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referenco . to : Mr. DPattorson’s assertion
that serious obstacles.were interposed to

trade with' Canada by West Indian legis-

lation. - Wo denied that assertion on
grounds fully stated, and Mr, Patierson
has not ventured to veply to.our state-
ments. e now, however, attempts to
apply our remarks to tho import trade,
and he brings to his assistance a letter
from Mr, Solomon of Jamaica, who is
styled ¢ g leading sugar planter,” butwho
candidly admits that there is in Jamaleaa
“Jack of skilled labor or eapital fo re-
fine.” - Mr. Pattorson is, no doubt, aware
that Jamaica, at one time the principal
sugar colony of the West Indies, has fullen
to tho fonrth grade; that with a popu-
lation of 510,000, and nearly 7,000 squave
miles of territory, it produces only 25,000
tons of sugar, while Trinidad, with a popu-
lation :of little over 100,000, and 1,700
square miles of gerritory, produces 50,000
tons. If Mr. Patterson rolics on the class
of Wost India planters who frankly avow,
as Mr. Solomon doos, that they have
neither capital nor skilled labor, we can
only " inform him that our reference has
been exclusively to a class who have capi-
tul and skilled labor at command, and
who are the influential people of the seve-
«al colonios.  Mr. Pattorsonis equally un-

i candid i m all that e has stated regarding

Sir- A, T. Galt. Siv Feancis Iincks pro-

: nounced no opinion on the policy of Siv

Ao T Galt, beyond stating an historical

: fuct, viz., that the Imperial Government
. had placed. their veto on the policy which
" was -recommended by

the Canadian
Gpvémment. M. Patierson, we observe,
is still 'of opinion that some such policy
could be inaugurated ¥ without very seri-
ously arousing the sensibilities of Down-
ing strect.” We donot share that opinion.
'lhe Tmperial Government will allow greag
latitude to the self-governing colonies such
as Canada and Australin, but the Crown
colonics are in a difficrent position, Tor
the legislation in those dependencies the
Imperial Govornment is responsible to
Parlinment, and no such policy as that
suggested by Mr. Patterson would be en-
tertained for a moment. Mr. Patterson
has  taken some pains to disabuse the
public of the impression that the Domin-
ion Board of Trade had adopted his views,
We can venture to assure him that Siv
¥ rancis Hincks will be quite ready, on his
declaration to that eftect, to withdraw his

' assermon that it had done so. . We own

that we fful to discover . that the insinua.

" tion was: ¢ unworthy " or ¥ pcrverse and

unjust,’. still, as Mr. Patterson has come

“to the conclusmn ; RO doul)_t, after mature .

'considerntioil, that it" would “operate to
the disparagement of ' that organization, ™

i tions extended over many years

(The Board of Trado) to be’ supposed o

have endorséd 'his views, we hope most

sineervely that they will be relieved alto-
gether from the chargs. In Mr. Datber-
son’s swmming-up of the prosent ~con-
troversy he falls into the error which we
noticed at the: outset of attvibuting to
Siv Francis, Hincks a desire to forward
the interests of # a small number.of per-
sons in one or two West India Colonies,’’
ab tho expense of the interests of Canada.
Now the #small number ** are stinply
those who control the legislation of
tlie colonies, as evidenced by represenin.
: and Shr
Franeis ITiicks, we must repeat, has
merely pointed out the difficulties to be
encounterved in the West Indies in carry-
ing out o policy réquiving their concur-
rence. We believe that, notwithstanding
Mr. Patterson’s sneer at statesmen heing
% mere politienl theorists who have stu-
died the art of how-net-to-do-it,’* he on
the present occasion lhas been proved to
be the visionavy theorist whae, without the
slightest practical knowledge ot the sub-
jeet which he las ventured to discuss,
has, nevertheless, nndertaken to instinct
hoth the government aund  parlimnent
“ how to arrest the downward tendencies
Sof the "deelining industries and “decay-
“ing commeree of the country.,”” Wedo
not yield even to Mr. Paiterson in our
desive for the attainment of the ohject
which hé profosses to have in view, but
we fear very much thai there is nothing
practical in his suggesiions.

HARDWARE - TRADE OF 1876

To review this trade for tho p’lst year
$0 as toform correct deductions from the
facts brought before us is attended with
many difficulties, owing to the exceptional
civeumstances which have avisen heve, as
well as in the other eountrics from which
we draw’ our supplies. The generally
depressed state of trade in the Dominion
must also be takeninto consideration in
drawing our conelusions, When trade is
in its normal condition, statistics readily
show the underlying causes of facts we
have to comment on, but, in such times as
we have been passing through, these be-
come. more . complicated. Our readers

must bear this in mind where we draw

gonc).usibns which do notfatb first glance,
scem to be Lorme out by the faucts we
place before them!

We subjoin a list of ‘the 'xmpox ts of tho
principle articles in this trade i impor led
here during the last thiee years: '

= 18T 1875, 1576,
Guns, nﬂn:, fire nring, Lo

; £36,0% s40,007

(manufactured) ... 1 Snl,wS 1,487,537 780,606
Brass inbars, roits or N o

gheets .ovvuveiraie: 10,706 9,952 ;- 5,812,

R R LT
Iron and - hardware

ow

\Vm\ in brass ot cop-
o

16,246 7,387 6,814
64,323 90,005 44,504

159,274 151,049
1,065,011 1,632,861

113,690 147,463
18,650 . 261,617

Fnl, iron or)
tubes or pipin
Tronut 5 pev cou
Lead insheets or p!

and litharge 100,865
Steel, wronght 165,314
Tin, .in bars, blog

pig or )Il'llllllLliLll . 50,045 47,280 44,854
Spelter ang zine in

sheats, blocks ~or .

i o 3,10 71,402 79,853
Xron 1 b

g:tl\.\mml m s rnp. 422,440 L31,8%6  yolas0
Yallow metalin bolts,

bars, &e.. 3,633 vens 1,028
Railrand lmm R
frogs, chairs, Le.... 1,906,6:6 2

126

015,044 1,219,351

Total .y, eeeeae ST,165,700 7,295,215 4,250,3:9

Our readers will observe there has been

a very great reduction in tho amount im-
ported during last year as contrasted with
the Lwo previous years. This decrease in
raltie is very nearly 42 per cent.; but in
viewof the reduction in values that has
taken place in most articles, mmounting

“prabalbly to an average of 12 or [3 per

cent,, it represents ouly a reduction of
about 33 percent.in quantity., A greator
reduction ig found in the item of manu-
factured iron and hardware, nearly {7
per cont.; and as that class of goods have
not experienced such o heavy decline in
price, it represents probiably a decrease of
40 per cent, in quantity.  The greatest
falling ofl is'ju_the avticle of raibroad havs,
ete. This shows 35 per cent. decrease on
the preceding year's importations, which
can be accounted for by a.decline both in
quantity and v.ﬂuc.,

The deerease. in metals, or raw mule-
rialy, is not’ so marked, and as these also
have, in almost cvery ease, experienced a
deeline in value, the fulling ofl"in quantity
is not so serious as would ab fixst appear.

While retrenchment and excessive cau-
tion in importing liave been the leading
characteristics of our prineipal importers
last. year, there have also been other
causes at work which secured a strict ad-
herence to such a eourse. The failure of
three large firms, one of them a very old
establishied and respectable one, carly in
the year, threw a large quantity of general
hardware stock on the mmlcet, and also
led to the stoppage of several large retail
dealers in various paris of the country.
These stocks had to be absorbed ab onee
hy.t-hc general trade; and eaused the more
prudent. and solvent firms to exerciso
extra pr ecantxons against over-importing.
The vesult is plainly shown in llne item ot
manufactured hardware.

The heavy reduction in the unport- of

railroad bars, ctel'is not a matter of sur-

prise, as after the stimulus ‘to railway en-
terprise, which has been‘given tholast few
years, wo coilld not but '\nmcxpate such -«
1'e\'ulslon, which will probably be of som(,
duration. \Ve do! nof ho“ evcv fe'n‘ ;m\




