
PHYSIOLOGY AND NATURAJI HISTORY. 6

amount and limite of the variations to 'which speeies are subjeot: a point of some
importance, upon whieh. the one or two examples, possibly from various places,
found ini most collection#, throw no light. M. Reigen seeme neyer to have been
sstisfied that ho Lad got sufficient of one kind; and the gentleman into whose
bande hie stores have fortunately fallen, fully cstimating the -value of researches
reapecting the true limita of species, and the aifficulties under which ordînary
naturaliste labour, has, not only in bis noble present ta the British Museum, but as
far as wau possible in ail the collections sent out, been careful to supplý good
series of specimens.

3. The condition of the specinlens in this collection is very renîarkable. Thcy
are as they were taken fromn the water, without having undergone any process of
cleansing or polishing. Many of the guiterapods have their opercula. The
lamellibranchiata appear Nvith their hinges undetached, and the surfaces in their
original etate. Even a few auch objects in a large collection are invaluable, ns a
source of instruction, and contribute to render the ordinary specimens far more
useful.

4. This cllection contains a considcrable nuraber of new species. The. locality
was an unexamined and remarkably favourable one-in a tropical climate, and at
the. junction of a great gulf 'with the ocean. The collector devoted adequate
time and great diligence t, bis 'work, and bis success was fully equal to what
'we might expect ini sucb ciroumstances.

We must regret that M. Reigen did not live to niake use of Lis own accumnu-
lated stores, and to cominunicate the peculiar information wbich Le must have
gained in the course of their acquisition: but they have faîlen into excellent
hande. Mr. Carpenter'6 donation te the National Museum-considering its in-
trinsic value peciuuiarily as welt as scientifically, and the labour involved in its
preparatien, and coming too from a bard-working professional, man, with very
limited means-~must be aeouuted a commendable example of publie.spirited
generosity; and bie dealings -with the Toronto Univeraity, even putting out of thc
question the very iandsome present which he took the opportunity of contribu-
ting ta our rieing Museumi, are marked by a libcrality.which deserves ta, be feit
and acknowledged.

«At a meeting of the Canadian Institute, in tic month of December last, Prof.
Hince -exhibited ta the members present a series of specimens illustratiug Lis
rema:rks in the previous paragrapbs on tbe collections of Mazatlan shelis. It may
b. stated here, that the collection acquired for the University Museum, coutains
about two hundred and thirty distinct species, xnany of them new, and a large
proportion illustrated by good sciies of specimeus. The wbole number of species
described as occurring at Mazatlan, approaches 8even huudred; but ;)f these a
great man,y were unique,-not a few describcd from fragments-a good many
others s0 very rare as ta allow no specimens for distribution-and Som e 'were not
contained in the. Liverpool colletction. Many, too, are microscopie, which makes
the supply more uncertain., On the whole, the collection is rich as a local group,
and adds greatly ta the value of the conciological, cabinet of the University
Museum.
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