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Antong the Gravges.

ANNUAL MEEKTING — DOMINION
GH E.

The annual meeting of the Dumicim
Grango was convened io the City Iall,
Ottawa, on Tuesday, March 4th, 3t 2 pan.,
the Worthy Master, Mr. Jabel R .bioson,
ia the chair. Tho Committes on Credon-
tials reported that all the officers and del-
cgates from the Ontario, Nova Scotia, and
New Brunewick Provincial Gravges were
present.  The dalegates from Oatario wero
Mossrs. Robinson (E'gin), Gifford (Grey),
Wilkie (Kent), McLeod (S1ucae), Servor
{Welland), McMondio (Huron), Letbbridge
(Middlesex), Glendening (Oatarin), Curric
{turon), AMfoffat (South Geoy), Doyle
{Owen Sound), Hilburn (Nosth Ontario),
Bull (York), Truell (Durbam), Vancamp
(Bowmaenville), Nellis (Lincoln), Cheyne
(Peel), George (New Brunswick), Mec-
Donald and S:arr (Nova Scotia).  Quite
a number of ladiex, some of thom are
oftizers of tho Grange, “were also present
Tho Worthy Master, r. Jebel Robinson,
delivered his annual address, which is as
“ollows :—

WORTHY MASTER'S ANNUAL ADDRESS.

Io bis annual address the Worthy Msa-
ter of tho Grarze fint drew tho attention
to tho unrivaled advantsges of Canada
in climato and possessions ; then wenton
o 32y that the Girango is in a flourishing
condition in overy Province and to ¢x-
ponud tho aims and objects of the Grange,
which, though not a political orgacization,

) ) o |
sacks to express its opinions vn many sub-

jectsatlecting the welfare of the farmer.
[1le eaid :—

The lovying of contributions for Govern-
went prposes ha hoen & vexed questisn
at all times anl with all nations.  Indirect
taxation is vuly perfectea when every in-
Jividual and every industry bearsan equal
proportion of the taxes in accordance with
theincome, Under the system adopted
in thiv country men worth $1,000,000
wight pay less taxes tho average farmer,
aud <omo can make millions while the day
laborer’s family is in want.

fTowever much argument there may he
(ard T adwit thero is some) in fostering
the industries of a young country lke ours,
it is very ovident thet the great leadiag
mdus‘ry in which we are engaged can be
pro*ected only to a very limited extent.

The discontent that at present exists in
all parts of the world is principally owing
to the unitqual distribution of wealth, and
any system that increases tho wealth of the
rich aud increases the poverty of thein.
dustrious poor is unjust aud should meet
with our disapproval.

All the unimproved public lands are the
inheritance of the people and should not
be monopolized by the capitalist, but held
by the Government for the actual settler,

Next to production aud taxation, per-
haps the most 1mportant question to us is
that of trausportation. With a water high-
way stretchiog half way acrossthe Domin.
iob, our surplus productions ought to find
casy access to market. In my opinion it
would b wise on the part of the Govern.
ment to remove the tolls from the canals;
an iwpulie would thercby be given to
trade, aud all classes would bs benefitted.
Railways are indispensable to the presper-
ity of the .countsy, Townthips, counties,
Provircial Legislatures, and the Dominion
Goverunent have given money and lands
liberally to sccure railway accommodation
and competition ; but instesd of competi-
tton, two powerful corporatio :s have ab-
sorbed nearly all tho railways in the Do-
minion. Riilway companics have great
rexpansibilitics, and they should receive a
fair 1cmuneration for services performed
by thew ; but the public should havea
voico asto the value of thase services.
The price of our produce, as well as that
of our land+, i3 subject to the control of
the railway corporations. The public
have rights that railway companies should
bo bound to respect, and they should be
allowed to ruin or enrich 1mdividuals at
pleasure by unjast discrimination.

Lxt-us ask oor represcntatives in Parlia.
ment to supperd the Riilway Commission
Bill introduced by Mr. McCarthy, for the
purpose of establishing an indcpendent
board of arbitratora from whom the pudhic
may seek redress

The queation of co-operation 87 esseatial
to the welfaro of our orgamization should
bo well understood and practised by our
members, Noarly all the great urndertak-
ings of tho present century bave boen
brought to a suscessful issuo by co-opera-
tion. In Great Britain, where correct busi.
ness priociples avo strictly adopted, tho
Rochdale plan of co-operation has % sen ac-
cepted by all classes of society, and mil.
lions of pounds are saved annually to its
membere.  Not only the working mon but
the civil scrvice and tho army and navy
clubs bavo catablishod co-operativo steres.
If the faimers of this Dominion would
adopt this eystem of buying and selling

fity millions of dollars might bo saved

yearly, suflicient to pay the exjenses of
tho Dominion Government for nearly two
years, Surcly hard timoa aro at the die-
posal of tho farmors, Thoso of us that
have takon advantsge of the Grange Firo
Iusuranco Co, the Urange Trust, the
Wholesale Supply Co., and tho Matual
Aid kuow the value of co-operation. I
truet [bo Ontario People’s Silt Association
will be ablo to commence operations with-
in a fow weecks, when our members and
stockhold 'rs can obtaia salt at its actusl
value.

On tho education of our youth we build
our hopes. Our declaration of purposes
makes education tho most important fea.
ture in our organization, aud weshould
spare uo pains on this point. Seventy-
five per cent of all the children in tho Do-
minion are graduates only of common
echooly, and unless these schoolsare of
a high order and thorough in their <ork
we canpot look forward to that glirious
triumph in civilization and intellectual de-
velopment to which we all ought to aspire,

When tho farmers become properly edu
cated and orgauized they will ne longer
delegate to the mombers of other profes-
gion the power to make their laws, Na.
tious have aisen to become great and
powerful jast as thoy bave adranced in.
tellectually. So shall we as an .grical-
tural people advance in proportion as we
become p.rfect in our profession.

Therefore 1t is necessary that the teach.
ers of rurat schools should understand the
sciencs of agriculturo and teach itto oar
thildren. In the Proviace of Qatario
AN AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE AND EXPERI

MENTAL FARM.

has been catablished, which is corsidered
one of the best on the continent. It is
calculated to do much good, and is fast be-
coming popular with the farmers of that
Province. Our members in the various
Provinces ehould make an cffort tostart
similar 1pstitutions within their midst
Governments biave great responsibilities,
and can do much good by encouraging a
greater production in value, and by main-
taining echools of experiment and instrac-
tion.

HOW CAN THE ORGAN1ZATION BE EXTENDED ?

The question for us to consider atthia
moment is, what can we do to- bring our
sims and objects before tho Cavadian
farmer, to arouse hiw from his lethargy
and teach him the many advantages within
his reach, acd to induce bim to assist in
this greal wovement, cipecially introduced
for tho smeclioration of his class, all
other classes aro organized, and cxercise
tho controlling power that follows as-
sociated offsris, while the majority of the
farmers stand aloof ; and although numer-
ically stroog, thoy receive but few appoint-
meute, wicld but little wftacace, atd arg
troated as a noncolity. Mavy of the sub-
ordinate gravges hatvo built and occupy
bhalls of their own, It would bo well if all
thoe graoges would do the same. Qute s
number have ostablished circulating
librasies ; this is an examplo thatall abounld
follow. Goaod books, magazines, and pa-
pera, agicultuc ' papers, and grange litera-
turo should be pleatifally supplied to
overy fauily.

The addross was well rocoived and, after
discussion; ordered to be published.

CONMITTEES ALTOINTED,

The committecs to report on banking,
legialation, education, agricalture, good of
order, and constitation and by-laws were
appuinted, after which the Grangoadj wrn-
od at two o'clock for the day.

Oa Wednesday the (range met ogain.
Tho morntng was occupied. with “the ait-
tiogs of cummittees on education and
agriculture.  In tho afternoon the W.
Master, Jabel Robinson, again took the
chair,

In the discussions which took place
upon the reports of committees a groat
doal of interast was manifested.

Dr. Orton, M., P, addressed thoe meeting
on the su“ject of farmers’ banks, Ho
took somo eredit for tho Act to amend the
laws relating to loans, which ho carried
through tho Ifouse, although when first
introduced it was opposed by tbo [eader
of tho Government and both sides of the
House. Ha referred to hisbill now before
the House of Commous to provide bank-
ing and loaning facililies to those engaged
in ogricultural pursuits.

Mr., Casey, M. P, a, -eed with Dr.
Orton that the banking credit at present
given to farmers was too short. The bil),
ho considered, would require soveral im-
portant changes.

Mr. Hesson, M. P., supported the views
of the first speaker, aund tbnught the
present systerc was very unsafe, there
being out of sixty millions of stock only
seven millions ot specle retained by Cana-
dian banks.

Mr, Fleming, M. P., strongly opposed
the bi}}, which he censidercd impracticable.

Mr. Cochrane, M. P., said he was a
farmer, but he did not pretend to be well
posted in baoking arrangements. He
thought farmers wore to blame for not
haviog more favorable legislation, as m
his opinion they possessed the power in
their own hands,

Messra, Wallace, Sproule, Cockburp,
Allen, and Guillet, members of Parliament,
al o gave their views on the subject.

THE ANNUAL REPORT.

After a voto of thanks was teudered to
the apeakers tho secretary presented ihe
tenth annual report, which stated that the
order was cverywhero in a healthy con-
dition, Filtcen sub-granges have bheen
organized duriug the past year; this vum.
ber is an iacrense of two over the preced-
ing year. Four of thess new organizations
are in Oatario, one in Nova Scotis, ono in
New Bruuswick, cight in Manit.ba, and
one in Britizh Cilumbia. Throughout
the Dominion the order is on a more
substantial foundation than formnerly, its
aims and ohjects being batter understood.
The total rcceipta from all seurces last
year were §1,137.58%, an amount equal to
that of the previous year. The report
was referred to the Comnmitteo on Ofticers’
Reports.

A committos cousisting « f Broa George,
N. B, Starr, N, S, Gifford, Hilborn, acd
Glendinning, Oatariv, was then appoiated
ty drafc ap addrem of®weloomo to bis
Excellency the Governor-Qoeral,

ESSEX DIVISION GRANGE.

We, the press committes of Essox Divi-
tion Grange, beg W0 occupy a short apaco
in your valuable paper aud inform you of
tho proceedings of our firs' quarterly meet-
ing of )8&4, hcld on Febrnary 27id, in
the town hall, Leawiuvgton, which was
opened at 10 3. m, with a fair number of
delegates and visiting members, from our
couoty, also Bror. Emmery and Metcalf
from Ramuey Division. Qur two Provin-
cial delegates wero present, Broe J. C.
Shoply, the W. M., and S, G. Wigle, from
whom we were tavorel with 2 lengthy do-

tail of the praceedings of the Provincial
Grango. The W. M. atated that,the
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