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re'eience to Mr. :Pattorson ls assertion
that serious obstacles wore intorposed to
trade Srit Canada by West Indian legis-
lation. Wo denlied that assertion on
grounds fully stitod, and Mr. Pattersol
lias not ventured ta reply to our state-
iients. H1e nov, however, attemipts to
apply our reinarks ta tho imiport trade,
aud ho brings ta his assistance a hmt'
fron Mr. Solomnon 'o Jamaica, îlWho is
styled " a leading sugar planter," but who
candidly adinîts that lUmre is in Jamaica a
I lack of skilled labor or capital ta re-
fine." Mr. Pattorson is, no doubt, awae
tiat Jainaica, at one time tHm poincipla

sugar colony of the West Indios, has falile
ta lt fourth grade; Lhat witi a popu-
lation of 510,000, and nearly 7,000 square
miles of territory, it produces only 25,000
tons a sugar, whilo Trinidad, with a popus
lation of litle over 100,000, and I,700
square miles of territory, produces 50,000
tous. If Mr. Patteison rouies on ite cass
of West Inidia planters who frankly alow,
lis Mr. Soloinon dos, that they have

neliher capital uaor slkiled labor, ivo can
only inforn hM that ur refereuce ha

bon exclusively te a class who have capi-
tal and skilled labor aIt coninaiid, and
w0lo ara te influetial people of the seve-
rali colonies. Mr'. Patterson il equally u-
candid in ail that he lias stated regau'ding
Sir A. T. Galt. Sir Francis Hincks pro-
nounced no opinion on te policy of Sir
A. T. Galt, beyond stating au historical
fact, viz., tHat the Iiperial Goveriment
had placeod their veto on the policy wihicht
vas recommecnded by the Canadian

GJoave'rnent. lmr. Patterson, vae observe,
li sti of opinion that soie sucli policy
could be inaugurated Il wilthut very seri-
ously arousing lte sensibilities of. Down-
ingstreeL." Wodonotshare that opinion.
The Imperial Govertnient wiill allow great
latitude ta lte se] f-governing colonies sucl
as Canada and Australia, but ta Covwn
colonies are in a difilorent position. For
the legislation in those dependencies the
Iniperial Govornînent is responsible te
Parliament, and ne such policy as tiat
suggested by Mr. latterson would bo on-
tertainoed for a monient. Mr. Patterson
lias taken sme pains ta disabuse the
public of the impression that the Domîin-
ion Board of Trade lad adopted his views.

ve can venturo ta assuro him iat Sir
Francis Hincks will ho quite ready, aon bis
declaration ta tlat efect, ta withtdr'aw his
assertion that it lad done so. We own
that WC fal ta discover that the insinua-
tio was e invoitthy "or erverse and
unjust," still, as M'r. Patterson has cone
ta the conclusion, no douibt after mate
consideration, that it would "Operate to
lte disparagenet t of that organization

(The Board of Trade) to be supposed to
]lave endorsed lis views, ie hopo mtost
sincerely tat they wili bo elieved ilto
golier froi the charge. In Mr'. Patter-
soi's sinug-up of the preseit con-
troversy he foas into te error whiel e
nothicd aI the outset of' attributing tO
Sir Francis i[incks a desire te fotrward
the intersts of a salil numberoi po"
sans i otne oai Lwo 't"est India Colonies'"

aI te expense of lite intierests of Canada.
NOW lte "snall nuinber "1 ate sinply

those who control the legislation of
the colonies, as evidenced by represenia'

tiens Cxtended over umay year's nud Sr
Francis ilincks, Wo muis repeat, has
mterely pointi ont lte difiictiîies to be
eneonteretd ui the West Indies in cauy-
ing ont a policy requiring their concur-
rence. We belicve lat, notwitstading

M1. Patteon's sneer at statestemon bing
" more political thorists who have su-
died lte arn of how-nt-to-do-it," ho on
te prosent occasion lias been proved to

bo the visionary theorist who, without the
slightest practical know Orlgo the suîb-
jet which he hlas veutured to discuss,
lias, neveithoss, inidertakein to instr-lt
both lte government and parliameunt

iow' ta arest the dowtnwiard edencies
"of the declining iduties and decy-
" ig comumre of the country." Ve d
not yield even to Mr. Patterson li Onr
desire f'r lte aVt,ittmnt of te object
whYich h protesses ta havo i Viei, but

WC far very much tat thloo ls nothing
praetical his suggestions.

RDWARlE iTRADE OF 1876.
To reoview this trade foi' the pais year

so as to forn correct deduetons froin lte
facts brought befo-e us is attended witlh
miany difliclities oving te ta excepiional
circnmstances which have arisen lee, as
well as in the other coutries froin whiiici

we draw our supplies. The generally
depressed state of trade in the Dontinion

nst, also b taken lito consideration li
rawimg uir conclusions. Whicn trade is

hi its nornal condition, statistics readily
show the iidortlying' causes of fcts we
have ta coninen t on, but, li such tlmos as

we avoe beon passing thrugh. thieso be-
cone more complicated. Our r'eaders
inust bea this li mnîitd whiterc wve tiraw'
concieusions ihic do not at first glaie,
scem to b borne out lte tacts ire
place befote thent.

Ive subjoin a lit of te imports ,o' ibe
principle articles in this trade importcd
her during te lasI tico yea:s

1871. 1851. 1871..

.'~6,9 Somlt Wrî,iT 2Sllrmis, rifles ftiwire 

Irminu numhrdar(manuifacured i .... 1,874,79 1,437,683 78,n
Brnass ini baris, rott etor

hleets........ .. .10,70iG 9,952 58312

Wiri in brass or coP.
pii.... . .

Coiper in bars, oils
botl or sheqq,.;....
CoIsr,-On onl bra;.ss

ui ws or piping......
Troutli5 lierc t....
Lend insi ts or tigs,

Stecl, wrouiglt ir entt
Tin. .hn bars,11 ck

Si tlerii inei titi

.lwsblocks or-iîie -îu -uti i,k1*
is.............. ..

SIront in lxirg, baI,

baris. &c;.... ..

frogs, chiire, &c.

Total..........

16,215 ß3i 6,814

61,323 39,l08 44,594

i59,271 151,.49 125.57
1(i5s,911 1,68J'8tS 1,le5,:i15

13..90 .i885 199.'15 S

50,st5 t7,2s! 43,85t

7'3,it.1 71,462 72,8:;3

422,4-4 53186 9 M 0

3,033 .... 3,23

1,996,160 '2,915,1 44 1.21,31
Si,165,799 7,'29,'215 4,20,3 (

Our readers wil observe iiee has beon
a very great eroduction li tho amnotnt im-
ported du'ing lat year is contrasted with
lte wo preVios yens. Tiis decreaso in

value is very iearly 42 poe cent.i Lut in
view of lte î'dtieon it values tt Is
taketi plaieh il most articles, aitouting1
pr'obablty to an ereage ot 12 or 1 pet'
cent., il represents only a reduction of
about 33 por cent. li qunîtity. A greateir
reductioni is found il the item et mainîn-
iacture'd iron and liardware, nearil'y 47

pert cen.; atl as that cluss o' goos have
not experience sici a heavy decline in
price, it represcis probably a decrease of
40 poi' ccit. lit quaiy. 'rio graoltest
Ialinitg nil' is li the artile of railreai hrs,

etc. This shows 55 por cetL. decease nii
the procedi ig ye: importations, whicil

cin b accoun led fri by a deciite bth !in
quantity and vailue.

The dcreaselhin metais, or ra utile-
rial 1s, i not so marked, and lis tlhse al-so

have, in ahuost overy case, oxperienced a
decline li value, the falling ol' in quait ty
a not so serious lis would at eit appe'.

While 'Otrencnnlt antd excessive cati-
tioil inporting bave becn the loading
characteristics of' oui' principal imtporters
last yenr, there have also been otiher
causes at work wlicl secired a stict ad-
hmece to scih a course. The failure of
tlree large nims, oite Of lten a very oid

establishlied and respecable onte, eariy ni
the year, ltic a large quIatîtityof geierai
hardware stock on the mar'ke, ntd also
led ta te stoppag eof sev'eral large retail
dealors in viiis parts of the country.
These stocks iad ta b absorbed at once
by lte general trado and cnased the niaire
prudent and solvent firmis ta exorcise

era procationlis against over-.norting.
'tiî t esult is plaily3 showi lhe litem ofti

mainfacturted har'dwarîe.
Tue iteny r'edîetionî ini tle imprts ni

railroad bars, etc., is lot a malatti Of su-
1 ise, as aift e stimuls ta raih'ay On-
torprise, whicht lias boeendgiven tholast feW
yea's,vo coeid net but anticipalte scb il

reviilsion, wlich wi'll probably ha o sOmte

duration. ie do nt howeve, feari an


