
EDITORIAL.

Tle mode of infeclion is lot very elear. a- few instances of supposed
direct propagation from patient to patient have been recordeil, but this
is 1v nio means Ihe general rule. It d1oes not appear to spread from any
entre o' origin, villier by contliguity. or on special lines of travel but

breaks ui ait diverse auid apparently disconneeted placei. Its develop-
muent appvars to he independent oif local peculiarities of soil or situation.
il is ie withî ini townî and coulntry alike. Wln Onve it las appeared in

any localitv. Itecntagion appears to reiain about Ilat place foi soimie
iow. Epim e f cerebro-spinal meiniigitis. so fair as have been ioted,

l d ITier 1'lr-11m epfildies ofI the 1 vr ii fect iuIs diseases in that thcy
du niot steadily mouni up to a nlaxiii1al antid then decline,

Ii appe.ar to pîroceed by lits and starts; crops of fresh cases a-ppearing

at irrgular intervaîls and iin more or less distant foci. The disease is

illsi aip to appear dlring tle lite winter amid spring, and children aiid
youn ag adulis appear to be particularly susceptible. It very rarely attacks
iiil'anis mider one vear of' ag.re, ;nd is seldoimi mie with in the more ad-
vaived periods of! life. l'ie point of' entrance is probably through lie
nasal cavities. The organism appears to have feelble vitality. and is wvithi
diflivuJltyv cultivated artificially.

As to treatmîîîen. we have no remedy w'hicl . i be depended upon to
cither cheek fle disease or shorten its course. M1farked variations in the
.Lverliy of he symptomis are liable to occur at short intervals, a fact
whici h shoubiil render lis eautions not to confound apparent therapeutic
rsults witl coiineidlent imîîprovemiiients. Little value is to be expected
froi the mercuial treatmnnt or from the severer nethods of counter-

irritaiion rectoniînenled y some authors. The important indications
appear to be to secure resr, to relieve the depressing influence of pain,

iad to Siistaii flie Strengtil of the patient. Il our experience muchi
ieiieit has beei obtained flim the eiploymenit of hot baths at a tem-

peratiure of 0°F. to 102°F.; a mnethod of treatment origiially recom-
mended hv Aufrecut. Traunsportaiion from the bed to the bath should
i (o(iicte( as arefully as possible. If much pain is present in the

spinme, tIe patient may be lifted out of bed by mîeanîs of the sheet on
wicl le lies, and with it lw'ered into the bath. After the bath the
palient shioli be wirapped in a w'oollen blanket., and have another cover-
ing t hrown over it. ŽNo drîying or rubbing of the body is to be attemnpted.
While in the bath, an ice bag or iced cloths should be applied to the
head; tlie fime iii the bath shouild be froma S to 10 minutes. Bathîs at this
temperature relicve t ihe pain, promoe elimination of the toxines, and
generally seure a quiet and restful. sleep. Il the intervals between the
haths, shou l temperaire run high, Leiter's coil may bc applied to
the hue'ad, neî'k or' spinîe. The uiet mnust be nour'isling. and should, as far
as possible lie pushd S1(ihlld the pulise become weak, ii our' opinion,


