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the preaclter of righteousness were ready to
be engulfed in thosé black waters #”

« I"don't know,” said Henry, in a hak-
thoughtful, balf-trifling manuer: « perhaps
I ehould have got on the rudder$”

«'This is buman nature exactly, Henry.
1t would ‘climb up somevther way,’ railier
than enter the fold by lhe only door. (3
would ‘get on the 1udder,’ in its pride and
short-sightedness. rather than go into the
ark of safety. It would ‘save itself,” by
hanging on at the hazard of Leing swept
into the gulf of despair, instead of Leing
saved by the provision of mfiuite love.

«But I'll teil you plainly what I mean,
Henry, by Noal's carpeuters. You have
kindly and generously given me your aid,
day afier day, in building an ark in N—-,
by which many, 1 trusi, wiil ‘be saved. 1
feel grateful for your help.  BuuTgreatly fear
that while others will be rejoicing in the
fruit of our labours, you will be swept away
in the storm of wrath whieh will by and by
beat on thie heads of those who enter not
‘the ark of Jesus Christ.  No humai device
will avail for you. ¢ Getting on the rudder’
wiil not answer; you must be in Christ, or
you arelost. Remember Noal's carpenters,
and tlee to the ark withont delay.”

We reached the house and parted. The
winter came. The lad was placed at a
boarding-school in He visite:t home
during the winter vacation, and presented
himself to the church for adinission to its
communion, He then stated that the con-
versation detailed above had never passed
from bis memory. 1t led Lim to serious re-
flections, and ultimately, we trust, to the ark
of safety. He is now entering a career of
wide-spread public usafulness. He will
never forgetNoab’s carpenters,

Though Noah's carpenters were all
‘drowned, there are a great many of the
game stock now alive} of those who ¢ontri-
lute to promote the spiritual good of
others, and aid in the up-building of the
Redeemer’s kingdom, but personally neglect
the grent salvation. '

Sabbath-school children, who gather in
the poor, or contribute their money to send
tracts and books to the destitute, or to aid,
the work of missions, and yet remain un-
oonverted, are like Noah's carpenters,

Teachers in Bible-classes and Sabbath-
achools, wao point their pupils to the Lamb

of God, but do not lead the way, are like|

guide-boards that tell the road, but are pob
travellers on it; or like Noah's ’éar'penwﬁ
who built an ark, and were overwhel
in the waters that bore it aloft in safety ..
Cuareless Parents, who -instruct thet
children aud servants, as every pare
should, in the great doctrines of the gOsPé.);
yet fail to illustrate these doctrines in th""
lives, and seek not a personal interest it W
blood of Christ, are like Noah’s carpeﬂt
and must expect their doom. o "
Printers, sewers, folders, and bi'r}d_”
engaged in making Bibles and religl
books ; booksllers and publishers of religl®
newspapers, who are doing much toiner®:
the knowledge of the gospel and to 58 ™
souls, but so many of whom are card 1o
about their own salvation, will have tif
mortification of knowing that, while the
toils have been instrumental of sp’“we
good to thousands, they were only like 1o
pack-mules that carried a load to ma’
without tasting it, or like Noah's carpe?
who built a ship they nevér sailed.
Wealthy and liberal, but unconVé o
men, who help to build churches, an® *
tain the institutions of the gospely but ¥ g
« will not come unto Christ that tbe}’énw.
have lifs,” are hewing the timbers and ¢F
ing the uails of the ark which they M;ap‘
proud or too careless to euter. Pel;ieﬁ”
they think they will be safe on the ** rud thel
but they may find, too late, that wheP % g
would Tride they must swim—that ¥
they would float they must «ink, W! L
their good deeds, unmixed with faithy
millstone about their necks. Poﬁ
Moralists who attend church and $9P )
the ministry, but who do not recei’® 15i%
their hearts the gospel they thus sus
are like Noah's carpenters. i1l W,
Perhaps the Christian reader BW ’
encouraged by this narrative t¢ 1%
word in%easonyto some of these ark-b el‘lid‘ﬁ'
Their kindness should be acknow) donG‘
« These things ought they to hav® el
The danger is, that the great thitg [
lefu undone, Run, speak to that ’;,
man. Tell him that the storm of o
will come. Tell him that « getting h““”ﬂ
rudder” of the ark, and all othef gaﬂof
devices for salvation, are vain refd hgt"
lics. Tell him that the ark is 0pe®r “jo¥
is safe, that it waits for him. The b
and the olive-branch are in this ark: ‘.ﬂ‘

bow of mercy spans the heaven?



