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© - excise duty. 1n Canada, 3 in the. United’
States, is $3 ‘per bhousa,nd, but our neigh-
bors protect: the domestic article. by a"
tariff of $2.50 a pound and 25 per cent
ad valorem, while in: Canada ‘they' are.

allowed,only 60 cents .per Ib and 20 per
cent on the value. It is contended that
the effect of this is to Timit the produc~
tion of the better class of domestic cigars ;
for the name of Havana—even the brand
and stamp on the box~—will. influence

many peopls .in favor of trashy - Cuban .

goods which cost them not less than 10
cents retail ;

per thousand in: Havana, will be retailed

at that price, and _the natural tendency:”
is to the purchase of the lowest grade that -
t. - We have bef'ore: "us a ‘Bock,
#@olden Tagle, Reina Maria Victoria,”-

will suit.

the price of which is $80 a-thousand in
Havana, and it retails . singly for 15 cents
in Montreal, ot $14 per hundred.. ‘As the
thousand of this brand weigh 11 lbs,; our

readers can estimate: the profit to the -

importer, adding pexhaps $1.50 for export
charges .in Havana. The Luis L. Variila,

Esquisites, another soiall cigar, sells for

$38 per l' D00 in Havan'a and for $3 to $9

per 100, or 2 for 25 cents in Montreal ac- -
cording to the fancy; of the vetailer, Henry.

Clay Cuncha [ Conlcha Re;,a»hav, about the

same Weight, are bought. in.. Hava,na, at "

540 and’ %a() respectlvely, a,nd sell here at

retail for 10 to 124¢ each; or $8.50 to 11

by the hundred.  Most: people who lay
claim- 'to  be Judges prefer:a: well- made

domestic -cigar - to 'any of the’ above
brands;’ it welghs nearly twme as much,:-
and sells for’ far” less money - But’ they’-‘

lnck  the - import brand and,so -uncer-
tain is "the taste in cigars that, were the
cheap article,. which is sold. to ‘the way-
side innkeeper at from $1. 75 to 5" 50 per
103, 'done up in Havany boxes, they would

pass muster with-some people b 10c.

each, The ‘trick of filling . em*)by boxes
. with cigars of m(’emot' quahty is hot alto-
gether unknown ‘to the “retail trade.

Manifacturers contend that the higher
duty in Lthe United States to” whom our,‘
leglslatms occasxona]ly poinb ~as an ex- '
ample,’ has the effect of - promoting the|: - . . _
: The ‘current number of the Nzneteenth1
: Century contams an: mterestmg paper by;'
< Mr. Axchxbald Forbes: on’ “ The’ present”
“and Future of the Aushralas:an Colonies,”
. whichi gives the'i unpressxons of a.n intelli-"
'.gent truveller, ‘who, spent a year among',
We have sometimes heard ‘that -
‘the exuberance of Canadian loyalty had
‘,,produced strong’ impressions:.on English, " 2

manufaeture ofa bettel class of domestic

goods, the ar eater demsnd enublmg them
to produce at a lower’ price, and’ the;
- increased . compet,mon compellmg them

thereto. f’ I T

There are styles of fashlons in clgars,_ ‘
and - the average.. smoker buys a. eigar:
-8 Now, hers i is.one,” ¥

through - his. eyes.

83YS A dealer, xakmg it from % ghttex ing"; ’
Yout:
" Australasian, fellow colomsts 1nﬁmtely
M1 l‘orbes tells that u for a

show-case; thab sells for 5 cents,

. will notice t.hat it is rlch dmk, glossy, a,nd1

hu.ndsome :

Ib ’ha. no quullty, buh a

for all - imported = cigars,
whether .they - cost $60 or down to $20

Burpass us.

smoker is snt\sﬁed th,h m beca,use it 1ooks

well ‘wnd, stuck ‘in his mouth, it serves
the purpose of a 25-cent cigar.” It was

once fazhionable’ to ' smoke .light-colored -
cigars, Claro or Colorado. as they are -

known'in the trade, but now everybody
wants dark, colory ‘goods.. This -has led

to 'the use 'of coloring  extracts, and-

Havana tobacco extract is' now. a staple
article of mexchandlse in’ the trade. In

shapes the cigar manufacturers are con -

trolled by mold-makers, who, in'order to

~ stimulate their busxness, are as inexorable -

in their season’s changes as are the makers
of hatters’ blocks.
into wooden molds be.fme the wrapper is
put on, and, a.ccordmg to the mold, the

cigar is turned out to be - thick - or thin, .
dumpy, pointed at end, or entirely round..

Smokers are attracted by ‘appearance,
and some_shapes ~become 'very popular
and have a great run.: - As- for quality, it
is simply & matter of taste. Some men
actually prefer the tasie of a5 cent cigar,
just as the habitant will -cling to his clay
pipe and home-grown leaf. "But itisa
curious fact that if a smoker once.inhales
the flavor of a fine cigar he loses all taste
fora cheaper article,

Tobacco 'is & peculiar. plant
leaf-differs,

Ev’ery

and the- wrapper, "The wrapper 18 not
the thirtieth part of & cigar; and yet itis
the part; wlnch imparts flavor to the whole:
A bad wrapper- will: poil’: the . filler ‘and

“binder, while a good wrapper - put: ona
’poor bunch will make a'very good smoke.

* Cigar-makers earn good. wages. . In this

‘eity a good workmaa :on -ordinary. and
better grades “gets from:$5 . to $12 per.
1000, and ‘as high as $15 on high class::
fgoods, and hecan make: from 350 to 500
‘and even 700 cigars a day g

o AUSTRALASIA

them.

travellersy but it would ‘seem that our

“tman yvl(lu Bét'myé : iu ta.lktha,t he. has’

: “questlon of Australasian mdependenoe, :

~Again, ¥ every public speaker, whowould .

‘Mr, Forbes'finds that there is an element.

Cigars ‘are’ pressed | . vor of loyalty.”

duced by a . visit - from _the Redmond .-

‘which "contained = the ‘words ¢ foreign ,

.“in every township.” ' They only escaped . g
'explanatzons and at the general election, '

The  more . tender . the Tleaf.
the finer the quality.” No machmery has:
yot been perfected to. supplant ‘the skll-
“ful mampulabxon ‘of ‘the human hand,"

_although ‘there " have been _numerous at-

tempts to" make c:ga.ra by - machinery.’
The essential parts of & cigar are the filler .
and the bmder, whlch is called a bunch,

.4 the five.members, who had, perpebmted
" the outrage on colonial loyalty, loat their,
,“ geats.” "Mr."
‘with disfavor-on this exuberant loyalty,
‘ag'he remarks :—%Returning to Austra«
#1ia I shall haves sense of nervousness ag.

ux land, because of this artwle, guarded
‘4ag T -design "its ' tone shall’ be,”
-Forbes intimates! very plamly that the’ Y
'Joyalty which he rather sneers at is con- .,/
3 tm;,ent on'the mmntenance of the status

. quo.

# whatever it: mlghb ‘be:, worth Jin. warr
@ hme”

Hputin. regard to the’ thousand ‘and one’

o change hsb has been so greably leanh-

“He thinks t,hab at plesenb there i

. i‘edelamon, w1thout which mdependence"‘
“would ‘be an expenmeut fra.ught with
'-_folly, dancer, and: mxsclnef unspeakable.’

“ion is expressed by, an mtelllgent tra.vel

“daved to let his mind 'stray towards the

“ for such a man there’ is the cold-shoul- )
“der in the mast empha.t,xc manner” ‘

it down on good terms’ wilh his' audi-
“'ence will - weave - into  his peroratxon ¢
% expressions of -devotion to the Crown,
“of congratulation . that - Australia lives. -
% under the flag of the Empire, of fervent
“ agpiration ithat this shall ‘be.ever so. ”

of oppressiveness . in this Australia fer-
Intolerance comes of
it 5.it frowns down likierty of speech. Vo
© An instance is given of the eﬁ‘ect.pro- R

Brothers, Irish -Nationalists,” who visited ,. -
Australia to raise’ money. =~ Certain mem.- '
bers of ‘the Victorian - Parliament put-
their names t¢ an address to Mr. Parnell, ;"
despotism.”. It is ‘said by Mr.: Forbes .
tthe colony rose against’them in: its .'
Hwrath; indignation meetings were held..

expulsion from . Parliament ::by . abject

which followed .soon after,: ¢ four ont of

Forbes evulently 1ooks

Mr'

#

“lhe gis of- the. empire 15 worth’ &
“good deal 0. Australia in peace txme,

Agam, “ the Bmhsh mvesbor is.
e ccxpxous milch cow.of capltal not a.lone :
“in regald ta Colonial Government louns,

“ coloma.l hnanclal, la.nd, and mdusmal

“ ened of late years. n e
“Itis evxdent‘. that, Mr. Forbes ascnbesg'

o

Australmn 1oyalty enbnely to self-mterest

existing dlfﬁculty, if" not’ xmpOsslbxhty, ‘of .

And yet ab the very. ‘time . that, this op

ler we have news f,hat, an eﬁ‘ort is about.‘ 3
to,be made! to. brmg ‘about’ federa.t,xon
“We doubt ‘muchi’ its" present success..} -
Canndlan fedelablon Was m a mauner




