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effect our nature, it docq flot destroy the propcnsty-it does flot change the
iriner man. This is an after work ivrotught tn the soul by the spirit of GoD:*
and a work wvithout which no marn can sec GOD. And eircry Christi;;
wvio does flot possess it, must be hourly admonished, by the werking of 'the
oid leaven of the carnai nature, thiat such a w'ork is necessary te a comploe
victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil. The Psalmist David seem-
ed to feel its necessity, whcn lie so pathetically pleaded woit/t God for a clean
licart. and the renewal of a riglit cpirit wvithin him. If there'fore the chrisitiait
be satisfied with the external gzft, withotit the intemal change and seek for
no higlier attainiments, lie lowvers the standard of the gospel, and contente hini
self with the form, without the power, which course eau neyer lie apptoved
of God, or useful to mani!

.The spirit may, therefore, ho quenched by light and trifling conversation;
by associating witi tlic ungodly, and openly profane.: by luke-warmneu,
by obstinacy and seif-ivili, by the indulgence of evil thoughte, or pse-
sions ; by the indulgance of %vorldlymindedness; by the neg'iect of wackfu
ness, Sebriely, and prayeï; or by a refusai to acknowledge Chbrist as out on-
ly hope-aur oîîîy salvation. But, it becomes necessary that we pau tai
notice in tho

POUIRTH particular; The reasons why we should flot Iluench"l the "u8pirit'
-we ofler two reasons. 1. Rea. It is a direct inuit te Me; in as mach as
ho has clîarged us flot to, do it, & more than intimated what the consequenoe
would be if it were done. The 2. reason ia, it will be attendcd with the
meet fatal results in respect te, those who do it. We have said that as heat, er,
fire %vas necessary to animal life so is the spirit of God necessary te the life of
thec seul. And hence, it follows, that if the spirit be quenched, the soul muet
flot only remain in a state of darkness; but it is morrally dead. And if it te-
main in a dark and lifeless state, in time, can ive reasonably suppose that the
shacle and vale of death will alter its wretchcd condition? ne: sueeil ot. Not
only will moral, or spiritual death, ho felt here, but thec pains of eternal death
-the gnawings of the undying, worm-the burnings of the unquenchable fire
-wili result to such as "lquench the s;pirit. >' These considerations, there.
fore shotild operate as reasons, or motives for net quenching it.

Having thus brielly noticed the eiTeets of thse Holy spirit wben suffede to
operate upon the heart wo come now te offer a few thoughs by %var of im-
provement. "Quench not the spirit." Does it move sîpon thy dark and be-
nighted soul, 0 sinner! hast thou been taught by its influences to, distinguieh
between that which la right, and that which le wvrong, te look upon thy-
self as lost, eternally lost without an interest in Je8us; without having thy
life bid with Christ in God ! 0! let me entreat thee te cherish thse heavenly
messenrer to givo him thy heart, to subscribe his terme of pcace, and there.,
by good shaîl assuredly côme mite the. As vou value your soul)-as you
ivould escape the damnation of hell, as yen wçould secure the fiendship of
God, and thse intercesions of Jesns Christ, do net quench the -apirit 1

But, have you se far cherished this messenger of mercy, as te have exp.-
rienced its reftnin~g influence3 in the seperatioli of your guilt and condens-
nation fromn you, and purging your seul from ail deaibvorks, raising yen
from thse death of sin to tihe life of God-in saving you froni being a child of
thse devil, and adepting yen into thse family of heaven ? If you have felt it


