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seems referrible to.a peculiaiity in the nature of the morbid process itself,  In
the former class of cases it geteraly wuses during fae prozress of some ex-
hausting disease, such as 1y phius lever, or towards the end of exudalive croup
itzell, when it 1s always i tormidable and often a fura) coplicasion.  And
even when it occurs as a-tmote pontary disease, the jntlammation of the mucous
membraue appeats 10 by teauved anmtensity by the very oceurnrence of tha
gerous efluston, adbongh 1t had previousy Leen even of the exudative type.
From whiat bis been tounerly stated, then, re ardmg the action ol a solution ot
caustic apphed 1o a subacutdy iutkuned mocoas membrane, it migly, a pricry,
be expected W produce a beuetivial eflect on the adematons alottis; and this
expectation has been 1emarhabiy lultided in my expenence, as the following
instance will sufficiently exemphfy.

Case 3.=~A young e, ol eigut months ald, kind severe hemorrhaze from
the gams aller division of them over the incisor teeth, and 1w the exhavsted
state-which followed, he caught cold, and hecame atlected with the ondinary
symptoras of conp, winch were cluetly combatied by an emutic, counter-irrita-
tion over the throat and chest, and by tepeatet small doses of culomel.  But
very soon the chief, nay, only symplom became that of impeded respiration.
The chiil’s elfoits during inspuativn, the dry, wiistling sound which accom-
panied it in the trachea, the nealy totd absence of vesicular murmur in the
Jungs, and the shoit expuatory svtnds, taken along with the previous state of
the itle patient, rendered 1t evideat that @ lema glotudis had ocearred 5 and
if to this 1t be added that the pulse was feeble, the patient pale and exhausied,
and that he could hardly be mwade w receive notuislunent,—his extreme danger
will not be questioned. .

1 introduced- the probang down to the glottis, but not through the rima,
owing 16 the sweiling of its margins. The strength of the solution vsed was
thirty grains 1o the ounce of water, and it was applied three or four times at
short meryals. The effect was soun appuent. Some coughing, and the
expulsion of tough muco-albwminous matter first followed, and then the child
.b_et.‘amev quiet ; the breathiug was freer, athough, of course, there was still con-
siderable obstruction at the glottis. Ina few Nours, this obstinetion seemed to
be incieasing, and the application of the caustie solution was again renewed
in the same way, and with equally favourable results.  The ealomel was con-
tinued,:and'a Warm water enema’ was -admiuistered, after the action of which
thie child wol -ihe breast; and slept fof a short time. ‘The future progress of
the case was marhed by a gradual but steady improvement. The calomel was
8001 stopped, the bowels wese doly regulated, and the topical applicants were
petsevered in daily for two o1 three weeks, by the end of which time all ob-
struction fo the bréathing, as well as the cough, and evena degree of hoarse-
ness which bad Jawteily been observed, had completely disappeared; and the’
child’s general health rapidly improved.

[Iu"another case of an infaut, ouly two months -0ld, to which Dr. W. was
called, the symptoms atfist appeared only those of a slight cold, but which,
gradually.assumed: a frightful -degree of intensity. Dr. Watson touched the
glottis with a strone solufiou of caﬁaic, which assisted in expelling a quantity.
of ropy mucons and relieved tie respiration.  After a pureative enema, and a
tepid bath, the touchitg was repeated with mamiest improvement ; only four
or five repititions were necessary; and the chrd was well ina few days. -Dr.
Watson then continves:] .

. ollileeVie.\\'ing‘ the” whole subject, then, the following are the principal
conclusions 10-which my ubservatious, experimental and chuical, have con=
ducted, me i . A

. Ist. The solution of the nitrate of silver, when applied to an inflamed
miéons-membrane, acts djfferently, according to the intensity of the;inflamma-
Hon that may be present ; m.the asthenic varisties it perates as & stimulant of



