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u'y: drain, continuied year a1fter yoar',
amouînt to an aggregate suin of incal-
eulablo magnitude.

Q. .liow did this gigantic abstraction
of irishi money act on tho condition of'
people.

A. 1 cannot botter describethe con-
dition to which incessant plunder bad
r'educed our people, than by quoting the
follow'ing words fron an article in the
Tiies newspapor, 26th Jiie, 1845

The facts of Irish destitution," said
the Tines of' that date, " are ridiculous-
ly simple. They are alimost too coin-
mon-plaec to bc told. The people have
net enougrh te cat. Tbey ar'o sull'oring
a real, though an artificial fitm ine.
Nature does ber duty. The land is
fruitful enough. Nor eau it ftirly be
said that iman is wanting. Tho Irish-
Mni is disposed to work. lu ftact mnn
and.nture together do prodluce abun-
dintly. The island is fuil and over-
flowing w'ith huin foo d. But somne-
thing eve' interposes bet.won the huit-
gry nouth and thi ample banquet. The
famisbed victin of a mnysterious sen-
tence str'etches out his hands te the
viands which his own industry has
placed before his eyes, but no sooner
areý they touched than they fly. A per-
petual decree of sic vos non vobis con-
demns hiin te toil withott enjoyment.
Social atrophy drains off the vitaljuices
ofthe nation."

Q. Was that description 'of the con-
dition of oui people written before the
potasto-bilight appeared ?

A. les? in tlie month ofiun epreced-
ing that calamity.

Q. What remnarks de you make uipon
it?

A. I observe, firstly, that it shows the
hideous evil of being governed by an-
other country. Our wealth is ca-ricd
off to aggrandize the dominant nation,
leaving the vast rmass of' its producers.
in a state of "real thongh artificial fam-
ine." In no self-governed ceountry is
such a thing possible as a famishing
people in the midst of overflowing
abnndance produced by their own
labour.

Q. Is it net said te be a great advan-
tage to Ireland te possess the r'ich
markets of England for ber cattle, corn,
and butter?

A. It would be an advantage to pos-

sess tho Englisi narket for ou' rio pr
duce, i' Englant alloweds ns to retain its
price. But-ho produce is tal<n, and;
thon the noney we receivo for it is
taken ilso, to pay absente rents and
absenteu taxes; and to imet the 'various
other drains aliready nicntionod. That.
species of traflic in whicl tie purchnsor
caries of nLot ori (lie goods but also
a large portion of t.lieir price, cannot be
esteeeiid boieficiil te the seller.

Q. What other romnark is suggested
by thlie '7Yimes description of' the stato te
which our people hatd beci reduced in
1845 ?

A. Tha t a people so thoroighly in-
poverishcd o'ro-0 destitute Of the power

' self' tdefnce ngainst tlie visitation ot
the potato blight. Ireland could net
accunmilate national capital when vast
masses of' ber national incomexi were por
pettually carried off by England ; and ac-
cordingly the blight, of' w'hicl the seve- -
rity w'ould have beenî greatly iitigated
by hoime-ile and its r'esultinîg weaflth,
prodticed a terrible and desolatinig fan
ine anong the people wlon the Union
lnd puindered and prostraited.

Q. What said th 'islh 1oo Inuqu ry
Connissioners in 1836?

(To bc cont inue.)

Whaîtever purifies, fortfics aIse the
heart.

Patience, by preservimg coniposire
within, rcsists the impression w'hich
trouble nakes from withoit;

Livîxa TOoETEt.-.-Wre have soon, on
a printed slip, a set.of pithy inaxims en
the " Art of Living Together'." W'o le
not know who vrote them, but they are
full of good-sense, and a mighLt well be
laid to heart by everyone w«ho is called
te live in constant conpanionship with
another, whetheîr as husband and vife,
college chuîmns, or partneis in business.
We quote:

" Avoid-having stock subjects of dis-
putation.

De not liold too much te logic, and
suppose that eveiythinr is to be settled,
*by stfficient reason.

"If you would be loved ns a compani-
ion, avoid einecessary criticism upon Ihose
witt whom you live.

"Let net familiai-ity swallow up alii
c'oui-tesy."


