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It is proved beyond a doubt, that tho cercbro-spinal and the sym.
pathetic centres possess very different degrees of impressivo susceptibility.
Whilo tho cerebro-spioal respoud to the least possible wflucace, the
sympathetic arc only affected by an intensified smpressive force. Hence,
in all ordinary -vital actious, the sympathetic forco remuins sta.ionary.
the necessary changes in the capillaries for nutrition, secretion, and, in
short, for all other functional requisites, are cffected by the cercbro-
-spinal alonc,

It is proved by experiments, that an wnpulse sufficiently foteot
to jmpress fully the sympathetic centres, produces a regular, iotracts.
ble, prolonged and more forcible action, thaa it docs oo the cercbro-
epinal ccotres, henco, a geaeral law, which s capablo of cxplaining
every vital ph That a & te supply of biood is an
indispensable requtstte to the healihy perforinance of orgaute functions,
is a sclf-cvident truth, while wo much overwhelims, too little vofechles,
and a compl Pr pend and, if d,
must extinguish hfe atself  The experiments on the stomach of St.
Martin furnish a convincing allustration of the cxistence, and the
operation of a general law of aptagonustie capillary mpervation. When
the stowach was cmpty the mucous membrane was pale, and no gastric
Juice secreted, but instantly, on the introduction of food, the mucous
wembrano became reddencd, and the sulvent began to flow.  Oo the

, removal of the ingesta, the membiane became again pale, and the
scerction of the gastric flud ceaszd.  Here the exaltant influcace of
tho food on the sentient extrenuties ramifying on the mucous mem-
brage, is conveyed to their centres, and, instantly elesating the force
of the centrifugal capillary cxpaoding fibres, produces a sufficicst
supply of blood for the claboration of the gastric fluids, but oo the
removal of tho ingests, the seotient nerves—no longer feeliog the
cxalting influence of the centres—resume their normal status.  So, the
i of the mucous L of the uterus, on the
impregnation of an ovum, and the contraction of the vesscls after the
expulsion of the footus and the placata, prove further the existeace of
agencral law,  Bxaltants aod depressants are the only agents io the
least capable of ioflucacing thesc dynamic forces, this being self-
evident, requires no proof.

The odly possible means of ascertainigg accurately the character:
istic phenomena of each class, ia to note carefully the symptoms pro-
duced by an agent usiversally admitted to beloog to a certain order.
Then, all ioflue produciog like pheno must be a species of




