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the tinys of hler youth, lier moral powcer wvould chake ail nations. Iowv is
ehe: to awaken from, hier lethnrgy ? Llo% is she to strengthen tho things
iliat remain anti arc ready to dia! S$imp]y by acting according to hier
constitution as a missionary church : by praying Goti to bc merciful to lier
andi blcss lier : anti cause his face to shine on lier, so, tlhat his way may be
known upon the earth, His saving hecaltx among ail nations.

If oneof her cliief functions be the evangelistie or missionary, the neg-
lect to exercise that function, rnust deprive hier, in a great nheasure. of lier
vital energies. The health of the body is preserveti by the regular andi
legyitimate exorcise of ail the functions belonging to it; if any one is abltsed
or sufl'cred to remain inactive, debility and disease are the consequence.
The same law holtis in the spiritual world. If the christian negleets his
duty to God hae feels the blighting eflbcts of such dereliction ini lis owri
soul. If the church negleot hers, she is punislicd by the ivithdravving of
the light of God's countenance and the loss of those graces vrhich are
clierisheti by the faitliful performance of duty. 0f this lier history affords
abundant proof. At wfrat p-,riod ivas she spiritually ivrerchied anti poor
anti rniserable andi blinti andi naked 1 Was it flot vwhen she was saying to
herself# til amn rich andi have need of nothingy ;"-wlien she ivas anjoying
the ndulterous embrace of k-ings andi seeh-ing after worlily grandeur and
preferment. W lien did she posse ' s r.nost of the spirit of Christ and shine
in tha beauties of holiness ? Was it not; whea aIe ivas poor in this ivorld's
gootis and rich in faith : when she remembereti lier Saviour's commàr-1
andi was engagret in evangalizing tIe wor]d. TIen, the spirit of love,
lioly zeai and fervent piety shone brightly. Tien love marked the -Chris,
tian cliaracter ; it mouldeti his actions and directed his aims. With the-de-
ctxy of the evangelistie spirit in the cliurch, the spirit of love decayed andi
lutze--wvarmness came in its place. From lukewarmnnassarosa indijiference to
tîxo granddtistinguishing doctrines. of Christianity. anti indifferanca openeki
a door to error ai evary corruption. Nothiingindeed.,is soessential to
fie maintenance of love, unity andi purity as the conviction that the whole
ehurch is -a bodyorganized for the convertîng of the w,,orld. We sea that
in those sections in which this conviction lias -been reviveti in some mea-
sure, dissensions begin to cease : as it deepens, oaa general pulse is fait
and ail unite ia harrnony anti peace. The arnount of the reflex influence
or missions on the church can hardly bceastimated. It is likae tIe watar
çvaporated by the sun, Nvhich returns in gantle showars producing fertility
and beauty. Benavolence is strengthened : piety is tioepened : the doc,.
trines of .grace are lîonored anti pra.served in -their purity-those doctirines
by- wlîich.alone tIe hearts of sinners can be melteti into penitenrce; and, the
souls of believers refrashed-and invigorateti. These ara, somne of the
offects of missions upon the church, but there is another, 'and, oneý which
must afford the richest enjoymeni; to evary christian. It is iîe.swaet -con-
sciousness of obeying tIc parting.. commnand of 'Him, who though lie was
ridli, yet for our sake becamne poor.


