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maintain itfelf in the fame extent under
-+ the fuccelfers‘of that prince. In the Low
Cobstries, which compofed a'part of that
empire, 'Chirlemagne had eftablithed Go.
VERNDES, Who, with thetitle of Duke, Mar-
quis, bk Count, ruled uinder him in'the'dif- .
fevehrprovinées, o e
‘During “thie Yeign'of Charlemugne, ind
for foine time afier hig death, ‘while the

+ sevérence.of his nainclafied, thofe Gover-
nors'kept themfelves within thie'bounde'of

. duty, butin fucceeding timies, when the

» geins of empire were flackened “in the -
hands of his feebie defcendants, and when
theempire that he had formaed was weak-

. ened, by it divifions, into ditin® monar.

, chies, the Governors in the Netherlands,
by dégrees, withdrew themfuives from obe.

" dience, and, \p3ying onlyvain marks of ho-
mage tothe Kings of France and Germa-
By, affumed to themfelves, and tranfmit-

. - teg to their defcendants, the foversignty
of thofe provinces which 'they had beicre
governed' only with a delegated fway.

Ths *arofe (he Diskes ‘of Brabaue, the

. Qdiirits of Flanders and Baynault, and the
othér-Prinées of the L% Countrics, alrea-
dy; ‘in the'eleventhi-century, polfeffed of

_indégendent power, 0

- JThe "provincez. of ‘the Netherlands,

~which Were thus formed into'fmill and di- -
fiin& principalitles, ‘governtd by thest re-

. fpeétive fovereigns, preferved that form for

* " forfie sages ; ‘and ‘durinig 'that, ‘Period were -

. - acquirdd ‘thofe importanit privilegeswhich
- havelfinceirémained to the Auftrian Ne-

‘. therlands,' The Princes’of thefe countries,
- thatiiey might beiter maineain their new

- 3cquited Tauithority, admitted to'a thare of -
. their pbwer ‘the ncbles, and'the prelates;
~ ocrabbots, Who péffefled ‘the largeft part
. of 'the lands, . The ‘people, deprefled 4t

.- fitfl.in"the Netherlands, as’in other coun-

- tries of'Eiirdpelin that 3ge, yet'foon rofe
here'iifio cobfideration. ' ColleQed in'cities,
they betodk ‘themfelves ‘to commerce, for

"+ which theirfitudtion was favourable, and

' to'arte,to Which'their genius was well a-

" dapred, “Tlie Princes became fenfible of .

.| thesdvantdfes that they might devive from

- thetcommeréial Tpiritof their fébje s, and

- encoufaged their :induflry by ‘ninierous
srivileges.” The péople readily -admitted

[

“the:Princés'toma thire of their Wwealih; but .
"~ whillt they beffowed. ticir’ richés, fecured
- o thémldes; in "Feturn, new " franchifes
ndimmunities : thus, by degrees, a free
onflitution'vas formed., * The citigs, in. -
redfing ©.in inhabitants, and not eafily’ -
ontrobléd ” by Princes. whafe dominions
te: ‘of fmall extent, became,ias: it were,

gifirates, and- whofé voice”
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lies,'thdr ‘Were governed by

berty fpread itfelf from the.cijies into'tho
country, ‘The'pride of the nobles was fe:.
firajned, ‘the power_of "the Princks was
circumfcribed, -and thetyranony of the feu-

. dal_fyfiem “difappearcd fooricr in thefe
- countries than in the mblt parts

of Eu-
rope, , .

The wealth and “greatnels of ‘the pro-
vinces Kept pace with the piivilegesdcqui--
red by the ‘people fo carly as'in.the thir- -
teenth and fourteenth ¢entury.  Whoa—-

" moft nations in ‘Eutope, dind England in

patticular, were deftitute of ‘trade or in-
cuilry, ‘commerce and manufaGures flou-
rifhed in the Neétherlands, and proved to
that country a plentiful .fource of riches.
Above-all, thefe provinces, tiow known by
thename of the Auftridn Netherlands; were
diftinguifhed by 'thelr indufiry and- opu-
lefce. "Flanders and Brabint were filled
with ‘large and crowded cGitles, ‘the abodes
of weédlthy ‘merchants dind befy ariifans,
The woven fabrics of Louvain, of Ypres,
and other citics, cmployed the labour of
muititudes, and "drew into this country
the gold of 'diftant nations.  Bruges was
noted for its commerée, and the prinéipal
traftic of Europe was cairied on atvits port.
Ghent furpafied all the cifies of the Low,
Countri¢s in extérit and populoufnefs. The
rictiés'that flowed into ihis region, from

. the_traflic and ingenuity of the pebple,

wmere far greater than. might be conceived
from the rude'Nate of Evropetin thofe a-
ges: The gold acquired by werchatidize
was employed ‘in the improvement of the
lands, and agriéultire made_liere its ear.
liet and ‘moft vigorous advancées,’ The
Princes of the Netherlands, ‘while their
power was limited.by the privileges which
they had beltowed, found theirimportance -
increafe hy the fplendor of their cities.and
the wealth of their fubjedls, - .

- In the beginnins of the'Gifteenth ‘centua
ry, a remarkable @ra in the hiftory of (he
Netherlinds, a)l the' provinces of the Low
Countcies, with a fmall-cxception, Were,
frem varioys gaufes, . and - by various -
means, united inder the ‘deminion of the

‘Dukei of Burgundy, a younger brinch of

the royal family of France. - Thefc opulent

- add “flouriting provintes, which fetmed
- to;bave been deltined, 'by their, fitnation,

to form om¢ 'monarchy, .now united under

.the famie govérnmeng, formedto the Dukics

of Burgundy the fichefl domain'in'Europe.

- "Thecourt of thefe-Princes difplayed a.mag.
‘nificence that“was (not equalled in the
-coirts of Kings = their alliancd'was fought
-by the greatel monsirdhs, and. they were
- olrenable to controtl thie powweriof the o).
Ger branch of thicir’ family, the- Kings of
‘Francg. 'Under the Princes ‘of this:houfe,
Ahe provinées of the Nétherlarids, Knit to-"

. . T Tgethery



