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Thcywvconly lads; ani, as they %vorkcd, thecy taiketiof what
thcy would do with thc mnoney when it carne into thcir hanits.

"'Wbat shall you spcnd your share upon ?" askcd thc second in
age, Frank, of bis youngcr companion.

The boy's face fhishced, andtie c csitatcd a little, as if lie scarcely
iieti to tell. But blis companions urged that they hi tolti him,

and it wasn't fair.
"I1 don't know that I aceed mind," saiti Georgec; "but pcrhiaps

you will think what 1 say sountis strange."
" Out with it," saiti the eltiest lad ; "«I'm getting quitc impatient

-you mnake sucli a rnystesy of it, George."

"Howv? In what wa>? Vhîat do you menn?" were questions
uttercd .by John anti Frank, ane after the other, anti in rapiti
succession.

If there hati been hicsitation in the face of the youngcst lad bc-
fore, there was nonc nov. He looketi bravcly towards his coin-
panions andi saiti, "I1 have always liati the thougbt that the very fi rst
moncy 1 evcr carneti shoulti be given ta Godis service in some wvay.
If you rcad the Bible you %vill sec it wvas a custorn from the ver>'
bcginning to offer Him the flrst-fruits. 1 know it is not a law as it
was in Jewish times, andi pcrhaps I coulti fot quite inakeyou under-
stand wbat 1 foc). But God lias given rne everytliing-bcaltii andi
strcngth, and a heati ta think, and hantis to labour. 1 bave no landt
to sow ; s0 I cannot takce a harvest-offering; anti no fruit-c-xcept
the fruit of my labour; so I wvill give Hlm that."

George's companions looketi at cach other in utter astonisbiment.
Thcy coulti -of untierstand the feelings that moveti im-thc grati-
tude andi love to God wbich imnpelled hlmi ta show bath, b>' devoting
his little treasure to the service of biis Divine Mtaster. Thev did not
laugb nt him. They only saii> " You wce always a q'ucer lad,
George, and diti things like nobody cisc, anti you get qucerer every
day."y

No more wvas saitiabout tic spentiing of thc mnoney. Thcwork
ivas finisheti, thc workers paiti, andi still in the cars of the youngcst
seemeti ta sounti the wvords : "Ifonour the Lord wvitb tlîy substance,
anti with thc/iri-frmuis of ail thine increaisc.'%

Before lie bad ccided lin% ta spcnd bis earnings, George titi
not fail to consuit bis parcnts, anti they glatily conscntcd ta bis
plan, anti thanketi God for having put the tsire into their boy's
heart.

John diti iot purchase the silk uimbrella or the ncw hat anti tinscl
scarf pin of which lie batd thougbit.

Hc wvantedi so many things, that lie coulti not make up Jus mind
whicb ta buy. Hie carricti bis money la bis pockct, prouti that lie
was master of so mucb nt once. Blut lic dippeti into it again anti
again for sarne trifle ta indulge a passing fancy, anti little by little
it was fiittereti nway, anti lic %vas fain to confess at Jengli that it
wa al] gone, anti lie liat nothing ta show for it.

Frank lost no time in investing bis savings, anti ver>' proud %vas
he to ':ake borne tbe little bookc with-Ii the record of bis monry in thc
bank, anti show it to bis mothcr. She was glad to think he batd not
wastcd it on worthlcçs trifles ; but slic sighed as sic turneti toivartis
a little couch wliereon lay a pale-faceti chilti, almost always ta be
scen there. This ciild, a girl of cight, wvas bath delicate anti lame.
She bat been useti te go on crutches a year before ; but thon camne
an intcrval of more scrious illness, andi sbe ]lati lain t.hcre quictiy
fi-rn day to day, unable to mave.

Nellie was bctter noiv, anti as thc spring sunlsiine -sct in at thc
windonw as longing ta feel the fre.sh air on lier pale cheks. The
tioctor bai given ier leave ta go out, but tic crutches-a paouly
matie pair at flrst-ivcrc non' usclcss. N-%clly hati grawzn toa taîl for
tbcm. Sic miust have longer anti bettcr matie articles to support
ber still fe-ebie lirnbs Sa she was waiting tintil lier mother coulti
spare the moncy to buy thcmn ; anti thc tirnesemed long, anti promn-
iseti to bc longer stili.

If only Frank, bail thougbt wbat be coulti do ta shorten Mt
But F rank's mind %vas absorbeti in bis new account at tic Savings
Bank, anti planning' how lic coulti carn miore in orter ta increase the
amounit. He bati nothing for Nellie.

The chilti was oftch soothed anti amnuseti 1» a visit from ber
brothcr's fiend, George. lie knewv ail zibout Nllie's ]ongings and
hopes oft deferreti; hoe cbccredtiber %ith kinti words, took ber littlce
daintiqs, anti when tcars woulti steal down bier chîecks he wiped
tbom away, anti triet ta coax back srnilcs ln their place.

Tic vcry day afkcr Fiank bati cxbibited bis bank-bookz with
such pride, a qucer-sh.-ped parccl c.rne ta bis motbcr's door. It
ivas for "Ncllic, with Geargces love, anti would sbe corne ta is%
mothcr's ta tca tiat atftcrnoonz."

The littie tvenibling fiuigers coulti hardly gct thc strings unitieti
but thc paper wvas off at last, anti in a fen' more moments the chil
standing upriglit, supporteti b>' a pair of the most beautiftil made
crutches that coulti bc gat for a rcasonable price.

Nellie anti Nellie's mother unticrstoo i nov wby George hati
asked s0 many qucstions about size anti make, anti what the doctor
saiti as ta the kinti of crutches that %voulti be best. Andi wlien
Nelie matie lier appearance, tlîe very' licture of happiiess,nid %ith
a colour on lier checks such, as no onc lati scn there for many a
month bofore, we may be sure that George titi niot regret the use
ta wbich lie hati put the first-fruits of bis own labour.

Frank's bank-boo, titi not pîcase hlmi quite sa well after hie
hecarti bis mother tell, witlî tears of jo>' in lier eyes, tlîat Nellie liati
gone out walking b>' tic hielp of tlîe nen' crutches boughit for lier by
lier kinti frienti, George.

A liglît flashetiacross Fraink's mid. "Wliy lie rnustlhave spent
lus share of tic moncy in tiat way. What a qucer felloi' lic is!1
He tolti John anti me tlîat lic wvas goir.g ta give it ta Goti."

"And titi you never reand, Frank, asketi bis mother, uwliat jesusf
Hinscif said, 'Inasmnucli as ye bave donc it unto one of thc least o
these My brethren, yc have donc it unto me?"'

A BIT OF POTTERY.

The potrstcoti nt lus dail"' work,
One patient foot on tlîe grounti;

The other, withi never slackeingi speccd,
Turning bis swifc wvIicel round.

Suecnt we stoond besitie M tliere,
Watching the rcstlcss lame,

Til1 nîy frienti saiti lowv, ln pitying voice,
I-Ion' tired bis foot must bec!"

The patter never pauseti iii bis %vork,
Sbaping the wontirous thîing

'Twas only a coimon flower-pot,
But perfect in fixshiolling.

Slawly lic raiset i s patienit-eyes,
With S.rrnely truth, inspireti

"No, mnarin ; it isn't the font that kicks,
Thc onc that stands gets tircd."

-Tht colitinlcif.
A WORD *ro T1E BOYS.

]IV THiE IZEV. C Il. Sî'Ui«;EON.
Wa.ter is ticstrangest drinkl. It drives milîs; it's the drink of

lions anti horses, anti Sainson nlever dratik iiiytliing else. Let
young mca bc teetotalers if only for ccoîony's ak.Tlic bcer
moncy will soon builti n hanse. If wlint geecs into tic nuasb.tub
wvont into the kne.îding-troughi, famnilles would be botter feti anti
better tauglit. If wliat is spcint iii waste wcre only saveti against a
raiay day, warkhouscs woulti ncvcr bc built. The mail wvho spentis
bis money with the publicati, anti thîinks tbe landlortis bon' andi
«"low do y* do, my gooti fcllow -?" rncan truc respect, is a perfect
simpleton. WC don't light lires for tic icrrings comfort, but ta
roast hlim. Mcn di) not keep) pothouses for laboures good ; if tic>
do, the>'cert.ain)>'miss their airu. Wliy, tien,. shoulti people drink
"for the goodiof tic bouse?ý" If Ispeni moncy for ticgootiof.an>'
bouse, ]et it be my on'n, andi uot the lantilortis, It is a batiwehl
into wvhicb you rmust put witer ;.anti the beer-liotise is a bati frienti,
bccause it takes your -il! andi baves you notlîing but licatiacies
He who calis thiose bis fricatis who lat in sit anti drink b> tic
hour is ignorant-vcry ignorant. Wiiv, Roti Lions, anti Tigcrs, anti
Eagles, anti Vultures arc aIl creaturcs of prcy, anti wby do sa many
Iput tbcmselvs witiin tie powcr oU their jaw tvîidta-lons? Suci as
drink anti livc riotously, ni .%-onticr wliy thecir faccs are so blatchy
anti ticir pockcts sa bare, would Icave off wvonticring if the> ]lati
two grains of wisdom. The), mliglit as w~cIl isk anr cm-troc for
peatrs as loakz ta tiose habits for icailtli anti wcalth. Thosewho go
ta the public-hanse for bappiîiess climb a troc to finti fisli.

A CAUSE FOR T) IýN KFUILNl ESS.
A Sunday-scbiool tcac)er-, at thc close cf tic lesson on n rcent

Suntiay, liandeti ta lier sciolars little slips of pa-per, on which nas
printeti thc qiiestion,"Wlîai.t have 1I o bc tliankful for?" asking tbat
caci shoulti take tirnc ta consitier andi aniwcr oui tic following Sun-
day. Among tic replies that wcrc tlîcn given n'as tic following
pathetic sentence, writtcil by a 11111e girl wvbo bi doubt!ess Iearniec
by bitter processes tlic painful truths it toIt, "I amn tliankful there
ar'c nua public-bouses in uccn-T'croeRecord.


