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THE CHILD AND THE MOBRNERS

BY GNARLES MACKAY

A 1arTee child beneath n tree

Sat and chanted cheerily

A little song, o plepsant song.

Which was—ahe sung it nlh dny long—
“When the wind blews the blussoms full;

But & good God reigtis over all.”

There passed a lady by the way,
Muaning in the face of day ;

‘There were tears upon her cheek,
Grief in her heart too great to spenk ;
Her hmsband died but yester-motn,
And left her in the world forlorn.

She stopped and listened to the child

That 'l_(mk'cd to heaven, and singing, smiled;
" And saw not for, her own despair—~
+ Another Indy, young and fuir,

Who nlso passing, stopped to hear

‘The infant’s anthem ringing clear?

For she, but fow snd days before,
Had lost the little babe she boro;
And grief was heavy at her soul—
As that sweet memory o’er her stole,
And showed how bright hnd beon the Past:
The Present drear and overcast,

And has they stoo] beneath the tree
Listening, soothed and placidly,

A youth eame by, whose sunken eyes
Spnke of a load of miseries ;

And he, nrrested, liko the twain,
Stopped to listen to the strain.

Denth had bowed the youthiful head
Of his bride beloved, his bride unwed :
* Her murringe robes were fitted on;
Her fair young face with blushes shone;
When the d_al.ray]:r smote her low,
And changed the Jover's bliss to wo.

And these three listened to the song,
Silver-toned, and sweet, and strong,
Which that child, the liveleng day
Chanted to itself, in play ;

¢ IVhen the wind blows the blossoms fall ;
But 1 good God reigns over all.”

The widow's lips impulsive moved ;
Tho mother's grief though unreproved,
Softened, os her trembling tongue
Repeated what the infunt sung ;

-And the sad loveor, with a start,
Conned it over to his heart. .

“And thongh the child—if child it were, -
And not o seraph sitting there—
“+. Was seenno nioro, thie sorrawing three -
.- Went on their way tesignedly,
“ " "The song still ringing in their ears—
Waos it music of the spheres 2

Who shall tell 7 "They did not know,

Rut in the midst of deepest woe

The strains recurred when sorrow orew,

To warm them, and console them, to—
¢ When the wind blows the blossoms full,

But n good God reigns over all.”

TETTERS FROM THE HON. JORN QUINCY
'ADAMS 10~ HIS SON, ON THE BIBLE
CAND TIS TEACHINGS.

LETTER VIII.

- The whole system of Christianity appears
to have -been set forth by its Divide Author
in his sermon on the Mount, recorded in the
Sth, 6th, and 7th chapters of Mathew. I
intend hereafier 10 make them the sulbject of
remarks muek rr";o;e,: at‘lz}rge;‘{'qn the present
1 coufinc myself merely to general views.
What I would impress upon your mind as
infinitely important to the happiness and vir-
tue - of your life, is, the general spirit ‘of
Christianity and the duties which result from
it. 'Tn my last'letter, 1 showed you, from
the very words of our Savior, that He com-
wmanded His disciples o aim at absolito per
fection, and that this perfection’ consisted in
self-subjugation and brotherly love,, in  the
complete. conquest of: our own passions, and
in the praciice of bencvolence to, our fellow-

moral philoséphy, thatof'the Stoics resem

- requiring the total subjugation of the passions

" and.this part of the Stoic principle was adopt-

. .ed by the academies. - You will find the ques-

CaT tion diseussed L with - all i the eloquence;and

- ingenuity . of. Cicero, | in ,the" foarth..of . hig

" Tusculan dispitations, ; which T advised, you

|t tead and‘meditate njon. ~ You will. there

- find ‘proved,’ the'diity "of "subiduing’ the pas-

ons

+1¢'is somatimes objécted that this:theory'is

nat adapted to-thetinfirinities of human’ na=

“-ture’; thatitis not made for'a being so: consti-

> tuted as many that:an earthenvessel:is:not

~formied to dash. itself; against a:rock ;:that in
L i . Lo * .

ereaturés.” Among-the ' Grecian systems of

bles the Christian dostrine in'the particularof

yielding to the impulses of the passious, man
only follaws the dictates of his nature; that to.
subdue them emiirely is ‘an' effort’ beyond his
powers. The weakness and frailty of our na-
ture, it is not possible to deny-—itis too strongly
tested by all human experience, as well as by
the whole tenor of the Seriptures ; but the de-
gree of weakness must be measured by the
eflorts (o overcome it, and not by indulgence
to it. Once admit weakness as an argument
to forbear exertion, and it results-in: absolute
impotence. Jtisalso very inconclusive vea-
soning to infer that because perfection is not
absolutely to be obtained, it is therefore not to
be sought. Human excellence consists in ap-
proximation to perfection ; and the only means
of approaching to any term, is by endeavour-
ing tn obiain the term itself. "With these con-
victions upon the mind—with a sincere and
honest effort to practice upon them, and with
the aid of the divine blessing which is promis-
ed o it, approaches to perfection may at least
be so great ns nearly to answer allthe ends
which absolute perfection itself could attain,
All exertion, therefore, is virtue; and if the
tree be judged by its fruit, it is certain that all
the most virtuous characters of heathen anti-
quity were the diciples of the Stoic doctrine.
But let it even be admitted that a perfect com-
mand of the passions is unattainable to human
infirmity, it will still be true that" the degree
of maral excellenée possessed by any individ-
uval is in exact proportion to the degree of con-
trol he exercises over himself. According to
| the Staics, all vice was resolvable into folly ;
according to the Christian principle, it is all
the effect of weakness. In order to preserve
the dominion of our own passions, it behooves
us to be constantly and strictly on cur guard
against the influence and infection of the pas-
sions of others. © This caution above all is ne-
cessary to youth ; and I deem it indispensable
to enjoin it upon-you,~because, as kindness
and benevolence comprise the whole system
of Christian duties, there may be and qften_is,
great danger of falling inte errors’ and vice
merely for the want of energy to resist the ex-
ample or enticement of others. .
On this point the true charaeter of Christian
morality appears to me to have been misun.
derstood by some of its ablest and-warmest de-
fenders. - In Paley’s “View of'the Evidences
of Christianity,"” there is a chapter on the
Morality of the gospel, the general tenor of
which (as of the whole work) is excellent. but
in which ihere is the following passage: “‘there
are two oppesite descriptions. of ‘character,
vuder which mankind may generally be class-

. | de = the one possesses vigor, firmness; resolu-

tion, i active and daring, quick in its sensibili-
ties, jealous of 'its fame, “eager in its attach-
meauts, ioflexible of its purposes, violent in its
resentment: the other meek, yielding, com-
plying, forgiving, not promopt to act, but will-
ing to suffer, silent and gentle under rudeness
and insults, suing for reconciliation where
others wounld demand satisfaction ; giving
away to the pushes of impudence, conceding
and ‘indulgent to the prejudices, the wrong
headedness, the intractability of others with
whom it has to deal. The former. of these
characters is, and ever bas been, the favorite,
of the world ; it is the character of great men ;
there is a dignity in it which commands res-
pect. The latter is poor, spirited, tame and
abject.
founder of Christianity, the latter is the sub-
ject of His commendation, His precepts, His
example, and that the former is so in'no part
of its.composition.. Dr. Paley in this place
adopts the opinion of Scame Jennings, whose
.essay, on: the “Internal Evidences of Christi-
anity,” he sirongly recommends ;_but T cannot
consider it cither as an accurate and discern-
ing dclineation of character, or as exhibiting
a eorrect répresentation of christian principles.
The founder of christianity ‘did indeed pro-
pounce distinet and.positive blessings upon the
¢¢ poor in spirit,?. which is-by:no means sy.
vonymous with the *poor spirited; " and .upon
the meek.. Buat in what part of the gospel.did
Dr. Paley find Him coantenancing by ‘¢
mendation, by precept or example the tame
and abjeet? * The character which Christ as-
stimed upon earth; wWas that of- a Liord ‘and
Master; it was in tliat character His disciples
receivéd and - acknowledged- Him. = The obe-.
dience. He required was unbotinded, infinitely
beyond that which was, ever;claimed by the
most. absolute earthly, sovereign of his. sub-
jects ;. never for one moment. did e recede
from his authoritative station; He  preserved
it in washing the feet of ‘His. disciplés; He
preserved it 1n" answer’" tothe ‘officers - who
struck:Him! for: his: Very- deportment, and to
the' High Priest {7 Fle preserved it in thé agony,
of.His ejaculation.on; the Crdss, ** Father for<
give'them, {of ithey-know mot.what they do,
He expressly declared Fimself ** the,'Prince
of this world, and Son of God, ., He spokeas
one having authiorily, not only to His diciples;
but to ‘His mother, to 'His judges, ]
the Roman: Governior; to “John ‘the”; Baptist,
His'precursor'; and there is nat in the four ‘gos-
pels;iong act not.one word srécorded of :Him,
(- excepting: His conimunion; witly:God): that
was.not,/a.direct,: or, implied assertion of;:

Yet, so it happened, that with the{

thority.- He said to His diciples,” ¢ Learnof

where did He ever: say-to them learn of me
for I am tame and -abject ? .- There is ‘cer-
tainly nothing more strongly marked in the
precepts -and . example of Christ, than :the
principle of stubborn and inflexible resistance
against the impulses of others to. evil. He
taught His disciples to renounce everything
that is counted enjoyment upon earth ; 1o
take up their cross; ** and to suffer ill treat-
ment, and persecution and death for His sake.
What else is the book of the * Acts of the
Apostles” than a record of the faithfulness
with which these chosen ministers of the gos-
pel carried these injunctions into execution?
[n the conduct and speeches of Peter, John,
and Paul, is there anything that could justly
be called *tame or abject? > - Is there any-
thing indicating a resemblance to the second
class or character into which Dr. Paley di-
vides all mankind. If therc.is a character
upon historical record distinguished by abold,
inflexible, tenacious and intrepid spirit, it is
that of Paul. It wasto such characters only,
that the commission to “teach all nations,”
could be committed with certainty of sue-
cess. Observe the impression of Christ, in
His charge to _Peter; (a rock) And upon
this rock will I build my Church and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
Dr. Paley’s Christian is one of those dri-
velers who, to use’ a vulgar phrase, can
never say “No,” to anybody. .

The true Christian isthe ‘“Justum et tena-
cem propogiti virum ”’ of Horace, (the man
who is just and steady to his purpose.) The
combination of these qualities, so essential to
heroic character, with those of meekness,
lowliness of heart, and brolherly]ove, is what
canstitutes - that moral perfection of which
Christ gave an example in His own life, and
to which He commands His disciples to as-
pire. Endeavor, my dear son, to discipline
your heart, and to govern your conduct by
these principles thus combined; be meck, be
gentle, be kindly affectionate to all mankind,
not excepting your “enemies, but never be
“tame or abject;™ mever give way to the
pushes of impudenee, or shaw yourself yield-
ing or complying to prejudice, wrong-headed-
ness, or intractability, which would lead or
draw you astray {rom. the dictates of your
own sense of right: *¢1ill you die, let.not your
integrity depart from you;*’ build your house
upon the rock, and then let the rains descend,
and the flooils come, and the winds blow.and
beat upon that house; ¢ it shall not fall, it
will be founded upon a‘rock.? . So promises
your blessed Liord and-Master, and so'prays
your affectionate Father, - : | :

Jouxw Quincy Apaus.

TRUE VIRTUE.

When I set before me true virtue, all the
distinctions on which men value themselves
fade away. Wealth is poor; worldly honor
is' mean ; outward forms are beggarly ele-
ments. Condition, country, church, all sink
lotounimportance. Before this simple great-
ness I bow, revere.. The robed priest, the
gorgeous alter, the great assembly, the peal-
ing organ, all the exterlors of religion, vanish
from my sight as I lack at the good and great
man, thé holy, disinterested soul. . Even I,
with vision so dirn,” with heart so cold, can
see and feel the divinity, the grandeur of true
goodness. - How, then, must God regard it ?
To his pure eye how- lovely must it be!
And can any of us turn from it, because sorae
water has not been dropped on its forehead,
or some bread-put into.its lips by a minister
‘or, priest ? of because it-has not learned to re-
peat some mysterious creed, which a church
‘or human council has.ordained ?— Channing:

~, DLESSED RE THE HAND WHICH PREPARES
A PLEASURE FOR A, cHILD 3 for there is; no
saying where and when it may again bloom
forth. . Does not almost everybody, remem-

; | ber some kind-hearted man who showed him

a kindness in the quiet days of his childhood,?
The writer of, this recollects:Liraself at; thig
moment, asa bare-footed; lad standing at the
waoden féncg ‘of a.poor: little: garden, inhis
native village; .with longing. eyes he: gazed
on,the flowers which were blooming. there
quietly in the brightness of. a, Sunday morn-
ing. | "The possessor.of-the garden came forth
from hislittle cottage—~he was.a: waod:cutter
by: tradé—and. spent. the whole. week: ati hig
-work in the woods.; He: was; come:into;his
girden to gather'a flower to stick in his.coat
when hewent itochurch.: ©: He saw.the boy;
and:breaking off the mast-beautiful of his ¢ar-
nations; (it was.streaked withired and white;)
gave it ito bim:: “Neither'the  giver;nor. the
receis

Faed "

om

tude:which: sgitated the; breast/of: that:boy
expresses itsell on:'paper. “The carnationas
long;since: withered;-but it now blooms afresh
—Douglas Jerrold..:

me, for I am meek and lowly of heart,”&e., but |-

-1 why complain, if they have not?: - Infinitely

ceiver spoke one word ;; and with:bounding {.d
/| steps.the bay.ran-home ; ;and now-here.at 2
¢ | vast distance from;that:

stant sthathome after 80, many | si
events-of so,many: yeatsy: theifeeling of grati- | =

"ALWAYS BE-AQTIVE. - . .,

It is'the'odds and ends of our time, its orts
and offals, laid ‘up, as. they usually are, in

corners, to rot there, instead of being used out

as they should be—these, I say, ‘are the-: oc-

casions of our moral unsoundness and corrup-

tion ;" a dead fly, little thing as it is, will spoil

a whole box of the most precious ointment ; - .

and idleness, if it be once suflered, though

but for a brief while, is sure, by the com-- ‘:_;_;_5‘.’3
munication of its listless quality, to clog and :
cumber the clockwork:of the whole day. - It
is the ancient enemy,~-the old man of the
Arabian tales. Once take him upon your
shoulders, and he is not to be ‘shaken off’ s0
easily. I had a notion of.these truths, and [
framed my planafter their rules: I resolved
that every minute should be occupied by
thought, word, or act, or, if none of these, by
intention ; vacancy was my only outcast, the
scapegoat of my proscription. -For this my
purpose I required & certain ‘energy of will,
as, indeed, this same energy is requisite for:
every good thing of every sort and kind;
without it we are as powerless as grubs,
noisome as ditch water, vague, loose, and un-
predestinate as the clouds above our heads,
However, I had sufficient of this cnergy to
serve me for that turn; I felt the excellence -
of the practice, I was penetrated ‘with it
through all my being ; I clung to it, I cher-
ished it. I 'made a point of everything; T
was active, brisk, and animated (oh! iow
true is that word) in all things that I did,
even to the picking up of a glove, or asking
the time of day. If-T ever felt the approach,
the first approach, of the insidious languor,
I said at once within myself, in the mext
quarter of an hour I will do such a thing, and,
presto, it was doune, and mauch more than that
into the bargain; my mind was set in mio-.
tion, my spirits stirred and quickened, and
raised to their proper ‘height—Self-For-
mation, ’ T

PARENTAL FAITHFULNESS.

There are soine trusts which cannct be de-
legated, some responsibilities which no other -
being can bear. for vs, which no other being,
I had almost said, can understand. . Pa-
rental influence, parental watchfulness, God
never suffers to be transferred. In'the begu-
tifal and holy order ofhis Providence the work .
which angels love to see, whose progress hea~' ;
ven rejoices overin the dawning soul, is com
mitted to parents.: They may not have time
nor. thé ‘needed ‘intellect, to’ fit their.child:fo
stepping at ‘onee: from : the: firéside into: tha . " -
thick of life, and pursuing with sall wisdom -~
the great interests of hisworldly being.. But

greater . interests are- within their legitimate

influence, unspeakably nabler concerns of:his

are entrusted .to their care, are. determined

even by their want of care. - In the opening .-
days of'life they are 10 him a present Diety;

the word ** Father” translates to that‘ young -
heart all it knows of thé Heavenly King.::In. -
them he beholds, yes in his very dreams, thé
path of duty, the sure and shining way. of vir-
tue, the ideal of all he. prays -most fervently”
to realize.” A word, a look, an expression of.
sadness as if. the whole -sonl was wrung; at -
the tale of violated faith, the kindling of joy.
in the countenance,-as at the: finding.of'a
treasure richer than all the burried hoards of
fable, ‘when the story. is told'of all-subduing
patience, all-resisting . purily,—most .of. all
the moments given- to  free. communion;with
a child ‘upon-his. immediate duties, the pa-’
rent’s sympathy with his trials, or igladnéss
in his victories aver temptation, .shall; write
themselves out again. in ‘a gentle,: holylife;
shall tell without fail:upon that tender heart;
shall send their, ¢ amen ;% up to.:heaven from
thouglits consecrated_in: the baptism:of thie!
spirit, offered:by the priestordained.of God ‘to
‘make this, acceptable sacrifice.. i iy
- It is painfulto think-how many p
regard. what are’ alike!the;
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responsibilitiéy of their. sacr
is:little, less; painful,” to se
sels are, often given them |
Here 'is a’book—no :matter; by;:y
which the mother:is, ¢xhorted 1o begin:th
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education of' herichild withi/an;unhes
faiph;in-,tb‘e:}deprnyitjv',bf - bis: nature, ;1
charged:to, inculcate; upon; bim: as th
truth 'in; religion, that:He:cannot loy
except he:be, theisubject of ;a’chang
ing :to the yery:constitution;of shis
/Phanks be.to the;Creator; {
is an overmateh:for. doét

ating
id jis

logy’

spite of-all the catechigm:and the creed say}
the'simplicity of childhood,iis tender:relian
its; innocent erpretito;the lovi

the Saviour’s
-of heaven

piblighed nonthli bo:the Gomm
'MONTREAL ‘




