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disease freated carly on thiy sound principle, s portion of tho
mass will be-taken up by the absorbents, indicateid by tho dis-
proporiivtate quantity of pus to tho largo mass that has preduced
it
It ix ot always an easy dingnowis to determine whether
it about the Luceyunt 15 wathan the cavity of the articulation
or withoat it. s a ruie tho diagunosis i~ veadily attained in
these cases. You will tell mo that whon the finid extends over
the pati 1, thy disease eousests ot abscess around the joint, and
when the potelia is rased, ad s pushed np by fleid underneath
it, the callection i~ within the aruenlation.  That is all very
frue. But in many cases the fluid, although contined to tho
joint, is not sufficient in quantity to raise the patella, and there-
fore yum cantot abways depend on that particular evidence ; and
in the nthier caso, i whack, consequent on the greater tenacity
and el adhusion of the mteguments to the fibrous tissue upon
the patelly, T have secu several oxamples of what [ have eatled
the horse shue abwvss miound the kneco—viz- when the matter
has frave!led round iy sudes of tho patella without extending
over it Such cases are very deceptive  In forming your
opinion—and a coriet udgment 15 often indisponsable to the
recover) of jour patient—you would, of course, placo your
gseatest reliance vn tho loeal exammwation by the hand, and, this
proving insuflicicnt, wogh dehiverately the evidence in favor of
one or the other h»u\ht)‘ It the flund bo m the jomt. it may bo
a more sevions affection, amd the constitutton takes coguizance
of it assuch  If oxternal, probably the tormation of abseess bas
been preceded by somie luual impury ot a superneral kand, involving
the cetluar fissue, and in which the condiion of tho rkin itself
may add its testimony.

I now come fu abscess un a lavger seale  Abdominal abscess
presents itself in the form of a large tumour, occupving tho
lower part of the abdununal walls, and comtaonly extonding
from the ium towands the mesial hine ot the atdomen.  The
sizo is sometimes immenso. It 1y birm, solid, and unyxehlin" on
pressure, but not very pauntul.

Peleie abscess may oceur mdependently of parturition, or
during its progress. Ity 'lucn(lcd by lacal pain of a severe
character, which is agg i by digital inati Ten.

demcw on pressure strengthens the \uxpmon ot pent-up matters




