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THE FRUIT INDUSTRY.

The appointment of Mr. Lrnest Hutch.
erson, of Ladrner’s, as iuspector of fruit
pests in this Provinee, is a move by the
Government in the right direction, There
are numbers of pests by which what, is
destined to be animportant industry—that
of frauit-growing—~in this Province is ma.
termlly disadvantaged, and any endeavor
to stop them hy preventative or curative
measures is a2 matter that is deserving of
every uttention.  Mr. Hutcherson belongs
to a family that have made fruit farming
their specialty and from the point of view
of experience—and of devotion to the sub-
jeet as well—ix fully qualified for the posi-
tion. n conncction with thissubyoet, it
may be observed that the Province i far
from supplying the demand for home con-
sumption. The City of Pucbla, a few
evenings since, brought for the Victoria
market no less than sixty tons of Califor-
nia fraits--some of which, although it is
yet early in the season, might certainly
have Leen produced here. Wenote that
atamecting held on Saturday night the
business of Okell & Morris, preserve
manufacturers, has been formally tuken
over by an incorporated company bearing
asimilar name, and the new organization
contemplate the construction of new
buildings and the operation of a much lar-
per plant, having all the latest improves
ments.

FI18511 PROTECTION.

Iv will strike most people as heing ~ery
singular that, whether for fish or game,
tho.e who ought to know cannot ugree 2s
to what are the proper limits of the close
season.  Year after year, the question is
fought out in our different provincial
legislatures and at Ottawa, too, the sub.
jeet, so far as it comes unider the Federal
marview, is given con~iderablc attention.
Mr, Wilmot was here only a short time
ago, and we anticipate from him an
claborate, if not learned, disquisition on
the sabject.  The latest developments in

this direction are the complaints of Puget |

Sound fshermen against the State Jaw of
Washington which they say in prohibiting
the catch of xalmon on Puget Sound and

fts tributaries from March 18t to June Ist, }

tect salmon in the fresh water streams
from say October 15 to Decemnber 1, when
they are spawning, but there is no occasion
for protecting them atall in the Sound,

MORE WILMOT.

Premier Abbott, as necar as can be
gathered froms the meagre Ottawa
despatches, hasannouncedthatthepractice
of throwing offal into the Fraser River
shall, as far as possible, be stopped. In
many quarters—indeed, among the greater
number of the canners and many other
people, too—the opinion prevailsthatthere
is no need for a rigid rule with respect to
offal.  The quantity of water passing
the canneries is so grcat that it is not
aftected by the offal thrown into it which
is varricd away to the sea or caten by fish
before it has time to decompose. More.
over, it is claimed thatif the water were
polluted, the salmon do not remain long
enough in it to be in the slightest degree
injured by it. But Mr. Wilmot -
the obstinate —self opinionated—Mr, Wil.
mot, who appears almost as if he
owned the Fishery Departmment and
ran the cntire Governmment, in the
face of all the facts and the cxperience of
men who have been here all their lives,
and have the greater partof theirresources
embarked in the salmon industry—holds a
view contrary to theirs and insists that
Government carry out his offal regula-
tions. It istime Mr. Wilmot had his comb
cut, and cut down pretty ciose, too.

GRANTS TO RAILIWAYS.

It is annocunced from the capital that
Premier Abbott took stroug exceplion to
a motion recently presented in the Senate
that land grants to railways should, in the
future, be done away with, Sir Johu
Abbott has been a railway man and knows
how much encouragement and solid back
irg has bLeen given in this way to enter
prises which without the land grant would
have utterly failed to commend themselves
to investors and speculators. It is much
casier to makea land grant than to raise
the money which that land represents in
value, while the Jands, asa rule, being in
the vicinity of a road, arc opened up and
given a demand which without the road
they would 11nt possess,

Naturally, in not a few instances, this
jland grant bLusiness has been done to
death in somic scctions, and valuable char.
ters have been locked up and made of no
utility—Lut, on the contrary, a source of
wate “al disadvantage Lecause they have
j been ticd up for a certain period pending
the good pleasure or the convenicnece of
| the company which had for the time being
i the right to them.  The whole of this sub.
| Sidy business—municipal and legislative~
darect or indirect ~whetlier for railway or

works great hardships on the fisherusen, | Other enterprises, requires to be Jooked
and gives no protection to the flshs that into. That there is rottenness in it has
the salmon cownc into the Souud §n very | been demoustrated by the experiences of
small quantitics during the elosed period, the Baicdes Chaleurs railroad and other
geing to the mouthr of tuestreams and | voads in the Northwest and elsewhere, but
along the shores secking food, but not toj with the Premicer, we are inclined tothink

spawn, as the water is too cold.

They | that, at any rate for the present, no hard

contend that it would be all right to pro- | and fast rule can be arrived at.

BLAINE'S RESIGNATION,

Apparcently President Harrison prefers
Mr. Blaine's vroom to his company, for the
wily Secretary of State—the most potent
factor in the Cabinct—has resigned, and
the chief magistrate of the United States
does not appear to be very much concerned
about it. e may have known or suspected
what was coming, but, Jike the brook,
men may come and men may go, affairs of
statego on.  On the other hand, whether
in or out of oftice, Mr. Blaine will, so long
as he has health and strength, continue to
be a leader,und if he and the President
cannot agree, so much the worse for the
latter.  As experience has shown, the
“plumed knight,” as he iy termed, can, it
he does nothing more, sulk in his tent,
and by doing so do an jufinite amount of
mischief to the Itepublican party—and
they know it.

Will the next Presidential candidate be
Harrison or Blaine? That is the question
which is perplexing many people. \Whether
in or out of oflice, Mr. Blaine is bound to
be a political power, either openly or by
wire pulling, at which latter he has the
reputation of being an adept. It has long
been apparent that he has been **almost
persuaded ” to be a candidate for the next
Presidential nomination, and may be that
this his, so far, latest departure is but
preliminary to another Blaine boom which
fic will not azain have the face to affect to
discounienance. Nowis the time for Mr.,
Blaine to speak out and declare his inten.
tions. 1leis strong, cxceptionally strong.
Both the home aud the foreign policy, for
which he is accredited with a big share of
the responsibility, arezenerallyacceptable,
and the twisting of the lion’s tail, in
which he has indulged in order to capture
the Irish vote, is gratifying to at least one
influential clement of the population.
Indced, theé prowess of Tippecanoe and the
public record of his grandson, the Presi.
dent, can hardly beexpected tobringdown
the scale if the man from Maine he placed
on the other side. As it is, thero.is a
mystery about Presidential possibilities.
Grover Cleveland and James G. Blaine
have stroug claims upon their respective
partics.

In making calculations 1t must not be
forgotten that it was the Republican
Mugwumps who matcrially contributed to
the success of the former, and so they may
again, provided, as some already fear, any
rivalry that may exist on the Republican
side throws the influence of one or other
aver to the Democrata. A straight party
fight between two straight party en
upon a straight party platform would be
cextremely interesting, and we upou this
side the lines might watch it with equa-
nimity, for whatever the result it could
hardly affect Canads, which only Uy way
of diversion is occasionally taken into
special consideration, and that in view of
a Presidential contest, in connection with
which it is striven to take some kind of an
issuc. We may rest assurcd that none of
the politicians appreciate us very highly,
except perhaps political specialists of the
stamp cf Erastus Wiman, who are alway.a
expecting that the public anticpate that
they will do some great thing, Meantime
Amcerican politics proper are getting
somewhat animated, if not sensational.



