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SPINAL INJURIES EXTERNAL TO THE SPINAL CORD.*

13Y THOM1AS Il. MANLEY, M.),PII.D., NEWV YORK.

I->IoWEssVEstudy of trauma of the rachidian struictuip.s lias, of
Late years, become a subjeet of more than passing intereî t to prac-
titioners; because, since the enorinous expansion of every dlescrip-
lion of railroad trafflc in this country and the erection of buildings
()f great heiglit, the nutuber of serious spinal traurnatisms lias
greatly enlarged.

Sirulu re and Fuitclioii.-In- orcier to intelli gently acquiaint
ouirselves with the character of the primiary pathological conditions
suciceed ingy rachidian injuries, it is -w-cl that an outline of struce-
ture and function be briefly consid.ered. At the outset let us note
tli*î"t ýlie spinal architecture i11 miaii presents several special and
in ique characters; hience -e must exercise a prudent reserve wvhen

w-c asume to ap]y the deductions derived from. deliberately in-
flicted traumatismns on the low-er animal to grave spinal inijuries in
the human being.

In mian the vertebral coluinn occupies a vertical position rest-
ing on two supports. It is a flexible, tubular, p)yr,,miid, its body
being composed of a composite structure without any regillarly con-
stituted articulations. About two-thirds of the vertebral columun
is composed of osseous tissue, and one-third intervertebral sub-
st ance. The osseous spines and arches postcriorly are jointe(].

Althoiugh, of great strength, the spine is in ýa large degree elastie
aind resilient. Within this osseo-cartilaginous cage securely
gnax ded and decply buried, is the mieduilla-spinalis, surrounded

*Rcad beforo Mississippi Valley Medical Association, at ICansas City Mo., October
1201, 1912.


