whoM TE WILL sEFVE."

THE PSEUDO-ISIDORtEAN DECRETALS.

Tut October number of the Aterican Church
Review gives us an analysis of "the Forgcd
Decretals," founded on a very soarching examina-
tion of them by a Ganman writer, Paulus leinschius.
Perhaps our readers would like te know more than
they do about this wonderful document, upon
w ehich the whtole of the claims of the Papacy'fron
the 9th century have been basod. It was a very
clever man, whever he was, who conceived antd
carried out the idea of placing, by forgery, the
Bishops of the Latin Chturch, and through them,
the throne of St. Peter, above those of all the rest
of the Apostles ; and of naking Christendon for
centuries believe that his throne w«as fixed ii
Reme. This was donc by one who, in aill likeli-
hood, will romain unknown to the end of time.
1is nane bas nover been revealed, but tlt power
of his work «till exisis. The False Decretals weme
compiled sometimte in the 9th century, in aIl pro-
bability by an ecclesiastic of the Gallican or
Spanish Church, 4nd the writer commenced by
forgiug the naine of a famtious Bishop of great
authority in the Vuestern ClLrltc, Isido cf Sevilie,
calling iminsolf in his profiace Isidore Mercator.
Se ltoroughly and, we LelIeve, lonestly, was thiis
dument aceped by the <urcih o f loe iii
g'cne rai, in a lday, wihen carful investigtin was
weL nîigh i mpsible. that lic I)cr'ils werc for
centuius b]li v-d to be baed ulpen a lutter wvritiefn
by Aincluus, liislop of ioine, about, A. J). W.
ln the 1 2th century, Gratian, a Bienedictine Monk,
worked, it is said, for 24 years at the attempt to
reconcile ail the docrees of the Church pîrevioutsly
proclaimed, and succeeded so well itat, irith the
help of the "False )ecretials," ho published his
Concordantia -Discordaniumi Yanonum" (or Ilecon-
ciliation of Discordant Laws) which las ever since
been mainly the law of lomian Christianity. Fron
this source the Forged Decretals have, as the writer
in the A. C. R. observes, "been securely transtferred
to a code which lias passed ioto the very existence
of the Roman Curia. The '"Forged Dlecretals,"
in fact, are conposed of (1) spurious letters of
early Popes ; (2) a late edition of the Hispania, or
Spanish collection of Canons, Decretals, &e., wich
had previously boen falsely nLmecd after Isidore, of
Seille, as their supposed compiler. These had
been pretty ganerally recived throughout the
Western Chturch about the close of the Gth cen-
tury, whoreas Isidore, of Soville, died in A. D.
636. (3) Extracts, mostly very brief, but all to
the sate purposo, from utterances of late Popes and
decrees of late councils, but all professing te be
the utterances of early Dishops of Rome ani
decrees of carly councils, ani all, in fact, contra-
dicting what such Rishops and sueh councils had
uttered and decreed; and (4) the "Forged Decro-
tais" arc forgeries of a very Itigh order, such as
would put to shane for clumsiness the conercial
forgeries of cur latter days. For professing to pro-
ceed from Apostles and their ininerdiate successor,
they quote the words of man lo lived at different
periods, and at various distances frous the Apos-
tolic times, down te the time of the compiler, and
Canons of Couneils which were neyer passed ; and
'when quotation will not serve the turn of the
compiler, ho freely resorts te bis imagination. Still
in usual he is careful ta quoto the words Of eomc
author; but, as it semus, it does not matter ai ail
to him in what century previous to his own the
author lived. Auy wordeswhich serve bis turn aie
pressed into the service, and any and ail are in-
corpo atod by Gratian without scruple and without
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