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Y nme

contiection with the Theological Seminary at Andover, the Uni-
varsity at Cambridge, the Public Latin School, and Chauncy Hall
School, in the city of Boston. Svon after this chunge of occupation,
he was invited to take the editorial charge of the American Journal
of Education, published in Boston, first by Mr. Thomas B. Wait, in
1826, next by Mr. S. G. Goodrich, and subsequently by Mesers.
Carter & Tendee. Mr. Russell continued to conduct this periodical
for nearly three years from the date of its publication.

The early direction given to Mr. Russell’s studies and pursuits
by the iufluence of Professor Jardine, led him to take a dee
interest in the general subject of modes of education, in their adapt-
atiott to the development of mind and character. This circumstance
subsequently proved a ussful preparation for the business of conduct-
ing an educational journal at a time when, as yet, no publication of
that description existed in our own country or in England; although
the light shed on the whole subject of education by the Jitbors of
Pestalozzi, had excited, lhroughout Burope and Ainerica, a fresh
iutercst on all the great questions involved in the vations depart-
ments of Physical, intellectual, and moral culture.

The only journals then devoted 10 the subject of education, were
those of Gennauy, Frunce, and, perhaps, one or two other countiies
on the continent of Europe. The necessity of importatt changes in
the plan and character of education, was beginuing to be deeply
felt in England. But this feeling had_hitherto been expressed only
in detached sugzestions from the minds of individuals, in occasional
panphlets, or similar forms of publication. In the United States,
the condition of matters was much the same as in England ;
although, in some instances, the degree of attention excited on the
subject, was both stronger aud more definite.

Waurren Calbum’s iuvaluable contribution to the improvement of
education, in the publication of his Intellectual Arithunetic, had vir-
tually introduced the spirit of Pestalozzi’s metlids of instruction
im0 the schools of New England ; and much had been effected by
tlie diffusion of Jiberal views on the whole subject of education, Ly
Mr. James G. Carter, through his numerous and able editorial arui-
cles in the United States literary sazette.

Much aiso had been done toward the sume results by the suceess-
ful exertions of ‘Protessor Walter It Johusou, in connection with the
establishment of the Frauklin Iustitute, in Philadelphia, and with
the iutroduction of the school system of Penusylvanin. Valuable
aid had been rendered, likewice, to the interests of education, by the
exertions of the Ruv. Mr. Gallaudet, of Harttord, for the introduction
of modes of instruction adapied to semninaries for the deaf and dumb,
but incidentally shedding a truer light on all forms of mental devel-
opment. The arduous Jabors of Mr. Russell, in the unassisted
editorial care of the Journal of Education, althou§h of no iemmiaty
benefit to him personally, were am;l))ly rewarded by the many
invaluable results to which they led. Prominent among these were
the introduction of physical education, in various forms, into Ameri-
can seminaties ; more liberal views on the subject of female edu-
cation ; more genial methods of conducting the business of early
culture in pri achools 3 the establishment of lyceums and other
popular institutions connected with thediffusi:n of useful knowledge 3
the formation of teacher’s associations, and the establishment of
seminaries for teachers.

‘The Journal met with warm enconragement throughout the Union,
and was extensively used as a vehicle of communication, both for
developing the views of the friends of education in several of the
States which were then octupied with the establishment of systems
of public instruction, and for the diffusion of improved metliods of
teaching, which were then claiming general attention in New
Eugland and other parts of our country, where the subject of education
had awitained to a more mature :‘t:ge of advancement. Eminent
educators and philanthropists abroad, both in England and on the
continent, gave their cordial sympathy and commendation to the
design and character of the American Journal, and contributed
ehectual aid to its s, by liberal exchanges, and copious
supplies of material, in the shape of important public Jdocuments,

he editorial care of the Journal, though an vxceedingly laborious
form of occupation, was oue which was peculiasly agieeable to Mr.
Russell, from his personal tastes and habits ; and he would gladly
have continued it, could he Lave done so with safety. But the em-
ploymeut of conducting an educational periodicas being necessarily.
for the 1nast part, 2 gratwitous service, it couki only be performed by
laboring at might after the days’ occupation inteachinge Three years
ol this doubic 10il octasioned & reduction of strength which called
for a 1empurary ccssation of exertion ; amd at the request of au emi-
neut friend of education, resding in Genmuniown, Penusyivavia,
Ms. Ruesell tangls, for several years, a limited class of young
ladies, iu thal vitiare, and, subseguently, a school of a similar des-
cription, tugether with piivate clsses, in the city of Philadelphia,

On his return to Bost.n, he resumed Lis former line of teaching
there and at Andover ; attending, at intervals, as lecturer and iu-
stroctor, at the apring and autumn sessions of teacher’s institutes in
the State of Rhode Island, under the direction of the Hou. Henry
Barnard, then State Commissioner of Schools. Mr. Russell was em-
ployed, also, for some years, in conducting the exeicises of similar
aseociations in the State of New Hampshire; oceupying himself,
during the winter scason, for the benefit of a milder climate, in
teaching classes at Princeton College, and in the cities of New York

p|and Brooklyn. In fulfilling these numerous engagements, he was

frequently agsisted by his son,—now Rev. Francis 7T. Russell, of
New Britain, Connecticut, who, from his interest in the cause of

gducation, still affords such aid to the Teachers® Institute of that
tate.

In 1849, at the invitation of friends of education in New Hamp-
shire, Mr Russell established there a seminary for teachers, which
he continued to conduet or direct, for several years. But his heaith
incapacitating him for the active duties of teaching, daring the
severe winters of that region, he was induced, in the spring of 1853,
to nplo\'e hiz seminary to Lancaster, Massachusetts, where he now
1esides,

M. Russell commenced his seminary in Loncaster, with liberal
aid from the local friends of education there, and with the assistance
of a numierous and superior curps of instructors ; among whom were
Professor Hermaun Krusi of Switzerland, préviously instructor in
mathematics and modern languages, in the Home and Colonial
Normal Seminary of London, and now instructor in the Massachu-
setts Teachers® lnstitutes,—Professor William J. Whittaker of Lon-
don, subsequently Principal of the Boston School of Design, and
now similarly occupied in the city of Philadelphia,—Mr. Dana P.
Colburn, now Principal of the Rliode Island Isormal School, Pro-
vidence, and Sanborn Tenncy, A. 41, of Amherst College, now
Inctructor in the Massachusetts Teachers’ Institutes,

But the hishiy fiberal course now adopted by the State of Massa-
chusetts, in ¢stablishing State scholarships in her colleges, for the
benetit of youn:s men intemding to devote themselves to the business
of teaching in the publie high schoo's of the State, and in the gen-
erons encouragement given to stkients of botl sexes in the State
Normal Schuols to extend their coune of professional study, has, to
a gicat extent, superseded the necessity of any private establishment
for the higher professioual traitiing of teachers. Mr. Russell, there-
fore, devotes, at present, but a limited portion of the year to instruc-
tion_in Lancaster. During the spring and autumu_months, he
continues to attend the circuit of the Teachers® Institutes of the
State, held under the direction of the Secretary of the Board of Edu-
cation. Mr. Russell’s department in the institutes is that of lecturer
and instructor in reading aud elocution. Part of the year he devotes,
as formeﬂé,‘ 10 the instruction of classex in elocution, at several of
our New Engiand colleges and professional seminaries. .

The principal services which Mr. Russell has rendered by his
personal exertions in the field of education, have been those of
editorial iabor, the direction of seminaries for teachers, and the
instruction of classes at Teachers® Institutes. As a practical teacher,
however, he has been extensively engaged, as a lecturer and
teacher iu elocution, in seminaties of various grades. A number of
his eatlier years were spent in the usual forms of academic super-
vision and instruction. li-elis modes of teaching, when so situated,
he has developed in his course of grammatical exercises adapted
to his edition of Adams? Latin Grammar,—in his Grammar of Com-
position, and in hi§ Exercises on Words. His methods in elocution,
adapted 1o the sucoessive stages of instruction, are embodied in his
series of reading mauuals and other text-books, (1) which have
been extensively used in our schools and collezes and professional
seminaries, and have eflectually cuntributed 1w the advancement of
a branch of education previously much neglected. .

A subject to which Mr. Russel) has devoted much atiention and
which he lias frequently brought forward at the meetings of teachers,
is one of common interest 10 all who devote themselves to teaching
as a business for life,~the importance of placing the occupation on
the fouting of 2 ized profession. Afier lis address on this
subject, before the New Hampshire State Associxtion of Teachers,
a committve was appoiuted 1 report upon it 3 and a re~olution was
subsequently passed by that body, that admission to membership in

-—

(1) A Iist of these nnd his other publications we have anncxed in this
sketch of his profissiona} life. 1t is Lut justice, however, to Mr. R. to
state, with reference to tlwir Intge apparent number, that his works were
net published for pecuniaty purposes, but were mostly prepared at the
solicilation of his numeruus classes of teachers, for their immediate use.
A few of them unexpect-dly obtnined a wide circulation : but most of

them have bren serviceable rather a¢ pionesrs than otherwise.



