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that the sixpenny nove! an a paper caver bas
usurped tht place ai the six-shilling issues
ai fiction ; but tht book trade throughout
the country could flot live on tht narraw
discounts obtainable fram such literature.
and hence we may exptci new agencies.
such as tht newspaper agencies. for their

Vtirculation.

Tht Illustrated London News and ather
papers published by tht saine haîtse have
passed inta tht hands af a lîmited campany,
with a capital ai $3, 750.000. Tht company
acquires ireehold property in the Strand
and elsewhere. and a large. fully paid share
interest. representing balf tht capital. in theiprinting and lithographic business ai Oxford
Smith & Ca.. ai St. Albans, and nearly tht
whole ai the shares in tht engraving busi-
ness af Lascelles & Ca. Tht profits for 1898
are certified at $328,3:25. Tht purchase
price has been fixed at tht sumo ai $.2s2. 5oo.

Some ai tht ladies' papers are waging a
very pretty quarrel over tht etiquette ai tht
visiting card. Their name is legion newa-
days. It is evident that the visiting card
is a delicate afTaii. and that ifiwe dan't mave
with extreme circumnspection it will betray
us as hopelessly out af date. To show what
a weathercack etiquette is in tbis particular.
take that most useful ai pasteboards inscrib-
ed "Mr. and MNrs. John Smith." or some
ather Iwo names. Though this card, in
provincial places. is still used, and is found

*most convenient by married couples. it has
for same time been quite demode in arista.
cratic circles, but tht Ladies' Field says
that amang aId fashions whicb have been
resun'ected *hat ai having tht names ai a
husband and wife printed on tht samne card
is caming in again. It îtsed ta be quite the
fashian ta leave a veritable sheai af cards
when a lady called upon a iriend and found
that she was out. She left twa, ai ber hus-
band's at least. and perhaps more, and ane
ai her awn . also separate cards for her
daughters. In these days tht fewer cards
leit tht better. A separate ane for daughters
is no longer necessary, since daughters are
held ta caunt in uritb their mathers. As it
is a sign af ald-maidism for an unmarried
girl ta possess cards af her awn. she should
take veî-y good care flot tai clarrior for them.
It is like skating an thin ice ta venture upan
the subject. soi witb ont parting piece ai
information it shai be leit. Visiting cards
have always been. and are still, severely
triple in design. Early Englisb lettering
is not permissible - neither is a glazed sur-
face. Tht shape aithe card is tieold.fash-
ioncd large ont for ladies and small for
mnen. Upon this point cliquette is consistent.

The latest craie and tht latest lad are
bath interestinzt and both literarv. Tht new
fadl talles tht iorm ai collecting tht wrap-

pers ai new books. The idea îs said to

came fram the States. and as ane must cal-
lect saniething nawadays, it bas caught an.
The publishers therefore spend as mucb
artistic taste aver the wrapper, in view af
ihis mania, as aver the book-cover itself,
which is gaod for the trade and gaad far the
public. As for the craze, it takes the (orm
af a literary tea, each guest impersanating
a boak in a simple and in'expensive way.
Thus, on a recent occasion, ane lady ware
an hier bodice the twa 'vertically parallel
lines af the Zodiac sign ai Gemini, which
was ta be interpreted as IltThe Heavenly
Twins.- Anather wore an ber shoulder a
pair ai diminutive sabots, or IlTwo Uttile
WVaoden Shots.- A third carried some-
where acrumb ai cbeese: this was "Tht
Mlite-y Atom." A faurth ware the name ai
the hostess. which implied "lOur Mlutual
Friend.-' These were easy ones. A
weeping doit madc aut af a big lucifer
match was supposed ta be " The Sarraws ai
Satan.** and a tangled skein was intended
ta suggest ~Oliver Twit." A prize is
given ta the guest wha guesses tht greatest
number ai titles.

THE MAROH MAGAZNES.

-A WValrus Hunt in Greenland.-
"Samoan Sports." "Cycling in the Sand.

wich Islands I and ' Water Bicycles" are
attractive tapics in Outing.

Tht complete novel in L.ippincott*s is
-Tht Sport ai Circumstances"I by Clarîntla

Ilendletan Lamar, a pretty lave star)' with
a glimpse ai social canditians in the
Southern States. Charles G. D). Roberts.
tht Canadian. cantributes a paem.

Tht Sc. edition ai I'earsons 'Magazine.
reierred ta last month. is now an accom-
plished fact. The Mà%atch number was the
first ta be isstîed at that price. and it has
met witb very gratifying success. It pos-
sesses a handsome caver in colars. some
excellent short stories. and twa or three
clever articles. Tht illustrations are good.
but tht feature whîch endears it mast ta the
Canadian reader is its lack ai thrilling tales
ai the late "Iwar."

Tht Canadian Magazine contains a re-
markably good list ai contributars. and
tht illustrations are decidedly superior.
The mast noteworthy fetatures, are: ,"The
Clayton.flulwer Treaty.- by Prai. Adam
Shorit; " ISt. John as a W~inter l'art." by A.
W. Belding; 1"Michilimackinac,»* by Judge
Ermatinger;" -arly Railway llistary ai
Canada,~ by Proi. S. J. MIcLean. A short
stary by tht talented W. A. Fraser whose
stories are naw ioit-,ht by tht leading
periodicals an two continents, is an attrac-
tion in fiction. Charles Lewis Sbaw con-

trihutes a star) af Lord Kitchener. An
article on the Marquis af Salisbury. w;th a
fine drawing hy NIr. Kahrs tram'a photo-
graph af the 1>îne Mminister as a frantis-
pieLe, is tiniely. INr. J. A. Ewan. tie
Globe's f'amous war correspondent. writes
with his usual vigorous insiglit upon current
affairs. Mr. Thos. E. Champion Ilias Il
briel' readable lttle paper on IlAçcracy in
Ilistorical Work.- Atagether the maga-
zine seems ta have rcached the highest
point af excellence any Canadiin înanthly
bas yet attained.
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