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nded by completely forgetting their exis- è lighted candelabras, the blazing grates, the count-tCIce Great then was the surprisev and wonder- less tapers. 'Tle master of all had not deemed itelt when after thei long period above mention- worth his while to caset even a single glance intoed, the gateq of lIuntingdon Hall wore throw l the apartmîent, the proud mistress, broken inaPn, tie building crowded with mechanics and hcalth and spirits, was lit only for the quiet glooniand the preparations and improvements of a sick room, and she their unloved and unre-torrie on in a seale that betokened the proprie- garded child, she, on whose brow the carcs andusere returning te it, as ostentations and lux- sorrows of womanhood had been stamped, ererieds as ever. The taciturn old steward was the very first freshness childhood had passed

on ail sides with questions and conjectures, froi it, surely it was not for lier tlat all this

bt he extent of the information lie imparted pomp was displayed i Oh ! that were indeed the
pre'¡ hat hie had received a letter a short time wildest mockiery of al! Impatiently turnin-t liuS fromo Lrd Hluntingdon, bidding him see from its glaring light, she hurriedly sought herarrangement of the Hall immediately, as own dressing room, whose quiet, unpretendingIt t faiiiy were returning home. comfort, was more soothing to lier, then. morbidlydt i owards the close of a gloomy Novem- excited feelings. Dismissing lier maid who wasber that the heavy carriage drove up to the overpowered with slcep and fatigue, she lookedihad, and it needed ail the cares and wealth sadly around. Ail was still the same. No alter-thad been lavished on the edifice itself, and ail ation, save the new curtains and hangings thatht*, essories of cheerful fires and countless had replaced the former ones, and the costly
e cunteract the almost ominous gloom of Mosaic table, a reminiscence of Rome, that had
ele ng that witnessed the return of the tra- superseded the olden, rosewood stand.er o their home.4 H 1untingden who seemed fearfullyexte7 uthingon whe semed.earull ex- "All unchanged 1" she murmured, with a deepsl4ted, retired at once to lier apartment and as sigh, "Al unchanged, save myself.

yascended te stairs leaning orier For a moment se paused before a full sizedad' pausing every second step for portrait, which had been taken about a month
bt, a d h e after lier first arrival at the Hall, and which wasuîany a fcrebcding sigli was breathed by fulcfIerdntbo hahdchrcridH

a wh ha sen hr sme fw yarsbefre, full of the radient bloom that hiad characterized110h hadl seen lier sonie few yCars before,
past them with a lofty carh- ler as a child. For a moment lier weary glanceSep that g rested on the briglit features, the happy smilc thatseemed te disdain the very carth on

trod. But Lady Hluntingdon was net ~parted the glowing, coral lips, and involuntarily
euone on whom time had heavily left its she turned to a mirror besido lier. The contrast
t , teognoeboappalled even herself The faultless featureso strg, the ycung and once blomin Eva alone were there, the colouring, the expression,5eStrangeiy clînnged and few wculd haivcfeepctr er ee

t ~ ized in the pale silent girl, vhose saddened the very
itq ce and deep, mournful eyes spoke so long a "Tegr n h oa "mrue h

grief, the happy, child-like being 'who had gazer, with a quivering lip. " Oh 1 what a fear-
grnef dep, urufulie ke e lcn ha Ta irnd shx ea ave urureda tisetue among them as briglit as the flowers ful change, nd six years have wrcught ail thiá 1"

t d formed for a while her only world and Eva had drank long and deeply of the cup of
oys With a cheerfulness which even earthly sorrow, she Lad seen lier dearest hopes

>%r "4uspecting natures could easily detect blighted, her affections trampled on and flungt ir th .d, she -replied to the warm grectings back on herself, and yet, that moment brought
'ei taer but when ee or two old and with it a pang as bitter as if it lad been her first

e*thed servants respectfully but pityingly initiation into sufFering. No woman can look ontheir ho petatth p ir and the ravacs sudden sickness or sorrow havertpose of the old Hall, would restore wrought on ber personal beauty, however previ-
tg% rd bloom to their dear Miss Eva's check ously ee maï have undervalued it, without a sink-uey turned from them lest ing of the heart, a feeling of weary hopelessness'Y lih lurridIytre rmt

,th read in the tears that blinded ber beyond almost the reach of earthly consolations,
4th ournful fear her own heart ad long and however entire mny be lier succeeding resig-

uther knowledged, thathealth or happines nation, its flrst intensity is ever .overwhelming.<cIsted not on earth again. Se at least, Eva found it, but the yielded not long
S<odly did the desolate stateliness of the and whonsheraisedhierhead after the lapse ofa fewr strike upon lier as she sat there a moments from the clasped hande on which it ladiVhIl at a mockery, seemed the fallen, her countenance was calm, almost as before,
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