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A STUDY 0F SOME 0F THE UNSATISFACTORY RESULTS FOh.-
LOWING OPERATIONS UPON TUE B1LIARY TRACT.*
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IT lias happened every now and then that a patient upon wvhorn T av
operated for sonie affection of the biiîary tract would rotra wiith

the statement that she (for they are usually women) haad beni il goodi
deal relieved, perliaps entirely so for a time, of the sympiptoms for- whieliw
she had previously consulted me and for the relief of wý11ù~ i ha - 1 ol 10pe 1-
ated upon bier; but that for soine tiîne past she liad ob)s(ered a r-evir-
rence, iu greater or leus degree, of the saine or sîiinilar- symptoîns t o 1 iose
for whicli she had sought relief. Oceasionally the pattint will shtt
that she had been entirelv relieved of lier original trouble, buti ihat sinc0
the operation she had suffered from conditions wliich, w1iilý someuwhal
different, are possibly even more annoying, or ah least 'flly \ as nîn 'o80
as lier original trouble. In other words, it lias been iny experiencev to
have liad a nlot inconsiderable percentage of recurrelces, indeed,( ailet~
proportion of unsatisfactory resuits following operations upon tlihe bu
iary tract than froni any other class of abdominal operations, eep
possibly gastro-enterostomy. Malignant disease, of course, is exeluded.j
In the term "unsatisfactory resuits" I mean to include that group) of
cases in which on1e bas for some reason or other failed to do what lie bats
set out ho do. The patient xnay be f airly well satisfied, indeed niot in-
frequently is, lie does not know any better, but, nevertheless, from the
surgeon 's standpoint, the result remains imperfeet. In attermpinig to
flnd an explanation for this unsatisfactory condition of affaira, 1 havtýe,
with the assistance of my associate, Dr. B. M. Bernheim, undertaken a
study of ail of the cases of gall-bladder disease that have been operated
upon in the Johins Hopkins Hospital up ho January Tht, 1914. For
permission to use this inaterial, comprising the work of the entire sur-
gical staff of the liospital, 1 arn îndebted to Professor W. S. llalstd.
Thiis study also includes ail similar cases that have been operated ulpon
ah tlie Union Protestant Infirmary, Baltimore, the majority of whieh'
occurred in nîy service.

Total cases, 572.
Total casas cured at time of diseharge £rom liospital, 426-74.4%.

*Rend before the Ontario Medlieal Society in Toronto, May 26, 1914.


